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1. Call to Order 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

3.   Roll Call:  Board Secretary – Confirm Quorum Present 
Donna Baize  Aram Bloom  Roger Dunson    
Nancy Ernst  Russell Feldman  Dan Heller    
Diane Heinz  Robert Kesten  Carl McKoy    
James Notter  Suzanne Nicolini 

      
4. Open Meeting Act Statement 

Chairperson asks if public notice has been made. 
 

5. Public Presentation: None.  
 

6. Approval of the Minutes for the STA/STPA Governing Board/SAC Meeting on 
November 10, 2016 
Introduced by:_______________Seconded by:________________ 

 All in favor:________________  Opposed:___________________ 
 

7. Treasurer’s/Financial Report for STA/STPA: Current monthly Bank Reconciliation 
and Disbursement Report   
 

8. Reports 
a. President & CEO 
b. Director of Professional Programs – STA/STPA/Adult Ed 
c. Principal – South Tech Academy 
d. Principal – South Tech Preparatory Academy  
e. Committees                          

 
9. Public Comments on Agenda Items – Five (5) Minutes Maximum Each Person 

 SouthTech Academy  
 SouthTech Preparatory Academy  
 

10. Introduction of Consent Agenda for SOUTHTECH ACADEMY – President & Chief 
Executive Officer Jim Kidd  
Old Business    

 None. 
Administrative Items 

            A-1 I recommend that the Board approve the donations for the period from November 
10, 2016 to December 8, 2016. 

            A-2 I recommend that the Board approve the SouthTech Charter Academy/SouthTech  
  Preparatory Academy Grades 6-12 Student Progression Plan 2016-2017. 



            A-3 I recommend that the Board approve the attached State of Florida Department of 
Transportation Stipulation of Settlement.  

 A-4 I recommend that the Board approve the Five Year Strategic Plan. 
 Personnel Items  

  None. 
Financial Items 
C-1 I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the monthly Charter school  

  bank account reconciliation for month ending October 31, 2016 as required  
by the Sponsor. 

           C-2 I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the Charter school monthly  
 Disbursement Report for month ending October 31, 2016 as required by the 

Sponsor. 
            C-3 I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the monthly financial statements 

for month ending October 31, 2016 as required by the Sponsor. 
            Emergency Items 
 E-1 I recommend that the Board approve Policy 1.02 Governing Board revisions to  
  reflect the election results of the Officers and Directors at the Annual Meeting. 
 

11. Poll Board for Items to be Pulled for Comment or Questions 
 

12. Approval of Consent Agenda Except for Items Pulled  
Introduced by_____________________Seconded by_____________________ 
All in favor______________________  Opposed______________________ 

 
      13. Approval of Each Pulled Item (Item-by Item) – Introduction by President & Chief 
 Executive Officer 
 
      14. Public Comments on non Agenda Items – Five (5) Minutes Maximum Each Person 
 
      15.  Introduction of Consent Agenda for SOUTHTECH PREPARATORY ACADEMY – 
 President & Chief Executive Officer Jim Kidd  
 Old Business 
 None. 
 Administrative Items  
            PA-1 I recommend that the Board approve the SouthTech Charter Academy/SouthTech 

Preparatory Academy Grades 6-12 Student Progression Plan 2016-2017. 
            PA-2 I recommend that the Board approve the Five Year Strategic Plan. 
 Personnel Items  

  None. 
Financial Items 
PC-1 I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the monthly Charter school 
 bank account reconciliation for month ending October 31, 2016 as required by the  

Sponsor. 
           PC-2 I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the Charter school monthly  
 Disbursement Report for month ending October 31, 2016 as required by the 

Sponsor. 
            PC-3 I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the monthly financial statements 

for month ending October 31, 2016 as required by the Sponsor. 
             



            Emergency Items 
 PE-1 I recommend that the Board approve Policy 1.02 Governing Board revisions to  
  reflect the election results of the Officers and Directors at the Annual Meeting. 

  
      16. Poll Board for Items to be Pulled for Comment or Questions 
 

17. Approval of Consent Agenda Except for Items Pulled  
Introduced by_____________________Seconded by_____________________ 
All in favor______________________  Opposed______________________ 

 
      18. Approval of Each Pulled Item (Item-by Item) – Introduction by President & Chief 
 Executive Officer 
 

19. Public Comments on non Agenda Items – Five (5) Minutes Maximum Each Person 
 

20. Introduction of Consent Agenda for SOUTHTECH SUCCESS CENTER FOUNDING 
BOARD – President & Chief Executive Officer Jim Kidd  
Old Business 
None. 
 

      21. Poll Board for Items to be Pulled for Comment or Questions 
 

22. Approval of Consent Agenda Except for Items Pulled  
Introduced by_____________________Seconded by_____________________ 
All in favor______________________  Opposed______________________ 

 
23. Approval of Each Pulled Item (Item-by Item) – Introduction by President & Chief 

 Executive Officer 
 

      25. GOVERNING BOARD IN THE CAPACITY OF SCHOOL ADVISORY  
            COUNCIL (SAC)   

South Tech Academy: 
School Improvement Steering Committee (SISC) Report – Russ Feldman, 
Chairperson; Donna Baize, Alternate Chairperson 
 
Introduction of the SouthTech Academy SAC Consent Agenda – NO AGENDA 
Russ Feldman, Chairperson 
  

26. Poll SAC for Items to be Pulled from the SAC Consent Agenda for Comment or 
Questions:  NONE. 

 
27. Approval of SAC Consent Agenda Except for Items Pulled: None. 

Introduced by:_____________________Seconded by:_____________________ 
All in favor:______________________  Opposed:______________________ 

 
      28. Approval of Each Pulled Item (Item-by Item) – Introduction by Russell Feldman,  
           Chairperson – NONE. 
 
 



      29. South Tech Preparatory Academy: 
School Improvement Steering Committee (SISC) Report –Diane Heinz, Chairperson 

 
Introduction of the SouthTech Preparatory Academy SAC Consent Agenda – NO 
AGENDA. – Diane Heinz, Chairperson 

 
 30. Poll SAC for Items to be Pulled from the SAC Consent Agenda for Comment or 

 Questions - NONE 
 

31. Approval of SAC Consent Agenda Except for Items Pulled – NONE.  
Introduced by:_____________________Seconded by:_____________________ 
All in favor:______________________  Opposed:______________________ 
 

      32. Approval of Each Pulled Item (Item-by Item) – Introduction by School 
 Improvement Steering Committee Chairperson, Diane Heinz. – NONE. 
 
      33. Board Comments 

 
34. Motion to Adjourn 

Introduced by:______________________Seconded by:______________________ 
All in favor:________________________Opposed:________________________ 
Time________________  

 
 
      Revised:  12-7-16 
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1. Call to order by Mr. Notter at 7:05PM 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Roll Call by Donna Baize: 

Present:   Donna Baize, Roger Dunson, Russell Feldman, Dan Heller, Diane Heinz, Carl McKoy, James Notter 
Absent:  Aram Bloom, Nancy Ernst, Robert Kesten  Quorum 
Mrs. Baize announced that the Nominating Committee met before the Board meeting to review Mrs. Nicolini’s 
application, and they recommends that the Board elects Mrs. Nicolini to join the Board as a member (for both 
the SouthTech Charter Academy, Inc. and the SouthTech Preparatory Academy, Inc. Governing Boards).   
Motion:  Mrs. Baize Second:  Mr. Feldman 
All in favor.  Motion carries. 
Mr. Notter welcomed Mrs. Nicolini to join the Board members and asked her to say a few words as to why she 
wants to join the Board.  Mrs. Nicolini said she has been volunteering at the school ever since her grandson 
started here two years ago.  She said that she likes what is going on at the school, seeing her grandson’s 
improvement and how his attitude has changed.  Mrs. Nicolini would like to continue learn what is going on, 
and being part of the Board to help make decisions.             

4. Open Public Meetings Act Statement – The meeting has been properly noticed. 
5. Public Presentation: None.   

David Arden and Nick Orenduff from Voya Financial presented a $2,000 grant check and a plaque to 
Jacqueline Sonora for winning on her submittal to the Unsung Heroes’ Voya Class 100 grant.  Voya likes to 
recognize teachers because sometimes they do not get the recognition that they are due for the work that they 
put in.  This is the 20th Anniversary of the program and they have given out almost $5,000,000 in grants.  Each 
year, Voya gives out 100 awards to teachers in the United States, and Ms. Sonara is one of those teachers.  Ms. 
Sonara’s project was to make a mini-globe theatre in her classroom with mini models and paper dolls.  She 
decorated the classroom to make it look like a Renaissance theatre, so the students could make Shakespeare 
films. There were 1,350 applications submitted and only 100 selected.  Mr. Orenduff said that the 2017 
applications were out, and to apply at UnsungHeroes.com, where you can read brief summaries of these 
projects. Last year, Meghan Shamdasani won the award. All you do is to describe a project in 250 words, 
double-space, how it benefits the children, and how you would spend the money if you won.  Mr. Arden went 
on to explain more about the possibilities of winning the grant and how doable it is to win. This year, 55% of 
the winners were either from STEM or from the Arts.  The next grant opportunity will be for April 30, 2017.   

6. Approval of the minutes from the SouthTech Academy and SouthTech Preparatory Academy Governing Board 
Regular Board meeting on October 13, 2016. 

 Motion by:  Mr. Dunson   Second by:   Mr. Feldman 
 All in favor.  Motion carries. 
      7.    Treasurer’s/Financial Report:   Mr. Heller reported that the STA/STPA Finance Committee met prior to the 

Board meeting at 6 pm, and they recommend approval for SouthTech Academy Items C-1through C-5, with 
Item C-5 being amended to include Ms. Heinz on the IRS 990 report.   For STPA, they recommend Items 
PC-1 through PC-6, again amending Item PC-5 to include Ms. Heinz’ name on the IRS 990 report.  

     8A.    Chief Executive Officer Report: 
SouthTech Success Center Application:  Mr. Kidd reported that a team met with the District today on the 
SouthTech Success Center application and he believes that they responded well to the questions the District 
had, but he could not get a feel for where the District’s head is on it.  He believes the District staff they met 
with supports us, but he has questions about what lies above them.  The School Board is committed not to 
approve any applications this year, but we are going to try to get ours through.   
SouthTech Schools Summit:  Mr. Kidd commended Mr. Boggess, Mrs. Turenne and anyone who was 
involved with the Summit that was held at STA this morning.  There were approximately 90 business people 
who attended and SouthTech Schools received excellent publicity.   
STPA Student Improvement Plan:  Nicole Handy, Mr. Notter and Mr. Kidd went before the School Board 
on November 2, basically as a formality, but the Student Improvement Plan for STPA was approved.   
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AdvancED Accreditation:   Accreditation for both schools and the LEA system is well on the way.  We went 
through the Readiness Visitation with Mr. Davis and he said it was probably the best-prepared readiness 
visitation that he had been on.  We have much work to do from now until the Visitation Team comes in on 
April 30, and then will be here for May 1, 2 and 3.  We have a Time Task Calendar that is unbelievable in 
order to get ready for the visit.  Each school has to go through the accreditation and Mr. Kidd will do the LEA 
System piece of the accreditation.  His group will have to take what the two schools provide to us to do our 
own self-study as to how we are meeting needs as a system to help those schools to get to where they need to 
go.  Mr. Kidd said he would probably recommend a total reorganization next year to organize an official 
system, with the third school coming.  This self-study will be the best possible thing we could do to prepare for 
that reorganization.  We are like a small school district and next year we hope to be set up to operate more 
efficiently like a small school district.  
School District Drainage Project:  The District is starting a drainage project at the bus compound.  As soon 
as Mr. Kidd has something more official, he will have to convene with the Facilities Committee.  He said that 
we will lose the easement on the east side of the campus and they will be making a retention pond.  We will 
lose parking and they will try to replace the parking.  It will take a load off the drainage system for this 
campus, so there are tradeoffs.  We do need the parking and Mr. Kidd is trying to keep the District from going 
crazy on it, but he is not sure where we stand legally.  He had a conversation with Adam Miller and no one at 
the State seems to know.  Mr. Kidd will keep the Board apprised at they move forward.   
School Sign on Congress Avenue:  Mr. Kidd said we would probably lose our sign on Congress Avenue, 
which is probably a good thing for liability purposes.  The District will bear the expense of taking it down and 
Mr. Kidd has asked for the panels.  Mr. Boggess and Mr. Kidd have been lobbying the City of Boynton Beach 
to change the name of 30th Avenue to SouthTech Way.  If anyone has connections with the City of Boynton 
Beach, go to work on them.   
Gateway:  The process on the Gateway property with Richard Moreno is still in process.  The owners are 
holding off waiting to see if Quantum Academy gets its charter renewal.   
Conflict Resolution:  There has been no movement with the conflict resolution on the wireless and LANDesk 
issue by the District, and Mr. Kidd spoke to a School Board member and told them that he would go to 
mediation on this if he did not see some activity.  Mr. Kidd saw someone here today starting to lay the wire, 
and he told him that the District is serious about getting it done.  The District also owes us $20,000, so we may 
end up in mediation after all.  
Enrollment:  Approximately 1115 students at STA and 492 students at STPA.       

     8B. Director of Professional Programs Report – STA/STPA/Adult Ed Program:  Mr. Boggess reported that they 
held the first Annual SouthTech Schools Summit today, with nearly 100 business and industry leaders from 
Palm Beach County in attendance to hear about who SouthTech Schools is and what our vision and mission for 
our stakeholders and this community is all about.  We had the Mayor of Boynton Beach, a School Board 
member, the Provost from Palm Beach State College, FAU, Nova Southeastern, the Deputy Sheriff from Palm 
Beach County, a variety of CEOs were all here and we described to them who we are.  They left here with the 
message that if they liked what they saw today, to go out and tell five more people about us.  As of right now, 
they commented that they had no idea about our school, which Mr. Boggess said he has heard many times.  
We are finally turning the corner of change.  Today’s event was an eye opener to the Business Development 
Board, Economic Council and even the School Board member, who commented that they knew we were good, 
but they did not know that we were this good.  Mr. Boggess said that Mr. Kidd commended and congratulated 
certain staff members.  We have out on our fence, “Team SouthTech” and Mr. Notter was instrumental in 
creating what that looked like.  Mr. Boggess said he wants to commend all Team SouthTech from the Business 
Operation side to our staff members, to our students, teachers, custodians, to everyone, because today it was a 
full-team effort, from the time the attendees entered and picked up their name badges.  Mr. Boggess asked for 
applause for the team.                
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Mr. Boggess said that events such as the Summit is most impactful.  When you bring in business and industry 
and tell them that we are creating their next generation workforce, they believe in what we are doing, but did 
not know that we existed and were actually doing it.  One of the key pieces Mr. Boggess addressed was the 
mind shift that we have had over the last 30 years that the only way to success is through a college degree. 
That is not true.  Mr. Boggess said he is the biggest proponent of college, but it must be purposeful education, 
and in our mission, we talk about work, higher education and productive citizenship.  Today we outlined that 
success does not equal college.  Success equals a career and we use college as the way to get a meaningful 
career.  The Summit attendees visited all 13 academies and we left it on the things that we need – we need a 
new facility.  Mr. Boggess told them that they need to be our voice.  We purposely held the Summit after the 
November 8 election, because of the penny sales tax that was just passed.  We are on that penny sales tax 
referendum piece, but there is nothing to say there is anything fluid at this point.  If we get enough people 
saying how great SouthTech is and our data proves it, we need to be shifted up. We need a new school and we 
need you to tell them that.  This is what we shared with the Summit attendees today.  
From a SouthTech Academy standpoint, we have been talking about reorganization and we have an item 
coming before the Board today for approval on that.  Mr. Boggess spoke on his assuming the role as STA 
Acting Principal, and he said that he does not take the role lightly, but his intended role in coming to 
SouthTech was not to be the principal. This was a necessary requirement in his leadership role at SouthTech 
Schools and we are going to become an A-rated school once again. In the future, we will continue to define 
what success looks like.  Mr. Boggess went on to explain the new organizational chart with four aligned 
positions for the assistant principals, each having specific roles and responsibilities. This will allow Mr. 
Boggess to not only function in his role of principal for the remainder of the year, but also to continue in his 
role as Director for SouthTech Schools, working at a macro level while still being involved in the micro level 
of one school.  Mr. Boggess told the Board that there are continuously good things happening at SouthTech 
Schools.                   

      8C.   Principal’s Report:  Mr. Boggess reported.                             
      8D.   Middle School Principal:   Mrs. Handy reported that the main focus at STPA is academics.  We are pounding  

Academics every day and they need to step up their game.  There was a staff meeting today and they were told 
that status quo is no longer acceptable.  Mrs. Handy has switched to a portable office and works from her 
laptop and will be spending half of each period in a different classroom, working out of the classroom and 
watching what is going on every day with the academics.  Mr. Hardy has a walk through schedule for each 
classroom every week.  They have completed their Cyber Bullying requirement.  Officer Principe helped them 
with that, as well as videos that the District provided.  Mrs. Handy said they have completed their 
Accreditation Survey, and they should be at 100% after tonight.  They are having a contest for the parent 
surveys and the Homeroom class that has all of the surveys turned in first will get a party, so they should hit 
the 20% mark quickly.  Great things going on at STPA. 
Mr. Notter asked Mrs. Turenne if she had anything and she said that Mr. Boggess said it all. 
Mr. Kidd added that Mrs. Turenne was the MC at the Summit and did an outstanding job.     

      8E.   Committee Reports:  
Mr. Notter mentioned Mr. Feldman’s suggestions regarding the committees and Mr. Kidd has provided Mr. 
Notter with a list of proposals regarding the committee list.  He will go over the list and we will then have a list 
updated of active committees and semi-active committees for the December meeting. Mr. Notter will be in 
contact with Barbara as to the list that will be presented. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

SOUTHTECH CHARTER ACADEMY, INC. 
SOUTHTECH PREPARATORY ACADEMY, INC. 
November 10, 2016 Minutes of the Regular Governing Board/SAC Meeting                 Page 4 
 

1) Policy Committee:  Mr. Kidd reported that there was a Recruitment Open House this month, and with 
changes in state law, we can no longer use the 2.0 GPA nor the test data as a condition for enrollment or 
dismissal.  Everything that we had in our policy was directed to those conditions, so it required some 
revision.  There was no time to convene a committee and Mr. Bloom was out of the country, so Mr. Kidd 
made the revisions and sent the policy out to committee members for them to review.  Mr. Heller had one 
comment on it that Mr. Kidd took into consideration, but did not really change anything because he is 
trying to make the policy where every time there is a minor tweak in the rules and regulations, we do not 
have to change the policy to accommodate them.   What Mr. Kidd did was change the procedure that we 
undergo in enrolling.  He changed it from the standpoint that we cannot use academic performance, but we 
still have attendance and discipline.  He also put a third condition in there, since possibly at all three 
schools, we will get into a situation where we are going to have a lottery.  When the application is 
submitted, we screen discipline and attendance, and if the student meets those conditions, we will send the 
parents notification that we are having orientation.  We will then tell the parents about our tutoring 
program if their child is low performing.  The parent will then sign a partnership that if their child is 
behind and not on track for graduation, they will be put in a special tutorial program.  Our budget next 
year will look different for Title I, because we will have to ramp up to meet this.  It may consist of after-
school or Saturday tutoring or a combination, etc.  The parent will have to commit to that and if they do, 
the application goes to a lottery process.  Mr. Kidd said could we do that.  He does not know but he will 
try the parameters here, because if we cannot move these students, we are doing them and the school a dis-
service. 
There were no other committee reports given. 
     

     9.      Public Comments on Agenda Items – Five (5 Minutes Maximum Each Person) 
 SouthTech Academy – None. 
 SouthTech Preparatory Academy – None. 

   10.       Introduction of Consent Agenda for South Tech Academy – Mr. Kidd introduced the Consent  
 Agenda, except for Item B-4: 

Old Business    
 None. 

Administrative Items 
              A-1 I recommend that the Board approve the donations for the period from October 13, 2016 to November 

10, 2016. 
              A-2 I recommend that the Board approve Policy 8.01 Eligibility Requirements  
  revision. 
              A-3 I recommend that the Board approve the revised SouthTech Schools Organizational Chart. 
 Personnel Items  

               B-1 I recommend that the Board approve the Personnel actions for the previous month. 
              B-2 I recommend that the Board authorize the President to approve the contract with Blue Cross Blue 

Shield for Health Insurance and sign all related documents. 
              B-3 I recommend that the Board approve the insurances for life, dental, vision, and short and long-term 

disability offered to the employees, at no cost to the school. 
              B-4 I recommend that the Board approve the purchase of holiday gift cards for SouthTech employees.  

(Recommended by Mr. Notter, Board Chair) 
              B-5 I recommend that the Board approve the revised Job Descriptions for the Assistant Principals.   
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Financial Items 
C-1 I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the monthly Charter school bank account reconciliation for  

month ending September 30, 2016 as required  
by the Sponsor. 

           C-2 I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the Charter school monthly  
 Disbursement Report for month ending September 30, 2016 as required by the Sponsor. 
               C-3 I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the monthly financial statements for month ending 

September 30, 2016 as required by the Sponsor. 
C-4 I recommend that the Board approve the engagement letter for auditing services between SouthTech 

Academy, Inc. and Keefe, McCullough & Co., LLP.  
               C-5 I recommend that the Board approve the Internal Revenue Service Form 990 for SouthTech 

Academy. 
               Emergency Items 
  None.  
       11.   Poll Board for Items to be Pulled for Comment or Questions:  

  Mr. Notter pulled Item B-4 for recommendation. 
              12.   Approval of SouthTech Academy Consent Agenda with exception of the items pulled: 

 Motion:  Ms. Heinz      Second by:   Mr. Dunson 
 All in favor.  Motion carries.   

      13.    Approval of Each Pulled Item (Item-by-Item): 
               Item B-4 I recommend that the Board approve the purchase of holiday gift cards for SouthTech 

employees. (Recommended by Mr. Notter, Board Chair)   
               Motion:  Mr. Notter Second:  Ms. Heinz 
               All in favor.  Motion carries. 

                              Mr. Kidd welcomed Mrs. Kurtz, who is moving into an Assistant Principal position in the 
reorganization, and asked her to come sit with the administrators.   

 14.    Public Comments on non-Agenda Items:  None. 
     15.    Introduction of Consent Agenda for SouthTech Preparatory Academy – Mr. Kidd introduced the                  
              Consent Agenda, except for Item B-4: 
 Old Business 
 None. 
 Administrative Items  
              PA-1 I recommend that the Board approve Policy 8.01 Eligibility Requirements revision. 
              PA-2 I recommend that the Board approve the SouthTech Schools Organizational Chart revision. 
              Personnel Items  

               PB-1 I recommend that the Board approve the Personnel actions for the previous month. 
              PB-2 I recommend that the Board authorize the President to approve the contract with Blue Cross Blue 

Shield for Health Insurance and sign all related documents. 
              PB-3 I recommend that the Board approve the insurances for life, dental, vision, and short and long-term 

disability offered to the employees, at no cost to the school. 
              PB-4 I recommend that the Board approve the purchase of holiday gift cards for SouthTech employees.  

(Recommended by Mr. Notter, Board Chair). 
Financial Items 
PC-1 I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the monthly Charter school bank account reconciliation for  
              month ending September 30, 2016 as required by the Sponsor. 
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 PC-2 I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the Charter school monthly  
 Disbursement Report for month ending September 30, 2016 as required by the Sponsor. 
              PC-3 I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the monthly financial statements for month ending 

September 30, 2016 as required by the Sponsor. 
PC-4 I recommend that the Board approve the engagement letter for auditing services between SouthTech 

Preparatory Academy, Inc. and Keefe, McCullough & Co., LLP. 
              PC-5   I recommend that the Board approve the Internal Revenue Service Form 990 for SouthTech 

Preparatory, Inc.  (Amended to include Ms. Heinz name.) 
              PC-6 I recommend that the Board not exercise the warranty premium option on the 1325 Gateway 

Boulevard property as described in the Summary Information.  
              Emergency Items 
 None. 
     16.    Poll Board for Items to be Pulled for Comment or Questions:  

Mr. Heller pulled Item PA-1; Mr. Notter pulled Item PB-4. 
      17.    Approval of SouthTech Preparatory Academy Consent Agendas with exception of the items pulled: 

 Motion:  Mr. Heller     Second by:   Mr. Dunson 
 All in favor.  Motion carries.   

     18.   Approval of Each Pulled Item (Item-by-Item):  
               Item PA-1 I recommend that the Board approve Policy 8.01 Eligibility Requirements revision. 
               Mr. Heller said he pulled the item only because the Policy 8.01 backup for the item was for SouthTech 

Academy and not SouthTech Prep.  (The correct STPA policy 8.01 will be placed with the packet.)   
               Item PB-4 I recommend that the Board approve the purchase of holiday gift cards for SouthTech  

employees. (Recommended by Mr. Notter, Board Chair)   
               Motion:  Mr. Notter Second:  Ms. Heinz 
               All in favor.  Motion carries. 
    19.    Public Comments on non-Agenda Items: None. 

At this point, Mr. Kidd said that Mr. Messmer, Assistant Director for Adult Ed did not give his report and 
invited him to do so.  He asked Barbara to put his name back on the agenda. 
Mr. Messmer reported that we are up to 270 ESOL students and 40 GED students.  Total enrollment on any 
given night, there are more than 225 people in Workforce training and in the Adult Ed program, we are in 
excess of 500 total.  Tonight they were able to arrange for Dr. Kirschner to come and offer free vision 
screenings for our GED and ESOL students.  There are 20 students from Palm Beach State College under Dr. 
Kirschner’s supervision along with two of our Adult Ed instructors circulating around to the classes to give the 
students an opportunity to get a free screening.  Things are going really well.  The Director of Adult 
Community Education, Mr. Simms, coming in on Wednesday.  Mr. Messmer sent well wishes to Bernice 
Bridgett, who had someone pass away in her family that she was close to, and had a brief health issue this past 
week.  We certainly felt her absence.  All is well with Adult Ed at this point.     

 20. Board in the Capacity of School Advisory Council (SAC) for:  
SouthTech Academy  
School Improvement Steering Committee (SISC) Report – STA SISC Chairperson – Mr. Feldman/Mrs. 
Baize 
Mr. Baize reported that the committee met and that she would like Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Lamerson to 
update the Board.  They are bring one item to the Board for approval. 
Mrs. Williams said they spoke to the committee about some of the fun things that are going on at SouthTech.  
She brought pictures of the different student activities to pass around to the Board.  They had the Anti-
Bullying Day on October 19 and there was a poster contest for the students.  The students also participated in 
the Marine Pull-up Challenge.  There are also updates to the School Improvement Plan and she deferred to 
Mrs. Lamerson for that information.   
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Mrs. Lamerson said that submitted the School Improvement Plan to the School District and they recommended 
some changes.  We originally had three goals and they recommended that we would condense them to just 
two, so we combined goals two and three.  They also recommended that we increase our targets for 
instructional growth in the ELA/Math proficiency to 10%, as we were only targeting a 3% growth, which 
would still put us under the fifty percentile.  There were the two changes that we brought to the SISC this 
evening.  
Introduction of the STA - SAC Consent Agenda – by Chairperson Donna Baize. 

            Item D-1 I recommend that the School Advisory Council (SAC) approve the 2016-2017 School 
Improvement Plan (SIP) revisions, as recommended by the School Improvement Steering 
Committee. 

               Motion:  Mrs. Baize             Second:  Mrs. Nicolini 
               All in favor.  Motion carries.        
    21.  Poll SAC for Items to be pulled from the SAC Consent Agenda for Comment or Questions:   
  None. 
    22.  Approval of SAC Consent Agenda Except for Items Pulled:  

None. 
    23.  Approval of Each Pulled Item (Item-by Item) – Introduction by Chairperson:  None.  
    24.  Board in the Capacity of School Advisory Council (SAC) for: 

SouthTech Preparatory Academy  
School Improvement Steering Committee (SISC) Report – Chairperson Diane Heinz 
Mr. Hardy gave the update for the STPA School Improvement Steering Committee.  They met this evening 
and for the major part of the meeting, they discussed where we are as a school in the accreditation process.  We 
shared with the committee the five standards by which the school will be measured.  We talked how the 
parents and the stakeholders can be a part in helping us to reach those standards.  More specifically, we spoke 
about our site action plan and we are working together with the consultant in formulating and addressing five 
areas where we will be making improvements, those being data analysis, professional development, parent 
involvement, instructional methods and technology.  We also talked about the upcoming Recruitment Open 
House on November 30.    

 Introduction of the STA - SAC Consent Agenda – Chairperson Diane Heinz (No items).  
    25.  Poll SAC for Items to be Pulled from the SAC Consent Agenda for Comment or Questions:  None. 
    26.  Approval of SAC Consent Agenda Except for Items Pulled:  None. 
    27.  Approval of Each Pulled Item (Item-by Item) – Introduction by Chairperson:  None. 
    28.   Board Comments:  

Mrs. Baize said she is glad that all is rolling along so well and she is happy to hear some good things about the 
accreditation process, and to keep up the good work.  She also mentioned that she had a message from her 
daughter, Katy, who graduated from the Medical Academy.  She sends her regards and thanks everyone at 
SouthTech, especially Mrs. Sweeney.  Katy is now part of the University of Michigan Hospital System, working in 
Oncology, her dream job.  Mrs. Baize thanks everyone at SouthTech for encouraging Katy as much as they did.  
Katy loved it here and so did all of Mrs. Baize’s children, who attended SouthTech.  Mr. Boggess asked Mrs. Baize 
for a photo of Katy and a brief write-up to go with it for our SouthTech Schools Newsletter.   
Mr. Heller said it is great to hear how we are moving forward and the fantastic information and news about the 
Summit.  He continues to be impressed by the caliber of staff that we have, people going above and beyond.  Mr. 
Heller said that the newsletters are great, and the one that the Vet Assisting Academy put out is fantastic.  He was 
not sure who put that out – and he was told it was Michelle Brown. He appreciates the hard work that went into it.  
He is glad Mr. Kidd is in form again and he looks forward to reaching the goals for the students.  Have a Happy 
Thanksgiving. 
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Mr. Dunson said it looks like we had a great event today.  Everyone is doing a great job and keep up the good 
work. Happy Thanksgiving. 
Mr. Feldman wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and he commented that the newsletters are terrific.  
Mrs. Nicolini said that she appreciates coming on the Board and listening to the information that the Board is 
sharing.  She also pointed out the artwork that the students had hanging in the Media Center and she purposely 
had them hand the work up for the Board to see tonight. She said that DECA and the Sciences are doing a 
great job.   
Ms. Heinz asked how many Board members could we have on the Board.  The response was 15 members.  She 
mentioned someone with an IT background that we may want to recruit.  They went and toured the IT 
Academy and Ms. Heinz said that the teacher is amazing.  The students were so mature, focused and 
impressive.  They also visited the Music Academy and Culinary and the Culinary students were so 
professional and polite.  The way that the students handled themselves made her feel that she was at the 
Breakers’ Hotel.  The entire Summit event was wonderful.   Ms. Heinz said that she is humbled and honored to 
be part of SouthTech. 
Mr. Notter congratulated Mrs. Nicolini and asked her to please continue to interact.  He said that he is sure that 
they will notice her more and more and to please feel free to talk with Mr. Kidd or any of the Board members.  

 He also mentioned going before the School District School Board to talk about the STPA School Improvement 
Plan.  They give you three minutes to speak and he said that he took more than enough of his share of time.  
Enough that Mrs. Handy did not get a chance to speak.  He said that he apologized that day, but wanted to 
apologize to Mrs. Handy again in a formal setting.  He said there was much work done on that plan by Mrs. 
Handy and her staff and her support help.  The State had already approved it, and they opened that particular 
item and everyone had already approved it, so Mr. Notter was asking himself, then what are we doing here?  
This is one of the sad parts about the system and how it works against charter schools.  In closing, Mr. Notter 
said we are coming into a season of thankfulness, and he wants the Board to know, Mr. Kidd and staff that in 
this season, he has a special thanks to Mr. Kidd for recruiting him on the Board and for what you all do – it is 
awesome. 
Mr. Kidd said that the next Board meeting will be on December 8, but it is also our Holiday Feast, and in the 
past, we had an early Board meeting that day, following the Holiday Feast.  Perhaps the Board Chair could 
authorize that. Mr. Notter said he had no problem with it as long as it is properly advertised.   
Mr. Pegg from the Charter School office is going to try to have the SouthTech Success Center go before the 
School Board on December 7.  There are probably specific people that will have to address the School Board 
and Mr. Kidd would like to get as many Board members as possible to attend to show support.      

     29.   Motion to Adjourn: 
      Mr. Dunson motioned to adjourn at 8:20 pm until the the Regular Board meeting on December 8, 2016.     

                    
  
  
            Minutes Prepared by: ____________________________ Approved by:       
                                                         Barbara J. Fraga          James F. Notter, Chair 



 
SOUTHTECH CHARTER ACADEMY, INC. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
December 8, 2016 

 
Old Business    

 None. 
 
Administrative Items 

            A-1 I recommend that the Board approve the donations for the period from November 
10, 2016 to December 8, 2016. 

            A-2 I recommend that the Board approve the SouthTech Charter Academy/SouthTech  
  Preparatory Academy Grades 6-12 Student Progression Plan 2016-2017. 
            A-3 I recommend that the Board approve the attached State of Florida Department of 

Transportation Stipulation of Settlement.  
 A-4 I recommend that the Board approve the Five Year Strategic Plan. 
 
 Personnel Items  

  None. 
.   

Financial Items 
C-1 I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the monthly Charter school  

  bank account reconciliation for month ending October 31, 2016 as required  
by the Sponsor. 

           C-2 I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the Charter school monthly  
 Disbursement Report for month ending October 31, 2016 as required by the 

Sponsor. 
            C-3 I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the monthly financial statements 

for month ending October 31, 2016 as required by the Sponsor. 
 
            Emergency Items 
 E-1 I recommend that the Board approve Policy 1.02 Governing Board revisions to  
  reflect the election results of the Officers and Directors at the Annual Meeting. 
  

 
  Revised:  12-7-16 
 

 



Governing Board of Directors 
SouthTech Charter Academy, Inc. 

 
 

 
 
Motion: 

 
I recommend that the Board approve the donations for the period from November 10, 2016 to 
December 8, 2016. 
 
Summary Information: 

 
In following Board Policies 6.104 and 6.1041, these donations are brought forth for Board 
approval. 
 
Attachments:  Donations  
 
 
 
Presented By: 
 
Jim Kidd, President & Chief Executive Officer 
  
 
Financial Impact: 
 
The financial impact for this item varies depending on the various items donated.   
 

Agenda Item 
A-1 

Board Meeting 
     December 8, 2016 



First Name Last Name Business Date Contributions
  Phi Delta Kappa FL NU Chapter 11/17/2016 $3,695.00

 

First Name Last Name Business Date Contributions

Matthew McDonald Cycle Gear 11/07/2016 Bilt Rapido Leather Jacket

William Louis Publix 11/10/2016 Assorted Pastries

 Susan Rodgers Yamaha  Motor Corp., U.S.A., 
Marine Group Co 11/17/2016 2 Yamaha Engines F-350 Model # LF35OUBCB P.I.D. # 6AXU-

1005277and Model # F35TXR P.I.D. # 6AWX-1002148

Kohn T Paxman 11/22/2016 2000 ASPT MC 1200 CC ID # FLA52269

First Name Last Name Business Date Contributions

South Tech Academy Donations For The Governing Board

Donations

Marketable Donations

Cash

Non-Cash
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Motion: 
 

I recommend that the Board approve the SouthTech Charter Academy/SouthTech Preparatory 
Academy Grades 6-12 Student Progression Plan 2016-2017. 
 
 
Summary Information: 
 
The Student Progression Plan requires an annual review after Florida statutes and State Board of 
Education rules are finalized.  The SouthTech Charter Academy/SouthTech Preparatory 
Academy Grades 6-12 Student Progression Plan reflects statutory and rule revisions.  
 

 
Attachments:  SouthTech Charter Academy/SouthTech Preparatory Academy Grades 6-12  

           Student Progression Plan 2016-2017 
 
 
Presented By: 
 
Jim Kidd, President & Chief Executive Officer 
  
 
Financial Impact: 
 
There is no financial impact associated with this item. 
 

Agenda Item 
A-2 

Board Meeting 
December 8, 2016 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Grades 6 - 12 
Student Progression Plan 

Entry, Promotion, Retention, and Graduation 
 
 
 
 
 

2016-2017 
 
 
 

 
 
 

James R. Kidd, President 
John-Anthony Boggess, Principal 

Nicole Handy, Principal 
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Introduction 
 
PURPOSE OF THE PLAN 
In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.25(1)(2), the purpose of the 6-12 Student Progression Plan is that 
each student’s progression from one grade to another be determined, in part, upon satisfactory 
performance in English Language Arts, mathematics, science, and social studies; that district school board 
policies facilitate student achievement; that each student and his or her parent be informed of the student’s 
academic progress; and that students have access to educational options that provide academically 
challenging coursework or accelerated instruction pursuant to Florida Statute § 1002.3105.  

This Student Progression Plan strives to ensure that the required program of study, placement, promotion, 
reporting, retention, and special programs are equitable and comprehensive for all students. It is the 
responsibility of the Governing Board of SouthTech 1 and SouthTech Administration to provide students 
with effective instructional and remedial programs that monitor progress, promote continuous 
achievement, and make provisions for individual differences. 
 

PLAN FORMAT  
The Middle School sections represent Grade 6 through Grade 8.  The High School sections represent Grade 
9 through Grade 12. 

 
When relevant, citations of Florida Statutes, School Board Policies, as well as resources, are provided. 
Most of the citations and resources/references, such as websites and forms, are hyperlinked to direct 
sites for easy access. 

This Student Progression Plan Includes: 

• standards for evaluating each student's performance, including how well he/she masters the 
 performance standards approved by the State Board of Education; 
• specific levels of performance in reading, writing, mathematics, and science for each grade level 
 (including the levels of performance below which a student must receive remediation or be  retained 
in an  intensive program); and 

• alternative placement options for students who have been retained two or more years. 

In addition, the Plan includes information about student eligibility and procedural requirements for 
whole-grade promotion, midyear promotion, and subject-matter acceleration. This information includes: 
 
• the process for parent(s)2 and students to request student participation in Academically challenging 

Curriculum to Enhance Learning (ACCEL) and the additional options available at the student's school; 

• advising parent(s) and students to contact the principal regarding student eligibility and 
participation requirements for these options, including virtual instruction in higher grade level 
subjects; 

• advising parent(s) and students of early and accelerated graduation options; and 

• reference all Dual Enrollment courses available within the Dual Enrollment Articulation 
 Agreement. 
 

1 Throughout the Student Progression Plan, "STA" will be used to refer to SouthTech Academy and “STPA” will be used to refer 
to SouthTech Preporatory Academy. 
2 Throughout the Student Progression Plan, when the word "parent(s)" is used, it also refers to "legal guardian(s)" and persons 

acting as a parent. 
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Mission, Goals, and System Wide Measures 
The Florida Department of Education's mission, stated in Florida Statute § 1008.31(2), is to increase 
the proficiency of all students within one seamless, efficient system. This is accomplished by providing 
students with the opportunity to expand their knowledge and skills through learning opportunities 
and research valued by students, parents, and communities, while maintaining an accountability 
system that measures student progress toward the following goals: 
• highest student achievement; 
• seamless articulation and maximum access; 
• skilled workforce and economic development; and 
• quality efficient services. 

Florida's Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) 
Through implementing the problem-solving framework, Florida's Multi-Tiered System of Supports 
(MTSS) provides high-quality instruction and intervention matched to student needs.  According to the 
Florida Department of Education3, MTSS involves the systematic use of assessment data to inform 
instructional decisions and efficiently allocate resources to improve learning for all students. 
The core characteristics that underpin the MTSS model are: 
• high-quality, research-based instruction provided to students in all settings; 
• continuous monitoring of student performance; 
• screening of all students for academic and behavioral problems; 
• multiple levels or tiers of instruction that are progressively more intense and based on the  student's 
response to instruction; and  
• implementation of a problem-solving method across all levels or tiers. 
 
Academic Standards 
The Plan herein incorporates the Florida Standards, Next Generation Sunshine State Standards 
(NGSSS), and ACCEL options that provide academically challenging coursework or accelerated 
instruction to students in 6th through 12th grade. 

Responsibilities 
The SouthTech Instructional personnel are responsible for providing assistance to schools to 
consider the individual student's academic needs when placing students in subjects, grade levels, or 
specialty programs. 

The principal of a school is responsible for making and maintaining required records/reports and 
providing leadership for instruction that meets the needs of all students. [Florida Statutes §§ 1001.54 
& 1012.281 

Teachers are responsible for providing effective instruction and remediation, as well as, documenting 
instruction in all content areas and students' mastery of the above Standards. 
 
 
 
 
 
3The publication, MTSS Implementation Components: Ensuring Common Language and Understanding, is available through the Bureau 

of Exceptional Education and Student Services, Florida Department of Education. The Guide is designed to assist school districts, state 
agencies that support educational programs, and parents in the provision of special programs for exceptional students. This document 
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is available online at http://www.florida-rti.org/index.htm. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 

Initial Entry Requirements 
 
 
To register a student, the following four types of documents are required: 
 
1. valid Birth Certificate or other documentation of birth as stated above5; 
2. Certification of a Physical/Health Examination6 (submitted within 30 school days, if not 

available at the time of registration); 

3. proof of residence7; and 

4. Florida Certificate of Immunization. (Refer to Immunization Requirements section) 

 
According to Florida Statute § 1003.01(12) and State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03411(l)(s), students 
who are without a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, are considered children and youths 
who are experiencing homelessness. Pursuant to the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance 
Improvements Act of 2001 (Section 725) 42 U.S.C.A. § 11432(g)(3)(A)-(C), these children are to be enrolled 
immediately in the school that meets the best interest of the student. Arrangements are to be made for 
immunizations, transportation, and all other school services. Appropriate student, school, and grade level 
placement, as well as completion of required immunizations and physical examination, shall occur within 
30 school days of enrollment. Refer to School Board Policy 5.74 entitled Students Experiencing 
Homelessness and Florida Statute § 1003.21(l)(f) for procedures relating to the enrollment of these 
students. 

When a student is not living with a biological or adoptive parent, and is registering for a school based on 
residence and is not experiencing homelessness, a person acting as parent must complete the Affidavit of 
Person Acting as Parent (PBSD 1543). See School Board Policy 5.011(8) for guidelines regarding the use of 
this form. 

A student who is emancipated, as described within School Board Policy 5.072, and provides sufficient 
documentation to the principal is not required to live in a residence with an adult authority as a condition 
of admission to school. 

The STA New and Returning Student Registration Form (STAI10636), must be completed by the parent(s), 
signed, and returned to school at the beginning of each school year or when the student enters STA. This 
form is available in English, Spanish, Haitian Creole, and Portuguese. Parent(s) needing additional 
language assistance can contact the School or the Department of Multicultural Education at: (561) 434-
8620.  Additionally, schools must meet the language needs of parent(s) at all relevant stages of the 
registration process in a timely manner to ensure meaningful access to their students' educational 
opportunities 

5 If a passport is offered for verification of birth, it may not be duplicated for placement in the cumulative folder.  
6 See Florida Statute § 1003.22, State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.024, and School Board Policy 5.06(A)(2), as well as the recommended: 

School Entry Health Exam (DH 3040). Refer to Health Requirement section. Footnote 4, addresses temporary exemption criteria. 
7 For a student assigned to a school based on the student’s residence under School Board Policy 5.01(1)(b), parent(s) must provide proof 

of residence to show that the student resides within the boundary of the school to which he/she is applying by presenting 
documentation, as required by School Board Policies 5.01 and 5.011(5), such as lease, mortgage, or utility bill. 
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Maximum Age Limit For Enrollment 

A person who is involved in a continuous program of study may be enrolled in a regular high school 
program through the end of the semester in which he/she reaches 21 years of age. A person is deemed in 
a continuous program of study even though such program was interrupted by military service, illness, or 
other extenuating circumstances as deemed by the principal or designee. A person who has not been 
enrolled in a continuous program of study and who has attained the age of 20 years of age on or before 
the opening of the school year shall not be enrolled in any regular high school program. A19 year-old 
person who has had a break in enrollment (see exception above), who will reach 20 years of age during 
the school year, may enroll in a regular high school program and remain enrolled until the end of that 
school year. 
 
 

 

Students with Disabilities (SWD) Program  
Students with a disability who began 9th grade in the 2013-2014 school year or prior shall be considered 
to be “in a continuous study program” when that student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
requires continued services by the School District. If an ESE-eligible student graduates with a Special 
Diploma, a Certificate of Completion, or a Special Certificate of completion, and has not reached age 22, 
the student may, at his/her option, continue to receive a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) 
through the school year of the student's 22nd birthday, or until he/she earns a Standard Diploma, 
whichever comes first. Graduation with a Standard Diploma, regardless of age, constitutes cessation of 
FAPE and a change in placement, requiring written prior notice. Students with disabilities continue to be 
eligible for FAPE through the end of the school year in which the student turns age 22 if they have not 
earned a Standard Diploma, even if they have earned a General Education Development (GED) credential. 
Beginning with students who began 9th grade in the 2014-2015 school year, who’s IEP requires special 
education, transition planning, transition services or related services through the age of 21 may defer 
receipt of their standard diploma. Parents and students must be notified in writing by January 30th of the 
year in which the student is expected to meet all graduation requirements. Parents must respond to 
accept graduation or defer, by district deadline. In addition, once a student defers, he/she must be 
enrolled in accelerated college credit instruction, industry certification courses that lead to college credit, 
a collegiate high school program, courses necessary to satisfy the Scholar Diploma Designation 
requirements or a structured work-study, internship or pre-apprenticeship program in order to continue 
to receive FAPE (State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09963(6), F.A.C. and Florida Statute § 
1003.4282(11)(c)) [Title 34, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Section, 300.102(a)(3) and State Board of 
Education Rule 6A-6.03028] 

 

Students with Active Section 504 Accommodation Plans 
Students with a Section 504 Accommodation Plan must be "of school age" to continue receiving 
elementary and secondary educational services under Section 504. Title 34. Code of Federal Regulations 
Section 104.3(k)(4)(l)(2)] 

 
Students Who Qualify for ESOL 
Students who qualify for ESOL services may be enrolled in a regular high school program through the end 
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of the semester in which he/she reaches 21 years of age, regardless of previously interrupted schooling. 
ELL students may not be withdrawn solely due to lack of credits. 

 

Students Who Attain Age 16 
Students who attain age 16 during the school year are not subject to compulsory school attendance 
beyond the date that they attain 16 years of age if the student files a formal declaration of intent. Refer to 
Student Exit Interview (PBSD 1055). At the bottom of the form, "Intent to Terminate" must be checked 
and the form must be signed by the student in order to terminate school enrollment with the School 
District. The School District must notify the student’s parent(s) of receipt of the student’s intent to 
terminate school enrollment. The student’s school counselor or other school personnel must conduct an 
exit interview with the student to determine the reasons for the student’s decision to terminate school 
enrollment and the actions that could be taken to keep the student in school. The student must be 
informed of opportunities to continue his/her education in a different environment, including but not 
limited to, Adult Education and high school equivalency examination preparation. 
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HEALTH REQUIREMENTS 

Physical Examination and Immunization Requirements 
All pre-K, Kindergarten, 7th grade, and new students seeking entrance into a public school in Palm Beach 
County must meet the requirements of School Board Policy 5.06 and Florida Statute § 1003.22 and present, 
at the time of entry, a valid Florida Certificate of Immunization Form (DH 680) and a valid health 
examination preferably documented on State of Florida School Entry Health Exam Form (DH 3040) 
performed within one year prior to enrollment. [State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0985]  
 
In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0985 and Fla. Admin. Code 64D-3.046, students will 
not be admitted into class without proof of immunization with the physician’s signature and office stamp, 
absent a lawful exception. However, it is permissible to allow 30 school days for the transfer of records. 
 

2016-2017 explanation of physical examination requirements 

*Form DH 3040 - State of Florida School Entry Health Exam Form 

 
The Florida Certification of Immunization Form (DH 680) is available from either private physicians or the 
Florida Department of Health. The form includes sections for temporary and permanent medical 
exemptions based on medical reasons. For example, all medical exemptions must be signed by a physician 
(M.D. or D.O.), Temporary Medical Exemptions must have an expiration date, and Permanent Medical 
Exemptions must specify which vaccine the student is exempt from and the valid clinical reason for 
exemption. 
 
Required Immunization Forms 
 
 
 
 
The Certificate of Religious Exemption (DH 681) is available only through the Florida Department of health. 
Only an original DH 681, generated by The Florida SHOTS Program for the Health Department, will be 
accepted at school sites. 
 
 
 
 

STUDENTS PHYSICAL EXAMINATION 

All SDPBC students 
School Health Entry Exam on Form DH 3040* required for pre-K, 
Kindergarten, and 7th grade 

All transfer students within the 
SDPBC and other counties within the 
State of Florida (including private 
schools) 

Review of School Health Entry Exam on Form DH 3040* (original or copy) for 
at least Kindergarten and/or 7th grade documentation 

All transfer students from another 
state or country 

School Health Entry Exam Form DH 3040* (original or copy) required for all 
grades. Physicals presented on forms from another state are acceptable, if 
they include all components covered on Form DH 3040* and have the 
physician's signature and office stamp. Physicals must have been performed 
within one year of enrollment, unless exemption is based on a written 
request for religious reasons. 

The following DOH forms must be completed, as applicable: 
Immunization Form (DH 680 or Florida SHOTS printed DH 680 
 

NOTE: Homeless students and students entering a juvenile justice program without immunization and physical exam 
documentation must be enrolled and receive a 30 school-day exemption.  Follow-up with these students on temporary 
exemptions is required prior to the expiration of the exemption. 
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According to the Florida Department of Health Immunization Program and Department of Health Rule 64D-
3.046, the required immunizations and dosages for elementary, middle, and high school students are as 
follows: 

Middle School/Grades 6-8 Immunization Requirements 
 

Immunization Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

DTaP/DT Series X X X 
Tdap Booster  X X 
Polio Series X X X 
MMR (2 doses) X X X 
Hepatitis B Series X X X 

Varicella (1 dose)    

Varicella (2 doses) X X X 
Source: http://www.floridahealth.gov/healthy-people-and-families/childrens-health/school-health/enrollment.html 

 
High School/Grades 9-12 Immunization Requirements 

 
Immunization Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

DTaP/DT Series X X X X 
Tdap Booster X X X X 
Polio Series X X X X 
MMR (2 doses) X X X X 
Hepatitis B Series X X X X 
Varicella (1 dose) X X X X 
Source: http://www.floridahealth.gov/healthy-people-and-families/childrens-health/school-health/enrollment.html 
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PLACEMENT OF TRANSFER STUDENTS 
 
The following section addresses procedures relating to the acceptance of transfer work and credit for 
students, as specified in Florida Statute 1003.25 

 

Enrollment and placement of children of active duty military families is under the guidelines of the 
Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children. 

 

ST MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) TRANSFER STUDENTS  
A student who transfers to a SouthTech school must submit an official transcript. Grades earned and 
offered for acceptance shall be accepted at face value subject to validation, if required by the receiving 
school’s accreditation. (More information on AdvancED® validation, including AdvancED® accredited 
agencies, is located at http://www.advanc-ed.org.) In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-
1.09942, if the student does not possess an official transcript or is a Home Education student, successful 
completion of courses shall be validated through performance during the first grading period. 
 
Validation Process for Middle School (6-8)  
 
As stated in State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09942, validation of courses shall be based on performance 
in classes at the receiving school. A student transferring into a school shall be placed at the appropriate 
sequential course level and should be passing each required course at the end of the first grading period. 
Students who do not meet this requirement shall have courses validated using the Alternative Validation 
Procedure, as outlined in the next subsection of this Plan.  
 

Alternative Validation Procedure for Middle School (6-8)  
 
As stated in State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09942, if validation based on performance as good cause 
described above is not satisfactory, then any one of the following alternatives shall be used for validation 
purposes as determined by the teacher, principal, and parent(s):  
 
1. portfolio evaluation by the School District Superintendent/designee;  
2. demonstrated performance in courses taken at other public or private accredited schools;  
3. demonstrated proficiencies on nationally-normed standardized subject area assessments; 
4. demonstrated proficiencies on the statewide assessments; or  
5. written review of the criteria utilized for a given subject provided by the former school. 

  
Students must be provided at least 90 calendar days from date of transfer to prepare for nationally-normed 
standardized subject area assessments and statewide assessments outlined above, if required.  
 
The student’s custodial parent(s) may appeal the placement decision to the School District 
Superintendent/designee within 14 calendar days of the principal’s decision.
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HIGH SCHOOL (9-12) TRANSFER STUDENTS 

A student who transfers to STA must submit an official transcript. Grades earned and offered for 
acceptance shall be accepted at face value subject to validation, if required by the receiving school's 
accreditation. (More information on AdvancEd validation, including AdvancEd Accredited Agencies, is 
located at http://www.advanc-ed.org.) In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09941, if the 
student does not possess an official transcript or is a Home Education student, successful completion of 
courses shall be validated through performance during the first grading period the student is enrolled. 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.4282(7), transfer students must pass the Algebra 1 EOC as a 
graduation requirement, unless the student earns a comparative score on the PERT or submits proof of an 
approved Algebra 1 EOC passing score from another state. In all other EOC courses, if a student previously 
earned 1.0 credit, the student does not need to take the EOC. 
 
Validation of Transfer Credits/Grades for High School (9-12) 
The principal shall validate transfer credit(s) or grades, which shall be based on performance during the 
first grading period the student is enrolled if: 
• validation of the official transcript is deemed necessary under the AdvancEd policy; 

• the student does not possess an official transcript; and/or 
• the student is a Home Education student without an official transcript from an educational institution 

or program. 

High School Validation Process for High School (9-12) 
As stated in State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.Q9941, validation of credits shall be based on performance 
in courses at the receiving school. A student transferring into a school shall be placed in the appropriate 
sequential course(s) and must have a minimum Grade Point Average (GPA) of 2.0 being validated at the 
end of the first grading period the student is enrolled. Students who do not meet this requirement shall 
have credits validated using the Alternative Validation Procedure, as outlined in the next subsection of this 
Plan. 

The grade of "P" (Pass) is used when validating/granting transfer credits for coursework when an official 
transcript or grades that equate to those used at STA cannot be obtained. It is also used when "P" is 
specified on an official transcript. A grade of "P" is a transcript grade only, not a report card grade. It gives 
credit for coursework, but does not affect the GPA. 

Alternative Validation Procedure for High School (9-12) 
As stated in State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09941, if validation based on performance as described 
above is not satisfactory, or when it is not applicable because there is no sequential course, then any one 
of the following alternatives shall be used for validation purposes as determined by the teacher, principal, 
and parent(s): 
1. portfolio evaluation by the Principal/designee; 

2. written recommendation by a Florida certified teacher selected by the parent(s) and approved by the 
principal; 
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3. satisfactory performance in courses taken through Dual Enrollment or at other public or private 
accredited schools; 

4. satisfactory proficiencies on nationally-normed standardized subject area assessments; 

5. satisfactory proficiencies on a Florida Standards Assessment (FSA); or 
 
6. written review of the criteria utilized for a given subject provided by the former school. 

Students should be provided at least 90 calendar days from date of transfer to prepare for nationally-
normed standardized subject area assessments, statewide standardized, or EOC Assessment outlined 
above, if required. 

During the first semester of school, placement will be based on the following credits: 
 

CREDITS NEEDED FOR GRADUATION GRADE PLACEMENT 

18 or more 9th Grade 

11 to 17.5 10,h Grade 

4.0 to 10.5 11th Grade 

3.5 or less 12th Grade 

CREDITS NEEDED FOR GRADUATION GRADE PLACEMENT 

20 or more 9th Grade 

14.5 to 20.5 10,h Grade 

7.5 to 14 11th Grade 

7.0 or less 12th Grade 

During the second semester of school, placement will be based on the following credits: 
 

Transfer Students Placement for Graduation 
Students transferring in from outside of the STA will be placed on a schedule to graduate with their 
cohort, based on the number of credits needed to graduate. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER (ELL) TRANSFER STUDENTS 
In accordance with State Board of Education Rules 6A-6.0900 and 6A-6.0905, the School District of Palm 
Beach County Plan for Services to English Language Learners is available at 
http://www.palmbeachschools.org/multicultural/ELLPlan.asp).  During registration, the initial date a 
student first entered a school in the United States, Date Entered United States School (DEUSS), is 
collected. An ELL is identified and assessed to determine eligibility for services, in accordance with State 
Board of Education Rule 6A-6.0902(1)(2). 
 
The English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) coordinator/contact person and the school 
counselor/administrator shall review the educational background of the transferring student to 
determine appropriate grade level, subject, and ESOL Program placement. [State Board Education Rule 
6A-6.0902(3)(b)]  
 
Parental input regarding educational background should be taken into consideration especially when 
transcripts, records, or report cards are not readily available. This information is documented on the 
English Language Learners Programmatic Assessment and Academic Placement Review (PBSD 1764) and 
filed in the ELL folder. Community Language Facilitators assist the students and their families when 
necessary, to ensure proper program/course placement.  
 
An ELL in Grades 6-8 is placed into academic classes based on age/grade appropriateness. When an ELL 
student provides records that show enrollment in school (excluding any of the 50 states and the District of 
Columbia) but not grade level appropriate for his/her age, the student needs to be placed in the age-
appropriate grade and provided opportunities to learn key skills according to the ELL Plan to enhance the 
likelihood of success in the current grade in which he/she is placed. 
 
A student who is age appropriate for high school must be placed in at least the 9th grade. High school 
placement procedures can be found in Section 5 of the SDPBC ESOL Procedures Manual. ELLs are 
scheduled into classes that fulfill graduation requirements and the District’s Student Progression Plan, as 
well as granted credit for completed academic coursework, regardless of the language in which the 
coursework was completed.  
 
Refer to the age-appropriate placement chart for guidance when determining K-12 grade-level placement.  
 
An ELL Committee meeting must be conducted under the following circumstances: a student’s placement 
is based on age; or there is a lack of information about prior schooling (no transcript or report card); or 
prior schooling does not meet grade level requirements. An administrator must participate in the ELL 
Committee and placement process. In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.0902(3)(d), 
parent(s) have the right to choose the ESOL Instructional Model (sheltered, support, or dual language) in 
which the child is served.  
 
Reevaluation of ELL student placement can be made at the request of any member of the ELL committee. 
Due diligence should be taken to make placement decisions in the best interest of the student [Code of 
Ethics of the Education Profession in Florida 6A-10.080(2)]. 



SouthTech Academy Charter Schools Page 18 
 

Students with Disabilities (SWD) TRANSFER STUDENTS 

The State Board of Education Rules 6A-6.0331.6A-6.0361 School Board Policy 5.725 and the SDPBC's 
Exceptional Student Education Policies and Procedures (SP&P) address the requirements for Individual 
Educational Plans (lEPs) or Educational Plans (EPs), as well as the requirements for students who transfer 
to the SDPBC within Florida and students who transfer from outside of Florida. 

SWD Students who Transfer Within Florida 
If an SWD, who had an IEP or EP that was in effect in a previous Florida school district, transfers to 
SouthTech, the school, in consultation with the parent(s), will provide a Free Appropriate Public 
Education (FAPE) to the student, which includes services comparable to those described in the child's 
IEP/EP from the previous Florida school district, until the SDPBC does either of the following: 
· adopts the child's IEP/EP from the previous school district; or 

· develops, adopts, and implements a new IEP/EP that meets the applicable requirements of State Board 
of Education Rule 6A-6.03028 or 6A-6.03019(1). 

 

SWD Students who Transfer From Outside Florida 
If an SWD, who had an IEP or EP that was in effect in a previous school district in another state, transfers 
and enrolls in a new school within the same school year, the SDPBC, in consultation with the parent(s), 
will provide a FAPE to the student, which includes services comparable to those described in the child's 
IEP/EP from the previous District, until the SDPBC does both of the following: 
· conducts an initial evaluation in accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.0331                    

(if determined to be necessary by the SDPBC); and 
· develops, adopts, and implements a new IEP/EP, if appropriate, that meets the applicable 

requirements of State Board of Education Rules 6A-6.03011 through 6A-6.03618. 

Students in Florida with 504 plans are most often not classified in the ESE 
programs 
A transferring student with an active Section 504 Accommodation Plan is a student who was previously 
enrolled in any other school or agency with an active Section 504 Accommodation Plan, and who is 
enrolling in a Florida school district. Upon notification that a transferring student has an active Section 
504 Accommodation Plan, the receiving school must review and revise, as necessary, the existing active 
Plan and supporting documentation. Until that review is complete, the receiving school must implement 
the student's current Section 504 Accommodation Plan to the maximum extent reasonable in the current 
placement. If, following the receiving school's review, it is determined that the Section 504 
Accommodation Plan is not appropriate; the school must evaluate the student consistently with Section 
504 procedures, and develop and implement an appropriate Section 504 Accommodation Plan. 
 
 
 
 
 
8State Board of Education Rules are located at: https://www.flrules.org/default.asp
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ATTENDANCE AND ABSENTEEISM 
 
In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.24 and School Board Policy 5.09(1), school attendance is the 
direct responsibility of the parent(s) and child(ren).  Each parent of a child within the compulsory 
attendance age is responsible for the child's school attendance as required by law. Except as provided in 
Florida Statute § 1003.24 and State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09513, all students are expected to 
attend school regularly, to be on time for classes in order to benefit from the instructional program, and 
to develop habits of punctuality, self- discipline, and responsibility. For detailed information regarding 
attendance requirements refer to Florida Statute § 1003.21 and School Board Policy 5.09. 

ATTENDANCE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 
General Attendance Policies and Procedures 
 

The South Tech Student and Family Handbook outline the attendance procedures.  All school procedures 
conform to the following District-wide procedures. 
• Parents are responsible for notifying the school when a child will be absent and for informing the 

school of the reason for the absence. 
• Parents are expected to notify the school when their child is absent and inform the school of the reason 

for the absence within 24 hours by a written note. A verbal communication from the parent for the 
reason of the absence would also be acceptable. 

• School officials may require medical verification of absences. It is the responsibility of the student to 
make-up work missed because of absences. 

Middle School Attendance Policies and Procedures 
Students must be in attendance for a minimum of 90 percent of the class time to earn a passing grade in 
a middle school course. Students who are absent more than 10 percent of class time may earn a passing 
grade by demonstrating mastery. Mastery is defined as follows: 
• earning a passing grade for the marking period of a “D” for the quarter; and 
• passing the quarterly assessment with a minimum grade of “D”. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

High School Attendance Policies and Procedures 
 

As class participation is an important aspect of curriculum delivery in a traditional classroom, attendance 
will be a factor in demonstrating mastery. Students who are absent from a class more than 10 percent of a 
semester must pass at least one 4.5-week marking period and the semester exam in order to demonstrate 
their knowledge of the subject and to receive credit. This does not apply to virtual or performance-based 
instructional settings. 

If a student is absent more than 10 percent of the entire school year in an EOC Assessment course, the 
student must earn a passing grade in the fourth 4.5 weeks, in order to pass the course. 
 
 

NOTE: Students who do not earn a minimum grade of “D” for the quarter may demonstrate mastery by passing the 
quarterly assessment with a minimum grade of 70% as referenced in the Course Recovery Options for Middle School 
Students section.  The high school attendance policy applies when a middle school student is enrolled in a high school 
credit course. 

NOTE: Parent(s) are to be notified by telephone or by mail when lack of attendance endangers the student's grades. 
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LATE ARRIVALS/TARDINESS POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
Students reporting late to school/class when the day/class period begins are considered tardy. Excessive 
tardiness shall be addressed on a case-by-case basis to determine if there is a pattern of non-attendance. 
Unless excused under the provisions of this policy, accumulated tardiness will be recorded as unexcused 
absences consistent with Florida Statute § 1003.02(1)(b) and SouthTech Board Policy 5.09. 

When a secondary student (Grades 6-12) misses 50 percent or more of the identified instructional class 
period due to late arrival or tardiness, or early dismissal the student shall be considered absent. 

According to SouthTech Board Policy 5.09(3)(a), absence means not being actually present when 
attendance is checked, unless the student arrives within time to be marked "tardy" instead of absent. 
Students may not be counted in attendance while away from the school on a school day unless they are 
engaged in an educational activity, which constitutes part of the school- approved instructional program. 

ABSENCES POLICIES AND PROCEDURES  
 
Excused Absences 
 
Per SouthTech Board Policy 5.09, the following situations/reasons qualify as excused absences: 

· student illness (if a student is continually sick and repeatedly absent from school, he/she must be under 
the supervision of a physician in order to receive an excuse from attendance); 

· medical appointment; 
· death in the family; 

· observance of a religious holiday or service; 

· subpoena by a law enforcement agency or mandatory court appearance; 

· suspension9 (in-school and out-of-school); 
· field trips which are authorized by the principal; and/or 

· other individual student absences beyond the control of the parent or student (as determined and 

approved by the principal/designee. 

 
Unexcused Absences 

An unexcused absence is any absence that does not fall into one of the above excused absence categories. 
School Board Policy 5.09 mandates that each school in the SDPBC determine if an absence or tardiness is 
excused or unexcused according to the criteria established by the School Board within this Policy. 
 
 

 

 

 
9Suspension, in-school and out-of-school, is the temporary removal of the student from his or her regular school program or all classes of 
instruction on public school grounds and ail other school-sponsored activities, except as authorized by the Principal or designee, as 
defined by Florida Statute § 1003.01(5)(a)&(b), and provided for in the Student Code of Conduct, School Board Policy 5.1812 or School 
Board Policy 5.1813. 
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Make-Up Work 
In accordance with School Board Policy 5.09, for excused and unexcused absences, including suspensions, 
the student will be afforded the opportunity to make-up work without academic penalty. For In-School 
Suspensions (ISS), students will receive assignments daily. For Out-of- School Suspensions (OSS), students 
will receive assignments in a timely manner. 
• For excused or unexcused absences, the number of days allowed to make-up work shall be the same as 

the number of days the student was absent. Modifications to the time frame ' should be made at 
secondary schools on block schedule. It is the student's responsibility to contact his or her teacher(s) 
about the make-up assignments and to complete all make-up work in a timely manner. 

 
Students with Section 504 Accommodation Plan Absence Policy 
When a student with an active 504 Accommodation Plan has excessive absences, the student must 
demonstrate mastery.  In each case, the Multi-Disciplinary Team must meet to determine if the absences 
are caused by the disability of record. If the Multi-Disciplinary Team determines that the absences are 
caused by the student's disability, the student's placement must be reevaluated for appropriateness.  
[Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 34 C.F.R. Part 104] 

The Section 504 Accommodation Plan must address any additional accommodations, strategies, and/or 
interventions needed to ensure that the student has an equal opportunity to demonstrate course mastery. 

Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Absence Policy 

In the case of an ESE-eligible student with excessive absences, an IEP Team meeting must be conducted to 
determine whether or not the absences are related to the student's disability. Attendance data shall be 
reviewed and used as one indicator of a student's access to instruction. Refer to State Board of Education 
Rule 6A-6.0331(1)(c),  School Board Policy 5.725, and its referenced Exceptional Student Education Policies 
and Procedures (SP&P) 

If the IEP Team determines that the excessive absences are related to the student's disability, the IEP Team 
must take appropriate action, which may include waiver of the attendance guidelines in determining 
grades, as well as a change of placement. To the maximum extent possible, the student will be educated in 
the least restrictive environment. 

If the IEP Team determines that the student's excessive absences are not related to the student's disability, 
the student is treated the same as a General Education student. 

Hospital/Homebound Services 

If a student is confined to home or a hospital, but is able to participate in and benefit from an instructional 
program, the student may be eligible for a Hospital/Homebound Program. Complete information regarding 
the criteria for a Hospital/Homebound Program can be found in State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03020 
and is available in School Board Policy 5.725; Exceptional Student Education Policies and Procedures (SP&P): 
and State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03411. Additional information is provided by the Department of 
Exceptional Student Education at: http://www.palmbeachschools.org/ese/hh.asp

NOTE: In accordance with Florida Statute 51003.33(2), a student's attendance record may not be used in whole or in part to 
provide an exemption from any academic performance requirements. 



SouthTech Academy Charter Schools Page 22 
 

STUDENT WITHDRAWALS 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) PROCEDURES  
 
Withdrawal During the School Year 
 
A student who leaves before the close of the school term shall receive grades on the report card covering 
the periods in attendance. A student will not meet promotion requirements unless he/she enrolls in 
another school to complete the academic year. The parent(s) of a student who leaves school during the last 
two weeks of the school year must show evidence that the withdrawal is necessary, and the student must 
successfully complete examinations, as appropriate, prior to withdrawal. Principals are authorized to make 
arrangements for the administration of any tests or assessments, as appropriate. 
 
Students Enrolled in High School Credit Courses 
Students enrolled in high school credit courses who leave prior to the last two weeks of any semester will 
not be granted credit in those courses, unless they enroll in another school and complete the course 
requirements including examinations, if applicable. Yet, pursuant to Florida Statute § 1003.4295(3), 
students enrolled in courses with an End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment who have earned a proficient score 
on the assessment will earn course credit through the Credit Acceleration Program (CAP). Principals are 
authorized to make arrangements for the administration of any tests or examinations, as appropriate. 
Principals may determine that the requirements for early withdrawal do not have to be met when 
unusual/extenuating circumstances arise. Student withdrawal must be approved by the school principal. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL (9-12) PROCEDURES 
 
Withdrawal Prior to the Last Two Weeks of the Semester 
Except as stated above as provided by Florida Statute § 1003.4295(3),  students who leave school prior to 
the last two weeks of any semester will not be granted credit unless they enroll in another school and 
complete the course requirements including examinations, if applicable. Principals are authorized to make 
arrangements for the administration of any tests, as appropriate. 

Withdrawal During the Last Two Weeks of the Semester 
 
A student who leaves before the close of the school term shall receive grades on the report card covering 
the periods in attendance. A student will not meet promotion requirements unless he/she enrolls in 
another school to complete the academic year. Students who leave school during the last two weeks of any 
semester must show evidence that the withdrawal is mandatory, and the student must successfully 
complete any necessary examinations, as appropriate, in order to receive course credit. Principals are 
authorized to make arrangements for the administration of examinations, as appropriate. 
 
Principals may determine that the requirements for early withdrawal are not required when 
unusual/extenuating circumstances preclude full compliance by the student. Student withdrawal must be 
approved by the school principal. 
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HOME EDUCATION ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES  

Withdrawal for Enrollment in Home Education Program 
To withdraw a student for enrollment in a Home Education Program, the parent(s) must initiate the 
withdrawal process at the school and notify the School District Superintendent/designee in writing, of the 
intent to establish a Home Education Program for the student. The parent shall submit the Letter of Intent 
to the Home Education Office within 30 days of the establishment of the Home Education Program. Refer 
to the School District's Home Education Office for further information. Parent(s) can also obtain assistance 
by contacting (561) 434-8052. [Florida Statute § 1002.41 & School Board Policy 8.14(3)(4)(5)] 

Home Education correspondence should be mailed to: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School District of Palm Beach County  
Home Education Office  

3308 Forest Hill Boulevard, Suite C-124  
West Palm Beach, FL 33406-5813 

homeed@palmbeachschools.org Fax: (561) 434-
8447 
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CURRICULUM 
 
SouthTech Curriculum Guidelines incorporates the performance standards as defined by the Florida 
Department of Education (FLDOE) Florida Standards (for English Language Arts and Mathematics), Next 
Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS), or Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance 
Learning (ACCEL) options, as applicable. FLDOE course descriptions can be accessed through CPALMS at: 
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/. [State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09401] 

MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) CURRICULUM 
The middle school curriculum includes standards for the following content areas: 
• Arts Education 
• Career Education 
• English Language Arts 
• Mathematics 
• Physical Education 
• Science 
• Social Studies 
• World Languages 
 
In addition, course descriptions or frameworks are provided for each middle school course. These course 
descriptions meet the requirements of State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09412.  District-adopted 
textbooks and/or instructional materials are provided for all middle schools. 

All students in Grades 6-8 must be scheduled for a full school day. All courses are a full school year unless 
otherwise noted. Courses offered conform to District and State requirements.  Advanced middle school 
courses will be awarded a weight of 1.125 on the middle school report card.  This additional weight, 
however, is not a part of a student's high school Grade Point Average (GPA). 

Honors weight (1.125) for high school courses taken by middle school students will be awarded 
accordingly to the Florida Course Code Directory or as determined by the SDPBC. This weighting will 
become part of the student's high school honor point average and cumulative class rank, but will not be 
considered in the meritorious class ranking used to determine valedictorian/salutatorian. 

Courses listed as International Baccalaureate (IB) Middle Years Program (MYP) and International General 
Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) courses can only be taught in approved IB MYP or Cambridge 
Programs. 
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HIGH SCHOOL (9-12) CURRICULUM 
The curriculum includes standards for the following content areas: 
· Arts Education 
· Career Education 
· English Language Arts 
· Mathematics 
· Physical Education 
· Science 
· Social Studies 
· World Languages 

In addition, course descriptions or frameworks are provided for each high school course. These course 
descriptions meet the requirements of State Board of Education Rules 6A-1.09412. District-adopted 
textbooks and/or instructional materials are provided for all high schools. High school credit is not awarded 
for any course not supported by a curriculum description/framework provided by the School District/FLDOE 

High schools offer a wide range of courses in all disciplines. Courses are provided to meet the needs of all 
students. The School District shall provide all courses required for high school graduation and appropriate 
instruction designed to ensure that students meet the State Board of Education adopted standards in the 
following subject areas: reading and other language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, world 
languages, health and physical education, and the arts. [Florida Statute § 1003.42(1)] 

High school courses may be yearlong or semester courses. With the exception of certain Dual Enrollment 
college courses and all courses with EOC Assessments, 0.5 credits are awarded for passing a semester in 
each course.  No credit is awarded solely on the basis of participation in extracurricular activities. 

CURRICULUM FOR SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 

In accordance with State Board of Education Rules 6A-6.0902, 6A-6.0903, 6A-6.0904; 6A- 6.0908, students 
who are identified as English Language Learners (ELLs) must be given equal access to the general curriculum, 
as defined by the SDPBC Curriculum Guidelines. The General Education standards and benchmarks should be 
the basis of their curriculum. ELLs are placed in courses based on need and eligibility, regardless of their 
English language proficiency. The student's Individual ELL Plan documents the instructional strategies 
required, ensuring the student an equal opportunity to master the General Education curriculum. For full 
explanation of services and models, refer to the School District of Palm Beach County's ESOL Procedures 
Manual (Section 2). 
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Refer to State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.09022 for more information on the extension of services 
for ELLs, State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.0903(2) for the requirements for exiting ELLs from ESOL 
Programs, and State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.09031 for post reclassification of ELLs. 
 
Exceptional Student Education (ESE) 
 
Pursuant to School Board Policy 5.725 and State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03028, Individual 
Education Plans (IEPs) for students with disabilities enrolled in an Exceptional Student  Education 
(ESE) Program must specify the specially designed instruction and related services that are 
necessary to meet each student’s unique needs. Refer to School Board Policy 5.725, the Exceptional 
Student Education Policies and Procedures (SP&P) and Florida Statutes §§ 1003.57, 1003.571, and 
1003.5715. 
 
All students must be given access to the general curriculum, as is appropriate, in relation to their 
unique needs and abilities and as delineated on each student's IEP. For the majority of these 
students, the General Education standards should be the basis of their curriculum. For some 
students, modified standards and/or benchmarks in one or more content areas may be more 
appropriate.  
 
In all cases, the IEP Team, which must include the parent(s), makes special program placements and 
educational decisions. The IEP must include a statement of measurable annual goals, including 
benchmarks or short-term objectives related to meeting the student’s needs that result from the 
student’s disability. As appropriate, the IEP should enable the parent(s) and student to be involved 
in determining how the student will be involved/progress in the General Education curriculum, and 
how the student will participate in appropriate activities. The IEP shall also address how each of the 
student’s other educational needs (that result from the student’s disability) will be met. [State 
Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03028(3)(h)2] 
 
The IEP Team must draft benchmarks and short-term objectives for students with disabilities who 
take the alternative assessments aligned to alternative achievement standards. The IEP Team has 
the discretion to also draft benchmarks and short-term objectives for other students with 
disabilities. [State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03028] 
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The IEP may specify whether accommodations11/modifications12 are necessary in the areas of curriculum, 
instruction, and assessment provided that the accommodations/modifications do not include modifications 
to the curriculum descriptions/frameworks or student performance standards. The IEP must be 
implemented as drafted by the IEP Team. The IEP must contain an explanation of the extent, if any, to 
which the student will not participate with non-disabled students in the General Education class. [State 
Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03028(3)(h)2] In compliance with the least restrictive environment mandate, 
a student with a disability may be removed from the General Education environment, only if the nature 
and/or severity of the disability are such that education in General Education classes, with the use of 
supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily, [Exceptional Student Education Policies 
and Procedures (SP&P)] 
 
SouthTech shall establish procedures that provide the opportunity for one or both of the student's parent(s) 
to participate in meetings and decisions concerning the student's IEP. A written notice of the meeting must 
be provided to the parents and must indicate the purpose, time, and location of the meeting, as well as 
whom, by title or position, will be attending. 
 
No later than the first IEP to be in effect when a student turns 14 or younger if determined appropriate by 
the IEP Team, the notice must also indicate that a purpose of the meeting will be identifying transition 
services needs of the student, and that the District will invite the student. [State Board of Education Rule 
6A-6.03028(3)(b)3.4]. 
 
To ensure quality planning for a successful transition of a student with a disability to postsecondary 
education and career opportunities, an IEP Team shall begin the process of, and develop an IEP for, 
identifying the need for transition services before the student with a disability attains the age of 14 years in 
order for the postsecondary goals and career goals to be identified and in place when the student attains 
the age of 16 years. This process must include, but is not limited to: consideration of the student's need for 
instruction in the area of self- determination and self-advocacy to assist the student's active and effective 
participation in an IEP meeting and preparation for the student to graduate from high school with a 
Standard High School Diploma pursuant to Florida State Statute § 1003.4282 with a Scholar Designation 
unless the parent chooses a Merit Designation. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11Accommodations are changes that can be made to the way students learn and how they are tested. They describe changes in format, 
response, setting, timing, or scheduling that do not alter the curriculum or test in any significant way. Accommodations include changes 
made to the environment and/or teacher behavior, which supports a student's learning, such as teaching methods and materials, 
classroom assignments and tests, learning environment, strategies, time demands, and schedules. 

 

 

12Modifications to basic courses shall not include modifications to the curriculum frameworks or student performance standards. 
Modifications to basic or vocational courses may include: increased or decreased instructional time; varied use of methodology; 
special communications systems (which may be used by the teacher or the student); classroom or district test administration 
procedures; and other evaluation procedures (which may be modified, as specified in State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0943) to 
accommodate the student's handicap. (See State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.0312. for course modifications for Exceptional 
Students). 



SouthTech Academy Charter Schools Page 28 
 

 
Beginning not later than the first IEP to be in effect when the student attains the age of 16 or younger, if 
determined appropriate by the parent and the IEP Team, the IEP must include the following statements that 
must be updated annually: 
 
1. a statement of intent to pursue a Standard High School Diploma and a Scholar or Merit designation, 

pursuant to Florida Statute § 1003.4285 or Special Diploma as determined by the parent; 
 
2. a statement of intent to receive a Standard High School Diploma before the student attains the age of 22 

and a description of how the student will fully meet the requirements in Florida State Statutes § 
1003.4285 or 1003.4282, as applicable, including, but not limited to, a portfolio pursuant to Florida State 
Statute § 1003.4282(10)(b) which meets the criteria specified in State Board of Education Rule. The IEP 
must also specify the outcomes and additional benefits expected by the parent and the IEP Team at the 
time of the student's graduation; and 

 
3. a statement of appropriate measurable long-term postsecondary education and career goals based upon 

age-appropriate transition assessments related to training, education, employment, and if appropriate, 
independent living skills, and the transition services, including courses of study needed to assist the 
student in reaching those goals.  
[Florida Statute §1003.5716]; and  
 

4. any change in the IEP for the goals specified in subsection (2) must be approved by the parent and is 
subject to verification for appropriateness by an independent reviewer selected by the parent as 
provided in Florida Statute § 1003.572; and  
 

5. if a participating agency is responsible for transition services, other than the school district, fails to 
provide the transition services described in the IEP, the school district shall reconvene the IEP team to 
identify alternative strategies to meet the transition objectives for the student that are specified in the 
IEP. However, this does not relieve any participating agency of the responsibility to provide or pay for 
any transition service that the agency would otherwise provide to students with disabilities who meet 
the eligibility criteria of that agency.  

 
With the consent of the parents or a student who has reached the age of majority, the District shall invite a 
representative of any participating agency that may be responsible for providing or paying for transition 
services. Parental consent or the consent of the student who has reached the age of majority must also be 
obtained before personally identifiable information is released to officials of participating agencies 
providing or paying for transition services. [State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03028(3)(c)8] 
 
Public school students with disabilities must be provided the opportunity to meet the graduation 
requirements for a Standard High School Diploma as set forth in Florida Statute § 1003.4282 in accordance 
with the provisions of Florida Statutes 5§ 1003.57 and 1008.22.  Pursuant to Florida Statute § 1003.438, 
certain public school students with disabilities may be awarded a Special Diploma upon high school 
graduation. [Florida Statute § 1002.20(8)] 
 
Programs for students with disabilities are defined by the diploma options identified in each student's 
Individualized Education Plan (IEP). 
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Section 504 Accommodation Plans 
 
A student is eligible for accommodations, under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, if the student is 
determined to have a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activity 
of such student. In addition, a student with either a record of impairment, or who is regarded as having 
impairment, is protected from discrimination under both Section 504 and the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA), as amended by the ADA Amendments Act of 2008, effective January 1, 2009. 
 
A student meets the requirement of being regarded as having impairment by establishing that the student 
has been subjected to a prohibited act because of an actual or perceived physical or mental impairment, 
whether or not the impairment limits or is perceived to limit a major life activity. This provision shall not 
apply to a student's impairments that are transitory and minor. A transitory impairment has an actual or 
expected duration of six months or less. 

A Multi-Disciplinary Team must meet as necessary to determine if an otherwise qualified student's mental 
and/or physical impairment substantially limits one or more of the student's major life activities. 

Major life activities include, but are not limited to, caring for oneself, performing manual tasks, seeing, 
hearing, eating, sleeping, walking, standing, lifting, bending, speaking, breathing, learning, reading, 
concentrating, thinking, communicating, and working. Major life activities also include the operation of a 
major bodily function, including but not limited to, functions of the immune system, normal cell growth, 
digestive, bowel, bladder, neurological, brain, respiratory, circulatory, endocrine, and reproductive 
functions. 

An episodic or in remission impairment is a disability if it would substantially limit a major life activity when 
active. Impairment that substantially limits one major life activity need not limit other major life activities in 
order to be considered a disability. 

The determination of whether the impairment substantially limits a major life activity shall be made without 
regard to the ameliorative effects of mitigating measures such as: 

• medication, medical supplies, equipment or appliances, low-vision devices (which do not include 
ordinary eyeglasses or contact lenses), prosthetics including limbs and devices, hearing aids and 
cochlear implants or other implantable hearing devices, mobility devices, or oxygen therapy equipment 
and supplies; 

• use of assistive technology; 

• reasonable accommodations or auxiliary aids or services; or 

• learned behavioral or adaptive neurological modifications. 

However, the ameliorative effects of the mitigating measures of ordinary eyeglasses or contact lenses 
shall be considered in determining whether the impairment substantially limits a major life activity. 
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To ensure compliance for all school decisions made under Section 504 and ADA, two components are 
necessary. First, the parent(s) must always be notified of any meeting scheduled to determine eligibility or 
subsequent meetings to make changes to the Section 504 Accommodation Plan. Secondly, the student's 
Multi-Disciplinary Team must make service, accommodation, and placement decisions. A Section 504 
Accommodation Plan cannot be changed without proper parental notice and a Multi-Disciplinary Team 
Meeting. The individual student's Section 504 Accommodation Plan documents the accommodations 
and/or modifications that are required to ensure that the student has an equal opportunity to access the 
General Education curriculum. [Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 34 C. F. R.   Part 104] 
 
Virtual Instruction 

Florida Statute § 1002.45 authorizes school districts to implement virtual instruction programs through 
district-operated or contracted providers approved by the Florida Department of Education. The SDPBC 
provides multiple options of full-time and part-time K-12 virtual instructional programs. [Florida Statutes §§ 
1002.37, 1001.42(23), State Board Education Rules 6A-6.0980. & 6A-6.0981] 

A student who is a full-time student attending a traditional public school in the SDPBC must have permission 
from his/her school counselor and/or principal/designee to enroll in Virtual Education courses. 

For more information, including the required multiple virtual options, see program descriptions at: 
www.palmbeachvirtual.orR. Student eligibility for participation is determined by Florida Statute § 1002.455, 
and participation requirements are set forth in Florida Statute § 1002.45(6). 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS FOR HIGH SCHOOL  

Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
 
Students at STA participate in Career & Technical Education Programs. Recent legislation and rule revisions 
have substantially changed many of these programs and have mandated placement and productivity 
standards as conditions for continued funding. [Florida Statutes §§ 1003.491 & 1003.492; and State Board 
of Education Rule 6A-6.0573] 
 
It is essential that parents, students, teachers, school counselors, and administrators be aware that 
individual CTE courses do not stand alone, but are part of a planned program of study leading to college and 
career readiness and industry certifications, where applicable. Not all CTE programs or academies are 
offered at all high schools. Students should take advantage of available career planning activities within 
their schools when selecting CTE programs of study. 
To better prepare our students to be college and career ready, the Department of Choice and Career 
Options has developed a solid Career Pathway System. This System includes rigorous Programs of Study to 
provide students with academic preparation, guidance, and career-related knowledge to help them prepare 
for their future career goals. Each program of study includes college credit earning opportunities through 
AP, Dual Enrollment, Gold Standard Statewide Articulation Agreements via industry certifications, as well as 
Articulation Agreements with local post-secondary institutions. 
 
At the core of each Program of Study is a common set of foundational knowledge and skills, which include 
the following: 

• communication; 
• creativity and innovation; 
• critical thinking and problem solving; 
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• global, social, and cultural awareness; and 
• intellectual curiosity. 

Core Credit for Career and Technical Education (CTE) 

A student who completes selected Career and Technical Education (CTE) Industry Certification courses, 
which lead to college credit, may elect to substitute the course for up to two mathematics courses and up 
to one science credit. However, CTE Industry Certification courses may not be substituted for Algebra 1, 
Geometry, or Biology credits. Course code waiver numbers have been added to the Course Code Directory 
(CCD) for student transcript purposes: 

• Industry Certification Mathematics Waiver numbers are 1200998 and 1200999; and 
• Industry Certification Science Waiver number is 2000999. (Refer to Section 5 of the CCD). 

For a listing of applicable industry certifications, please refer to the Statewide Articulation Agreements-
Industry Certification. 

 

 

 

Career Academies 

Students completing CTE programs or academies may receive a Standard High School Diploma or a Special 
Diploma, contingent on all other graduation requirements being met. In addition, students have the 
opportunity to earn one or more of the following: 

• Scholar Diploma Designation 
• Merit Diploma Designation 
• Career Education Program Completion Certificate; 
• Articulated credits through Career Pathways (local and statewide); 
• Dual Enrollment credits; 
• State Licensure, if applicable; and 
• Florida Bright Futures Vocational Gold Seal Scholarship. 

Additional information is available at http://www.palmbeachschools.org/9044ce/lndex.asp.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: Students interested in an applicable mathematics and/or science substitution through an Industry 
Certification, which lead to college credit, should consult with a school counselor regarding college admissions 
criteria utilizing course substitutions. Course substitutions may not count towards State University System 
admissions requirements. 
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Career Education Program Completer Certificate 

A Career Education Program Completer Certificate is awarded to students who successfully complete all 
courses in a CTE Program or Academy, as set forth by the Florida Department of Education (FLDOE) and 
outlined in the District Career and Technical Education Resource Manual which is available on the District's 
CTE website: http://www.palmbeachschools.org/9044ce/index.asp. 

Beginning in middle school, a student can begin a CTE Program of Study that includes proficiency in 
mathematics, communications, science, and a sequence of courses in a CTE Program or Academy, such as 
business, marketing, drafting, computer technologies, culinary, public service, early childhood education, 
and health science occupations, etc. This will provide preparation for careers that will have continued 
growth in the 21st Century. In addition, Articulation Agreements with postsecondary institutions are 
developed to provide students with the opportunity to receive college credit for certain secondary CTE 
courses upon matriculation. [Florida Statute § 1007.22] 

Scholarships are available to eligible students who successfully complete a CTE Program of Study through 
the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program. 

ACADEMICALLY CHALLENGING CURRICULUM TO ENHANCE LEARNING (ACCEL) 

STA provides unique learning opportunities and options for students on various levels of learning.  The 
ACCEL options provide academically challenging curriculum or accelerated instruction to eligible public 
school students in Kindergarten through 12th grade. Eligibility requirements and procedures have been 
established. 

GENERAL ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL ACCEL OPTIONS 

According to Florida Statute § 1002.3105, ACCEL options include, but are not limited to, the following: 

• whole-grade and midyear promotion; 

• subject-matter acceleration; 

• virtual instruction; and 

• Credit Acceleration Program (CAP). 

Additional acceleration options include, but are not limited to, STEM coursework, enrichment programs, 
flexible grouping, advanced academic courses, combined classes, self-paced instruction, curriculum 
compacting, advanced-content instruction, or telescoping curriculum. Parents and students should contact 
the school for acceleration options and eligibility criteria. Schools shall notify parents and students of the 
District's process by which a parent may request student participation in whole-grade promotion, midyear 
promotion, or subject-matter acceleration that would result in the student attending a different school. 

Schools shall advise students and parents to contact the principal at the student's school for information 
related to the school's process by which a parent may request student participation in whole-grade 
promotion, midyear promotion, and subject-matter acceleration when the promotion or acceleration occurs 
within the principal's school; virtual instruction in higher grade level subjects; and any other ACCEL options 
offered by the principal. Schools shall also advise parents to contact the principal at the student's school for 
information related to eligibility requirements for ACCEL options. 
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GENERAL HIGH SCHOOL ACCEL OPTIONS 

According to Florida Statute § 1002.3105, ACCEL options include, but are not limited to, the following: 

• Credit Acceleration Program (CAP); 

• Advanced Placement (AP) Program; 

• Career Academy Courses; and 

• Virtual Courses 

 

CREDIT ACCELERATION PROGRAM (CAP) 

 · The CAP Program allows a student to earn high school credit in courses required for high school 
graduation through passage of an End-of-Course assessment administered under s. 1008.22 (Algebra 1, 
Geometry, Algebra 2, United States History, and Biology 1), an Advanced Placement Examination, or a 
College Level Examination Program (CLEP). 

 · Notwithstanding s. 1003.436, course credit shall be awarded to a student who is not enrolled in the 
course, or who has not completed the course, if the student attains a passing score on the corresponding 
End-of-Course assessment, Advanced Placement Examination, or CLEP. 

 · Students are responsible for all fees associated with CLEP exams. Students who take an Advanced 
Placement exam without being enrolled in the corresponding course are responsible for all fees. 

 
High School Eligibility Criteria for CAP 
 
The School District shall permit a student who is not enrolled in the course, to take the assessment during 
the regular administration of the assessment. Students requesting participation in CAP should take the Palm 
Beach County Diagnostic EOC Assessment. Students who score the equivalent of a predicted Level 3 or 
higher on the Diagnostic EOC Assessment shall be permitted to take the statewide EOC Assessment. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL ACCELERATION REQUIREMENTS 
Subject Area Acceleration (Including Virtual Instruction in Higher Grade Level Subjects) 

For subject area13 acceleration to occur, all of the following indicators must be met: 
1. Recommendation supported by the School Based Team, school counselor, teacher(s) of record 

for the subject area requested, and approval of school principal as noted on the Middle School 
Acceleration Plan and Performance Contract (PBSD 2501). 

2. Student must be in attendance in the school where the ACCEL request is being made for a minimum 
of 30 consecutive school days. If acceleration will result in the student attending a different school, a 
designee from that school should be included in developing the ACCEL Plan. 

3. Student must demonstrate regular attendance and punctuality during the previous nine 
academic months. 

4. Student must demonstrate all "3"s and "4"s in conduct on report card from the previous nine 
academic months. 

5. Student must demonstrate an overall high academic performance by report card ratings of all "A"s in 
subject area(s) requests for acceleration. 

6. Student must demonstrate an overall high academic performance (i.e., the highest level for each 
applicable test) on all standardized tests midyear and end-of-year as applicable, including, but not 
limited to FCAT Reading and Mathematics, End-of-Course (EOC) Assessments and/or the Florida 
State Standards Assessments.  Student must meet all expectations of Characteristics of Proficient 
Learners. A checklist is located on the Middle School Acceleration Plan and Performance Contract 
(PBSD 2501). 

Middle School Requirements 
For whole-grade promotion and/or midyear promotion to occur, all of the following indicators must be 
met: 

1. Acceleration for specific core courses should be considered. 

2. Gifted program eligibility should be considered. 
3. Recommendation supported by School Based Team, school counselor, two of the student's current or 

former core curriculum teachers and approval from the school principal, as noted on the Middle School 
Acceleration Plan and Performance Contract (PBSD 2501). Area Superintendent Recommendation is 
required if there is a change in school. 

4. Student must be in attendance in the school of requested ACCEL for a minimum of 30 
consecutive school days. If acceleration will result in the student attending a different school, a 
designee from that school should be included in developing the ACCEL Plan.  

5. Student must demonstrate regular attendance and punctuality during the previous nine 
academic months. 

6. Student must demonstrate all "3"s and "4"s in conduct on report card from the previous  nine 
academic months. 

7. Student must demonstrate an overall high academic performance by report card ratings of all 
"A"s in all classes (core and elective). 

 
13 Schools should continue to follow the suggested District Mathematics Pathways for placing students in Algebra 1. Schools should continue their current practice and eligibility criteria for placing students in Earth 

Space Science and general high school electives. The ACCEL procedures and plan is not needed for those courses.
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8. Students requesting promotion to Grade 9 must demonstrate an overall high academic performance by 
earning at least four academic high school credits with grades of "A" or "B". High school World 
Language courses may be included. Grade of "A" is required for middle school courses. 

9. Student must demonstrate an overall high academic performance (i.e., the highest level for each 
applicable test) on all standardized tests midyear and end-of-year as applicable, including, but not 
limited to FCAT Reading and Mathematics, EOC Assessments and/or Florida Standards Assessments 
(FSA). Mastery levels must reflect scores in the 9th stanine or equivalent. 

10. Student must meet all expectations of Characteristics of Proficient Learners. Checklist located on the 
Middle School Acceleration Plan and Performance Contract (PBSD 2501). 

High School Requirements 

Whole-year and midyear promotion will be determined by the number of credits needed for the grade 
level, as defined in the High School Grade Classification for Promotion and Retention section. 

RECOMMENDED ASSESSMENTS FOR SUBJECT AREA ACCELERATION 

Elementary and Middle School Assessments (Whole-Grade & Midyear Promotion) 

All available data must be considered. Mastery levels for eligibility reflect scores in the 9th stanine, highest 
level, or equivalent. The following data/assessments must be considered, if available: 
 
• Current available FCAT scores, FSA scores, or comparable statewide standardized assessments 

• Most recent SDPBC diagnostic scores 

• Psycho-educational assessment 

• Midyear and end-of-year assessments, as appropriate for ACCEL request 

• Work samples of products 

PROCEDURES FOR REQUESTING ACCELERATION 
 
Middle School (6-8) Procedures for Requesting Acceleration 

1. Parent submits written request for ACCEL option to the principal. Requests for the next school year 
should be submitted prior to the end of the third quarter. Requests for midyear promotion should be 
submitted prior to the end of the first quarter of the current school year. The principal may also initiate 
student participation in ACCEL. If the principal initiates the student's participation an ACCEL option, the 
parent(s) must be notified. 

2. School principal prescreens initial student eligibility in accordance with acceleration guidelines outlined 
above and refers to SBT. 
 

3. The principal and SBT determine student eligibility in accordance with Acceleration guidelines outlined 
above. 

 
4. The principal and SBT, in conjunction with parent(s) and student, complete the Middle School       
 Acceleration Plan and Performance Contract (PBSD 2501), which includes an Acceleration Plan and 

timeline. 
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5. Once the Plan is implemented, the student's progress will be monitored throughout the first semester of 

acceleration. If at any time during the progress monitoring semester, there are student, teacher, parent, 
or principal concerns, the Plan will be reviewed by the SBT and appropriate placement will be made. Any 
change of placement must be made prior to the end of the first semester of acceleration, before the 
student takes final exams. After successful completion of one semester, the student should remain on 
the accelerated track. 

 
High School (9-12) Procedures for Requesting Acceleration 

To explore acceleration options, the student and parent(s) should contact the school to initiate the process 
of determining the student's eligibility for each option and develop a plan for acceleration, as appropriate. 
Upon notification of student and parent(s) request for acceleration, the school will: 

1. review student achievement and academic performance data to establish eligibility for one or more 
ACCEL options; 
 

2. notify student of eligibility and program requirements; 
 

3. assist the student in meeting timeline and ACCEL option requirements; and 
 

4. develop a schedule to meet student's needs and chosen program. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL CREDITS FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) STUDENTS 

Some high school courses will be offered in middle school. Students in Grades 6-8 who are enrolled in a high 
school credit course, who meet the same attendance requirements met by high school students (see Florida 
Statute § 1003.436) and who successfully complete the course, may earn high school credit. 

Middle school students who take high school courses for credit should be counseled that grades earned in 
those courses will be used in the future to calculate high school Grade Point Average (GPA) and cumulative 
class ranking, and they will remain a part of the student's academic record. However, these credits will not 
be calculated in the meritorious class ranking used to determine valedictorian/salutatorian. 

Students who take a high school credit course will be considered dually enrolled in both middle and high 
school and the credit earned will satisfy the middle school course requirement for the appropriate grade 
level and will allow the student to acquire high school credit as well. High school rules apply for grading and 
attendance. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

MATHEMATICS NOTE: Three of the four mathematics credits required for graduation must be earned in Grades      
9- 12 unless conditions listed under number 2 of the Mathematics Requirements for Four-Year 24-Credit Option 
section are met. 

SCIENCE NOTE: The 1.0 credit in physical science requirement may be met prior to high school; however, three 
additional science credits (Biology 1 and two equally rigorous courses) will be required in Grades 9-12. 
 



SouthTech Academy Charter Schools Page 37 
 

High School Mathematics Requirements for Middle School (6-8) Students 

Middle school students who have successfully completed a high school mathematics course will earn high 
school credit and that credit will count as one of the four mathematics credits that must be earned in 
Grades 9-12. To earn high school credit for Algebra 1, a middle school student must take the Algebra 1 EOC 
assessment and pass the course.  A middle school student's performance on the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment 
constitutes 30 percent of the student's final course grade.  Middle school students who do not take the 
Algebra 1 EOC Assessment will receive and “F” in the course.  After the student makes up the EOC, the final 
grade will be recalculated. [Florida Statute §1003.4156] 

Middle school students enrolled in high school Geometry or Algebra 2 must take the corresponding EOC 
Assessment, which constitutes 30 percent of the student's final course grade, and earn a passing grade in 
the course. Middle school students must meet satisfactory performance or earn a Level 3 or higher on the 
EOC Assessment in order to earn a Standard High School Diploma Scholar Designation. Middle school 
students who do not take the EOC Assessment will receive an “F” in the course.  After the student makes up 
the EOC, the final grade will be recalculated. [Florida Statute § 1003.4156, 1003.4282(3)(b), 
1003.4285(1)(a)] 

The requirements for out-of-country, out-of-state, private school, or Home Education Program students 
who transfer into a Florida public school with a transcript that indicates Algebra 1 course credit, must meet 
satisfactory performance or earn a Level 3 or higher on the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment in order to earn a 
Standard Diploma unless the student met one of the following requirements: 

• earned a satisfactory score on an approved statewide assessment in Algebra 1 administered by the 
transferring entity; or 

• earned a satisfactory score on an approved statewide mathematics assessment the transferring entity 
used to satisfy the requirements of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (20 U.S.C. s. 6301). 
[Florida Statute § 1003.4282] 

 
If a transfer student's transcript shows a final course grade and credit in Geometry or Algebra 2, the 
transferring final grade and credit must be honored without the student taking the requisite EOC 
Assessment and without the results constituting 30 percent of the student's final course grade. However, a 
student must earn a proficient score on the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment in order to earn a Standard Diploma. 
To qualify for a Scholar Diploma designation, the student must earn a proficient score on the EOC 
Assessment in Geometry (2014-2015 Grade 9 cohort and forward), and Algebra 2 (2014-2015 Grade 9 
cohort and forward). [Florida Statutes §§ 1003.4282 & 1003.4285(1)(a)] 

 

 

 

COURSES TAKEN THROUGH NON-DISTRICT EDUCATIONAL PROVIDERS 

 Students who participate in enrichment programs will not receive school credit. Courses taken through 
other educational providers will be awarded credit, so long as the provider is accredited by AdvancED®. All 
courses must be preapproved by a school designee. For rules pertaining to transfer students, refer to State 



SouthTech Academy Charter Schools Page 38 
 

Board of Education Rule 6A-109941. 

CREDIT BY EXAMINATION  

Credit by examination shall be the program through which postsecondary credit is earned by secondary 
students based on the receipt of a specified minimum score on nationally standardized general or subject 
area examinations. [Florida Statute §1007.27(6)]  

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) 
Advanced Placement (AP) is the enrollment of an eligible secondary student in a course offered by the 
Advanced Placement Program administered by the College Board. Postsecondary credit may be awarded to 
students who score a minimum of three on a five-point scale on the corresponding postsecondary 
institution AP Exam. Students shall be exempt from any fees for administration of the examination, 
regardless of whether or not the student achieves a passing score on the examination. [Florida Statute 
§1007.27(5)] 

DUAL ENROLLMENT PROGRAM 
The Dual Enrollment Program is the enrollment of an eligible secondary student or Home Education 
student in a postsecondary course creditable toward high school completion and a career and technical 
certificate or an Associate or Baccalaureate Degree. [Florida Statute §1007.271] 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1007.23(5), a Dual Enrollment Articulation Committee made up of the 
SDPBC, Palm Beach State College, and Florida Atlantic University personnel, as applicable, establishes rules, 
regulations, and policies of Dual Enrollment. 

The Dual Enrollment Program provides an opportunity for students to simultaneously earn high school and 
college credit. Course credit earned in college-level courses shall be counted as college-level credit and 
may also be used to meet high school academic unit credit. Dual Enrollment credit can be earned at Palm 
Beach State College.   Course credit earned in these courses with a grade of "C" or better, shall transfer as 
college-level credit to a state college/university in Florida. College credit is transferable to other colleges 
according to the individual college guidelines and requirements. Where sufficient numbers of qualified 
students have been identified, a college course may be offered at the local high school. 

Some college courses equate to a 0.5 high school credit, while others equal one credit. All Dual Enrollment 
grades shall receive the same weight as an Advanced Placement (AP) course.  The Dual Enrollment 
Articulation Agreement lists Dual Enrollment courses and credits meeting specific subject area credit 
toward graduation. College courses equivalent to less than three credit hours do not qualify for high school 
credit. Certain Dual Enrollment courses may be used to satisfy specific required courses for graduation. 
(See the Florida Department of Education's Dual Enrollment Equivalency List at: 
http://www.fldoe.org/poiicv/articulation/dual-enrollment-agreements.stml. 

 
Students must meet the following requirements and conditions, as stated in the Dual Enrollment 
Articulation Agreements, in order to be eligible for participation in the Dual Enrollment Program: 
1. Students must be enrolled in Grades 6-12). Students in grades 6-9 must have earned four high school 

redits with at least a 3.0 GPA, two of which must be an English Language Arts and a mathematics 
course.  Grade 10 includes the summer upon completion of grade 9. 
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2. Students must have a minimum 3.0 GPA for all courses except career/technical courses, for which a 
minimum 2.0 GPA is required. [Florida Statute § 1007.271(3)] 

3. Students must earn college ready scores on either the SAT, ACT, Postsecondary Education Readiness 
Test (P.E.R.T.) or Florida College Entry-Level Placement Test (FCELPT), as specified in the Dual 
Enrollment Articulation Agreement. Students must earn college ready scores on all sections of the 
above named tests, as specified in the Dual Enrollment Articulation Agreement, to enroll in any course 
except career/technical courses at Palm Beach State College. 

4. Students enrolling in a career/technical course must earn passing scores on the Test of Adult Basic 
Education (TABE) required by the individual vocational program. 

5. Students must limit enrollment to no more than eight total college credit hours per semester, regardless 
of the number of institutions they attend (per Dual Enrollment Articulation Agreement). 

6. Students are limited to earning a maximum of sixty credit hours through dual enrollment.   

7. Students are only eligible for undergraduate courses. 

8. Students must contact the school counseling office to begin the Dual Enrollment application process. 
9. Students must receive approval of the high school principal/designee. 

10. Students must adhere to the Dual Enrollment Agreement Guidelines set up by the school. Participation 
in Dual Enrollment is subject to the school's schedule. 

11. Students must satisfy any course prerequisites. 

12. The college/university must have space available in the requested course. 

13. Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA [Florida Statute § 1007.271(3)] per semester 
and earn a grade of "C" or better in any college-level course, in order to continue in the Dual Enrollment 
Program. A student will no longer be eligible for the Dual Enrollment Program if he/she earns a grade of 
"D", "F" or "W" These grades will be reflected on the high school and college transcripts. 

14. Seniors are eligible for dual enrollment courses through the spring semester of their senior year, and 
may NOT take summer dual enrollment courses regardless of their graduation date. 
 

Students may not enroll in vocational-preparatory instruction, college-preparatory instruction, and other 
forms of pre-collegiate instruction, or physical education courses that focus on the physical execution of a 
skill, rather than the intellectual attributes of the activity. [Florida Statute §1007.271(7)] 

Career and Technical Dual Enrollment courses shall be available for students seeking a degree or certificate 
from a complete job preparatory program, but shall not sustain student enrollment in isolated career and 
technical courses. [Florida Statute §1007.271(4)] 

Career Dual Enrollment shall be provided as a curricular option for secondary students to pursue in order to 
earn a series of elective credits toward the high school diploma. It is the intent of the legislature that Career 
Dual Enrollment provides a comprehensive academic and Career Dual Enrollment Program within the career 
center or community college. [Florida Statute §1007.271(41(21)] 

 

Per Florida Statute § 1007.271(2)(10)(11)(16), there are no tuition, registration, laboratory fees, or textbook 
costs to students participating in either the Advanced Placement (AP) Program or the Dual Enrollment 
Program. Students are responsible for textbooks that must be returned to the vendor. Fees will be charged 
to students who lose or damage textbooks. Students will be responsible for parking permits, identification 
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card fees, late fees, library fees, special course fees, etc. or other course-related materials. 

A student may attempt a single course, a maximum of three times, during their college career in a Florida 
postsecondary educational facility. These three attempts include withdrawals. A student, who requires less 
than six credits, in order to graduate, may opt to complete all needed credits through the School District's 
Dual Enrollment Program, if eligible. This student does not need to enroll in a full schedule, of at least six 
courses, through the high school. However, if a student enrolls in a high school course on the high school 
campus, the student will be required to enroll in six courses or eight courses in schools on a four-by-four 
block schedule. Students may not dually enroll if they will graduate prior to the end of the postsecondary 
course. The student may apply to the postsecondary institution and pay the required registration, tuition, 
and fees, if the student meets the postsecondary institution's admissions requirements. [Florida Statute § 
1007.271(2) & Florida Counseling for Future Education Handbook] 
 
 
Enrollment in Schools without Dual Enrollment Agreements 
 With principal’s permission, students may dual enroll in colleges or universities other than those that have 
Dual Enrollment Agreements with the SDPBC. Students must adhere to the Dual Enrollment Agreement 
Guidelines set up by the school. Participation in Dual Enrollment is subject to the school’s schedule. Students 
must meet the Dual Enrollment eligibility criteria set forth by the District. The parent(s) and/or student will 
be responsible for payment of fees and instructional materials. Excluding the required fees, all other rights 
and privileges will be afforded these students as those under Dual Enrollment Agreements (Dual Enrollment 
Articulation Agreement SDPBC Student Progression Plan 2016-2017 Page 67 between the School District, 
Palm Beach State College, and Florida Atlantic University). All courses that are not on the Dual Enrollment 
Course Equivalency List will be awarded a 0.5 elective credit. (Refer to Dual Enrollment Equivalency List at: 
http://www.fldoe.org/policy/articulation/1516dual-enrollment-agreements.stml)
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PROMOTION AND RETENTION 

No student may be assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other factors that constitute social 
promotion or administrative placement, as referenced in Florida Statute § 1008.25(6)(a). No student may 
be retained solely on the basis of standardized assessments. Students shall meet the appropriate 
performance levels for Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) or Florida Standards, as set forth 
in State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09401. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) REQUIREMENTS FOR PROMOTION AND RETENTION 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.4156, promotion from a school composed of middle 
Grades 6-8 requires that the student must successfully complete academic courses as follows: 

Middle School English Language Arts (ELA) Requirements 

• A student must successfully complete three middle school or higher courses in English Language Arts 
(ELA). 

Middle School Mathematics Requirements 

1. Students must successfully complete three middle school or higher courses in mathematics. Each middle 
school must offer at least one high school level mathematics course for which students may earn high 
school credit.  
2. In accordance with Florida Statutes §§ 1008.22(3)(b) (1) and 1003.4156(1)(b), middle school students 
who have successfully completed a high school mathematics course will earn high school credit and that 
credit will count as one of the four mathematics credits that must be earned in grades 9-12. To earn high 
school credit for Algebra 1, Geometry, and/or Algebra 2, a middle school student must take the 
corresponding EOC Assessment and pass the course. A middle school student’s performance on the EOC 
Assessment will constitute 30 percent of the student’s final course grade. Middle school students who do 
not take the EOC Assessment will receive an “F” in the course. After the student makes-up the EOC, the 
final grade will be recalculated.  
3. Students are required to meet satisfactory performance or earn a Level 3 or higher on the Algebra 1 EOC 
Assessment in order to earn a Standard High School Diploma. Students must meet satisfactory performance 
or earn a Level 3 or higher on the Geometry EOC Assessment and the Algebra 2 EOC Assessment in order to 
earn a Standard High School Diploma Scholar Designation. [Florida Statute § 1003.4156] 
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Social Studies Middle School Requirements 

• A student must successfully complete three middle school or higher courses in social studies. 

 
 
 
 
 

· Students who transfer into STP may substitute social studies units earned at their previous school 
for M/J World History and/or M/J United States History if the units are deemed acceptable per the 
district accreditation policy.  

· Beginning with students entering 6th grade in the 2012-2013 school year, per Florida Statute § 
1003.4156(1)(c), one of the courses must be at least a one semester civics education course that a 
student successfully completes and that includes: o the roles and responsibilities of federal, state, 
and local governments; o the structures and functions of the legislative, executive, and judicial 
branches of government; and o the meaning and significance of historic documents, such as the 
Articles of Confederation, the Declaration of Independence, and the Constitution of the United 
States. 

· Transfer students who completed a social studies course at their previous school may have that 
course evaluated to determine if it meets the criteria listed above to count as a civics education 
course.  

· Each student's performance on the statewide, EOC Assessment in civics education constitutes 30 
percent of the student's final course grade. Middle school students who do not take the Civics EOC 
Assessment will receive an “F” in the course. After the student makes-up the EOC, the final grade 
will be recalculated. (Refer to Florida Statute § 1008.22.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All students enroll in and completing any of the following courses must take the Civics EOC Assessment: 
 
2106010 
2106015 
2106016 
2106020 
2106025 
2106026 
2100045 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Middle School Social Studies Courses 
Grade 6 - M/J World History (not World Geography) 
Grade 7 - M/J Civics and Career Planning 
Grade 8 - M/J United States History 

NOTE: A middle school student who transfers into the State's public school system from out of country, out-of- 
state, a private school/or a home education program after the beginning of the second term of 8th grade is not 
required to meet the civics education requirement for promotion from the middle grades if the student's 
transcript documents passage of three courses in social studies or two year-long courses in social studies that 
include coverage of civics education. [Florida Statute § 51003.4156(1)(c)] 
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Science Middle School Requirements 
• Per Florida Statute § 1003.4156(1)(d), a student must successfully complete three middle school or 

higher courses in science. Successful completion of a high school level Biology 1 course is not 
contingent on the student's performance on the EOC Assessment. 
• All students enrolled in Biology 1 must take the Biology 1 EOC Assessment, which constitutes 30 
percent of the student's final course grade, and earn a passing grade in the course.  Middle school 
students who do not take the Biology 1 EOC Assessment will receive an “F” in the course.  After the 
students make up the EOC, the final grade will be recalculated. [Florida Statute § 1008.22(3)(bH2)].  

 
 
CAREER AND EDUCATION PLANNING REQUIREMENTS 
 
A student must complete one course in career and education planning, which is generally offered in the 7th 
grade. At a minimum, the course must be Internet-based, easy to use, and customizable to each student 
and include research-based assessments to assist students in determining educational and career options 
and goals. The course may be taught by any member of the instructional staff; must result in a completed 
personalized Academic and Career Plan for the student; must emphasize the importance of 
entrepreneurship skills; and must emphasize technology or the application of technology in career fields; 
and must include information from the Department of Economic Opportunity’s economic security report as 
described in Florida Statute § 445.07. 
 
The required personalized Academic and Career Plan must inform students of high school graduation 
requirements, including a detailed explanation of the diploma designation options provided under Florida 
Statute § 1003.4285, high school assessment and college entrance test requirements; Florida Bright Futures 
Scholarship Program requirements; state university and Florida College System institution admission 
requirements; available opportunities to earn college credit in high school, including Advanced Placement 
(AP) courses; the International Baccalaureate (IB) Program; the Advanced International Certificate of 
Education (AICE) Program; Dual Enrollment, including career dual enrollment; and career education 
courses, including career-themed courses and courses that lead to industry certification. 
 
Each school must inform parent(s) about the course curriculum and activities. Each student must complete 
a personalized Academic and Career Plan, which must be signed by the student and the student's parent. 
[Florida Statute § 1003.4156(1)(e)] 
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Suggested Enrollment for Grade 6 
 

Students are required to enroll in each of the following courses Duration 

Intensive Reading* (based on FY16 FSA 2.0 Level 1 or Level 2, Reading Plus 
Benchmark Assessment data, FY16 Winter Diagnostic data, and/or teacher input) 
Certain students may be serviced through specific content area classes with 
appropriately certified/designated/endorsed teachers. Refer to the K-12 
Comprehensive Reading Plan for specific details.  
Note: Assignment of ESE students with a disability and ELLs who participate in 
statewide assessments will be determined by the appropriate Multi-Disciplinary 
Team. 

As long as needed 

Language Arts 1 year 
Science 1 year 
Mathematics** 1 year 
World History 1 year 
Physical Education***(includes dance classes) 1 semester 
Electives (various courses/subject areas) As offered by each school 

*Florida Statute § 1008.25 mandates that intensive academic assistance be provided for any student who 
demonstrates substantially deficient skills in reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science. 
**Mathematics remediation, if required, may be provided within the Mathematics class. 
*** The physical education requirement shall be waived for a student who meets the criteria outlined in 
Florida Statute § 1003.455. Refer to Physical Education Requirement, Parental Notification and Waiver for 
Elementary and Middle School Students Form (PBSD 2301). 
 
 
Suggested Enrollment for Grade 7 
 

 

*Florida Statute § 1008.25 mandates that intensive academic assistance be provided for any student who demonstrates substantially 
deficient skills in reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science. 
**Mathematics remediation, if required, may be provided within the Mathematics class. 
***The physical education requirement shall be waived for a student who meets the criteria outlined in Florida Statute § 1003.455. Refer 
to Physical Education Requirement, Parental Notification and Waiver for Elementary and Middle School Students (PBSD 2301). 
 
 

Students are required to enroll in each of the following courses Duration 

Intensive Reading* (based on FY16 FSA Level 1 or Level 2, Reading Plus Benchmark 
Assessment data, FY16 Winter Diagnostic data, and/or teacher input) Certain students may 
be serviced through specific content area classes with appropriately 
certified/designated/endorsed teachers. Refer to the K-12 Comprehensive Reading Plan for 
specific details. 
Note: Assignment of ESE students with a disability and ELLs who participate in statewide 
assessments will be determined by the appropriate Multi-Disciplinary Team. 

As long as needed 

Language Arts 1 year 

Science 1 year 

Mathematics** 1 year 

Civics and Career and Education Planning14 1 year 

Physical Education*** (includes dance classes) 1 semester 

Electives (various courses/subject areas) As offered by each school 
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Suggested Enrollment for Grade 8 
 

 

 
*Florida Statute § 1008.25 mandates that intensive academic assistance be provided for any student who demonstrates substantially 
deficient skills in reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science. 
**Mathematics remediation, if required, may be provided within the mathematics class. 
***The physical education requirement shall be waived for a student who meets the criteria outlined in Florida Statute 5 1003.455. Refer 
to Physical Education Requirement Parental Notification and Waiver for Elementary and Middle School Students (PBSD 2301). 
 
 
14 In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.4156(1)(e), at a minimum, the Career and Education Planning course must be Internet-based, 

easy to use, and customizable to each student and include research-based assessments to assist students in determining educational 
and career options and goals. In addition, the course must result in a completed personalized academic and career plan for the student; 
must emphasize the importance of entrepreneurship skills; must emphasize technology or the application of technology in career fields. 

 

Course descriptions meet the requirements of State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09412 and this 
curriculum meets the student performance standards in State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09401.  See 
Florida Statute § 1003.4156 and State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.054(2). 
 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) PROMOTION AND RETENTION 
 
Students who successfully complete the required courses in each grade must be promoted to the next 
grade level. 
 
Conditional Promotion to Grade 7 and/or Grade 8 

1. If a student fails one core course, the student should be conditionally promoted. The student must pass 
the failed course in a recovery program during the summer or the next school year. 

2. If a student fails two core courses, the student may be conditionally promoted upon passing one core 
course in a recovery program during the summer and taking one course during the following school 
year. 

3. If a student fails three core courses, the student will be retained at the same grade level or will be 
conditionally promoted upon passing two courses in a recovery program during the summer and taking 
one course during the following school year. 

4. If a student fails more than three core courses, the student will be retained. 

Students are required to enroll in each of the following courses Duration 

Intensive Reading* (based on FY16 FSA Level 1 or Level 2, Reading Plus Benchmark 
Assessment data, FY16 Winter Diagnostic data, and/or teacher input) Certain students may 
be serviced through specific content area classes with appropriately 
certified/designated/endorsed teachers. Refer to the K-12 Comprehensive Reading Plan for 
specific details.  
Note: Assignment of ESE students with a disability and ELLs who participate in statewide 
assessments will be determined by the appropriate Multi-Disciplinary Team. 

As long as needed 

Language Arts 1 year 
Science 1 year 
Mathematics-M/J Pre-Algebra; Algebra 1 Honors; Geometry Honors** 1 year 
United States History 1 year 
Physical Education (includes dance classes) *** 1 semester 

Electives (various courses/subject areas) As offered by each school 
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5. A retained student should not repeat a course he/she has already passed. The student may enroll in the 
next sequential course. This may result in the student being promoted during the school year. 

6. Promotion in extraordinary circumstances: The Superintendent, upon recommendation by the Area 
Superintendent and the principal, may promote a student based upon extraordinary circumstances, 
which impacted the student's performance. This cannot be used to promote a student from 8th grade to 
9th grade. 

Course Recovery Options for Middle School Students 

1. Middle School Course Recovery Program (MSCR) 
2. Virtual School 
3. Tutoring services before or after school concurrently with the course to be used as evidence of 

demonstrating proficiency in skills taught during the previous terms. 
4. Benchmark assessments: Florida Standards Quizzes (FSQs) and Unit Standards Assessments (USAs) for 

ELA and Mathematics, and Next Generation Standards Quizzes (NGSQs) and USAs for Civics and 8th 
grade science can be used to demonstrate mastery for a marking period. Winter Diagnostics Reports 
using the taught standards/benchmarks can be used to demonstrate mastery of the content of first 
and/or second quarters. 

5. Nine-Week exams: Students may take a nine-week exam. Students must complete with 70 percent 
proficiency before recovery status is awarded. 

6. Florida Standards Assessment (FSA)/State Science Assessment/Civics EOC: Students who score proficient 
or above can receive credit for a recovered course based on demonstration of grade level skills as 
indicated by the statewide standardized assessment score. 

7. Florida Alternative Assessment (FAA): Students who score proficient or above can receive credit for a 
recovered course based on demonstration of grade level skills as indicated by the FAA score. 
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Promotion to Grade 9 
In order to be promoted to Grade 9, students must meet the following requirements: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* The Career and Education Planning course is provided through Civics in Grade 7.  
Refer to specific course requirements at the beginning of this section. 

 
 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL INTERVENTIONS 
8.5 Placement Option (Only Students in Grade 8) 
Assignment into an 8.5 Program, when available and appropriate, will be at a SDPBC alternative education 
high school. 
Before being promoted to Grade 9, a student assigned to an 8.5 Program must complete a program of 
remediation in the content areas failed during the previous school year. Students must demonstrate that 
remediation is complete by earning passing grades on school-based assessments in the failed content areas.  
Students will be enrolled in high school credit courses to complete their middle school promotion 
requirements. 
 

CONSIDERATIONS FOR SPECIAL PROGRAM STUDENTS 
The following sections address the considerations for Exceptional Student Education (ESE) students, 
students with a Section 504 Accommodation Plan, and English Language Learner (ELL) students that do 
not meet the mandatory retention criteria. 

English Language Learners (ELLs) 
In accordance with State Board of Education Rules 6A-6.0902, 6A-6.0903, 6A-6.0904, and 6A-1.09432(6) a 
student identified as an ELL must meet the District levels of performance, as indicated on the Student 
Progression charts. The SDPBC Plan for Services to English Language Learners (ELLs) is located at: 
http://www.palmbeachschools.org/multicultural/ELLPlan.asp. 
 
Promotion for an ELL shall be based on the student's academic performance, regardless of the 
level of English Language proficiency. ELLs must demonstrate literacy skills on grade level in 
either English or their native language. ELLs may not be retained if they are substantially below 
grade level in reading in English, but can demonstrate grade level literacy skills in their native 
language. Retention of an ELL requires the review and recommendation of the ELL Committee 
and may not be based solely on lack of English proficiency, demonstration of grade level 
content knowledge in English, or on a score on any single assessment instrument. 
 

Subject Number of Courses Passed 

English Language Arts 3 

Mathematics 3 

Science 3 

Social Studies 3 

Career and Education Planning* 1 

Note: Promotion to high school is contingent on meeting the requirements above. 
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An ELL Committee must meet to determine whether an ELL should be retained with documentation on 
the English Language Learner (ELL) Report (PBSD 1512).  

An ELL is required to meet student performance standards for the appropriate grade level. However, ELLs 
who have been in approved English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Program for less than two 
complete school years should not be accountable to demonstrate the standards in English. The Consent 
Decree and Title III requirement is to measure the student's ability toward attainment of the standards, 
regardless of whether that ability is demonstrated in English or the student's home language. 

Exceptional Student Education (ESE) 

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA) requires that the IEP for each 
child with a disability include a statement of measurable annual goals, including academic and functional 
goals. The IEP must meet the student’s needs that result from the disability to enable the child to be 
involved in and make progress in the General Education curriculum. Refer to School Board Policy 5.725 and 
Exceptional Student Education Policies and Procedures (SP&P). 

A student who is enrolled in Exceptional Student Education (ESE) must meet the School District’s 
performance standards, unless the student’s demonstrated significant cognitive ability prevents the student 
from completing required class work and achieving the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS), 
Language Arts Florida Standards (LAFS), or Mathematics Florida Standards (MAFS), even with appropriate 
and allowable class work modifications and the IEP specifies that the student is working on Florida 
Standards Access Points.  

When a student with a disability is determined to be performing below grade level in reading, writing, 
mathematics, and/or science, the IEP Team shall be convened to review the IEP. The student’s IEP must 
address all of the student’s educational needs, including the student's below grade level performance. The 
IEP Team may recommend a Progress Monitoring Plan (PMP) to address the student’s educational need in 
reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science. 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.25(1), it is the responsibility of the School Board and School 
District administration to provide all students with effective instructional and remedial programs that 
monitor progress, promote continuous achievement, and make provisions for individual differences. With 
respect to Students with Disabilities, the School Board and School District administration have additional 
responsibilities, as set forth below.  

The IDEA requires the School District to provide a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) to any individual 
child with a disability who needs special education and related services, even though the child has not failed 
or been retained in a course or grade, and is advancing from grade to grade [34 C.F.R. § 300.101(c)(1)].  

State law requires that Students with Disabilities, who are included in the General Education curriculum 
must meet School District and/or State levels of performance for student progression; unless the student’s 
IEP Team determined that the student should follow the Florida Standards Access Points modified 
curriculum aligned with ESE course requirements and benchmarks.  

State law prohibits social promotion for any public school student, including Students with Diabilities. Social 
promotion occurs when a student is promoted based on factors other than the student achieving School 
District and State levels of performance for student progression. In accordance with Florida Statute § 
1008.25(6)(a), no student may be assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other factors that 
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constitute social promotion. 

 
 
 

Active Section 504 Accommodation Plans 
As outlined in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,34 C. F. R. Part 104, a student's Section 504 
Accommodation Plan documents each of the accommodations required to ensure the student receives a 
Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) and has an equal opportunity to access the General Education 
curriculum in the least restrictive environment. If a Section 504 Team decides to make any alteration to the 
delivery of instruction or student assignments for a student with an active Section 504 Accommodation Plan, 
such alteration must be documented in the student's Section 504 Accommodation Plan. A parent of a 
student with an active Section 504 Accommodation Plan must be notified of any proposed changes to the 
Plan. In addition, a parent must be given the opportunity to provide input on decisions made by the 504 
Team. 

A student with an active Section 504 Accommodation Plan must meet the School District's levels of 
performance. Parent(s) must be notified if a student with a Plan is being considered for retention. The 
Team must determine if the reason(s) for retention is/are caused by the disability of record on the active 
Section 504 Accommodation Plan. If the Team determines that the below grade level performance is 
caused by the disability, the student's placement must be re-evaluated. 

The re-evaluation must include a review of the student's records, the student's intellectual and academic 
abilities, and other pertinent information provided by the student's teachers. Comprehensive 
documentation regarding student placement must be provided each time re- evaluation occurs. 

If the Team determines that the below grade level performance is not caused by the disability, the 
student is treated in the same manner as any General Education student. 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADE CLASSIFICATION FOR PROMOTION AND RETENTION 
The following requirements are used to determine grade classification to the next grade level. At the end 
of the school year, students will be promoted as follows: 
• 9th grade students will be promoted to 10th grade; 
• 10th grade students will be promoted to 11th grade; 
• 11th grade students will be promoted to 12th grade; and 
• 12th grade students who do not meet graduation requirements will be retained in 12th grade. 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Students are required to satisfy the graduation requirements in effect at the time the student first enters 
Grade 9, regardless of the date the student graduates, unless the requirements change for the entire 
class, or unless requirements are changed for all students by Florida Statute.  

Schools shall provide parent(s) with information concerning all graduation options, including the 
respective curriculum requirements for those options, so that the students and their parent(s) may 
select the program that best fits their needs. 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS FOR A STANDARD DIPLOMA 
Assessments for Standard Diploma 
In order to receive a Standard Diploma, students must achieve proficient scores on the required statewide 
assessments or meet the concordant subject area test score on a State Board of Education approved 
alternate assessment. They must also satisfy student performance standards for each course in Grades 9-12 
for which credit toward graduation is awarded. As for students with a disability, see below as to the criteria 
for waivers from this graduation requirement. [Florida Statutes §§ 1008.22(3), 1003.438, State Board of 
Education Rules 6A-1.0995, & 6A-1.09961] 

Students must meet satisfactory performance or earn a Level 3 or higher on the Grade 10 FSA ELA.  A 
student may satisfy the Grade 10 FSA ELA requirement by achieving an equivalent or concordant score on 
an alternate assessment, the ACT, or SAT.   

Students must meet satisfactory performance or earn a Level 3 or higher score on the Algebra 1 End-of-
Course (EOC) Assessment or subsequently thereafter meet the comparative score of 97 on the 
Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (P.E.R.T.). 

A student may satisfy the FCAT 2.0 Reading requirement by achieving an equivalent or concordant score on 
an alternate assessment, the ACT, or SAT. 

The concordant/comparative scores for ACT, SAT, and P.E.R.T. updates are located at: 
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7764/urlt/GradRequireFSA.pdf 

Students who have met all of the requirements for the Standard High School Diploma, except for earning a 
proficient score on the FCAT 2.0 Reading/FSA ELA/Algebra 1 EOC Assessment or an alternate assessment by 
the end of 12th grade, must be given the opportunity to participate in an accelerated High School 
Equivalency Diploma Preparation Program. This should include FCAT 2.0 Reading/FSA ELA/Algebra 1 EOC 
Assessment remediation and High School Equivalency Examination preparation. Students must also be 
allowed to take a college placement test and be admitted to remedial or credit courses at a state 
community college or participate in an adult general education program. [Florida Statute § 1003.433(2)] 
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Statewide Standardized Assessment Waivers for Students with Disabilities 

Section 1008.22(3)(c)2., F.S., states that students with disabilities can be eligible for a waiver of statewide, 
standardized assessment results for the purpose of receiving a course grade or a standard diploma. This 
includes the Florida Standards Assessment, all end-of-course assessments and the Florida Standards 
Alternative Assessment.  

In accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), students with disabilities may 
receive services through the public school system through age 21 (i.e., until their 22nd birthday or, at the 
option of the School District, the end of the semester or school year in which the student turns age 22) or 
until they graduate with a Standard Diploma, whichever occurs first. 

 In order for the general assessment graduation requirement to be waived, the IEP Team must meet to 
determine whether or not the state standardized assessment can accurately measure the student’s 
abilities, taking into consideration allowable accommodations. 

Statewide Standardized Assessment Waiver Eligibility Criteria for Students with 
Disabilities  

Assessment results may be waived under special circumstances for students with disabilities for the 
purpose of receiving a course grade a standard high school diploma. Specific requirements regarding the 
waiver process are found in s. 1008.22(3)(c)2., F.S. To be considered for a statewide, standardized 
assessment results waiver, the following criteria must be met:  

1. The student must be identified as a student with a disability, as defined in s. 1007.02, F.S.: The term 
“student with a disability” means a student who is documented as having an intellectual disability; a 
hearing impairment, including deafness; a speech or language impairment; a visual impairment, 
including blindness; an emotional or behavioral disability; an orthopedic or other health impairment; 
an autism spectrum disorder; a traumatic brain injury; or a specific learning disability, including, but not 
limited to, dyslexia, dyscalculia, or developmental aphasia.  

2. The student must have an individual educational plan (IEP).  
3. The student must have taken the statewide, standardized assessment with appropriate allowable 

accommodations at least once. 
4. In accordance with s. 1008.22(3)(c)2., F.S., the IEP team must make a determination of whether a 

statewide standardized assessment accurately measures the student’s abilities, taking into 
consideration all allowable accommodations for students with disabilities.  

The IEP team may meet at any time to: 
• Verify that the criteria have been met  
• Document the team’s determination and information analyzed in making the decision  

 
District Responsibilities: 
The IEP Team will convene to make a determination whether the Statewide Standardized Assessment 
accurately measures the student's abilities, taking into consideration all allowable accommodations. The 
team may review evidence that includes, but is not limited to:  

• Classroom work samples  
• Course grades  
• Teacher observations  
• Relevant classroom data derived from formative assessments  
• Intensive remediation activities on the required course standards  
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• Higher-level, related coursework (honors, advanced placement, etc.)  
• Related postsecondary coursework through dual enrollment  
• Other standardized academic assessments, such as the SAT, the ACT or Postsecondary Education 
Readiness Test (PERT).  
• Portfolio  

 
The IEP team must convene to analyze the information needed to consider whether a student is eligible for 
a waiver of statewide, standardized assessment results for the purpose of receiving a course grade or a 
standard diploma. The IEP team is encouraged to document the team’s analysis of the student’s 
performance data used to make the decision to grant or deny a waiver of statewide, standardized 
assessment results. A decision may be made at an IEP team meeting any time after a student takes a 
statewide, standardized assessment needed to earn a course grade or a standard high school diploma in 
accordance with s.1008.22 (a)(b), F.S. Documentation of the decision should be completed at that time. 

 A student who transfers from another state must pass the Grade 10 general assessment or an alternate 
assessment that is concordant with the general assessment; earn a 2.0 GPA; and meet all requirements of 
the school, district, or state from which he/she is transferring or meet Florida's course requirements to 
earn a Standard Diploma. A transfer student may be considered for the assessment waiver. [Florida Statute 
§ 1003.433(1)] 

Beginning with students entering grade 9 in the 2014-15 school year…(e) Any waiver of the statewide, 
standardized assessment requirements by the individual education plan team, pursuant to s. 1008.22(3)(c), 
must be approved by the parent and is subject to verification for appropriateness by an independent 
reviewer selected by the parent as provided for in s. 1003.572. 
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Course Credit for Standard Diploma 
In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.436(2), credits are awarded in 0.5 credit increments per 
semester upon successful completion of course requirements, with the exception of courses with EOC 
Assessments that award one credit. See options below for specific credit requirements. 

Online Learning for Standard Diploma 
Beginning with the 2011-2012 incoming Grade 9 students, the Digital Learning Now Act requires that all 
high school students graduating with a 24-Credit Standard Diploma (except those enrolled in the ACCEL 
Option, Special Diploma, International Baccalaureate (IB) Program, or the Advanced International 
Certificate of Education (AICE) Program) successfully complete at least one online course. The course has 
to be within the 24 credits required for high school graduation and must be passed. Courses may be 
either 0.5 credit or 1.0 credit in value. Online credit recovery or original credit courses may be used to 
satisfy this requirement. [Florida Statute § 1002.45282(4)] (Students may take these courses online, 
outside of, or as a part of the school day.) 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.4282(4), online high school credit courses successfully 
completed in Grades 6-8 may be used to fulfill this requirement. Student eligibility for participation in a 
Virtual Education Program is determined by Florida Statute §1002.455 and participation requirements 
are set forth in Florida Statute § 1002.45(6). 

This requirement does not apply to a student who has an IEP, which indicates that an online course 
would be inappropriate, or a student who is enrolled in a Florida high school and has less than one 
academic year remaining in high school. [Florida Statute § 1002.4282(4)] 
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Grade Point Average (GPA) for Standard Diploma 
In middle and high school, GPA is defined as the numerical average represented by the point value of the 
letter grades earned, divided by the number of semester grades. The point value is based on a standard 
scale of 4.0 with no weighing factor for different levels of difficulty. The scale is based on 4.0 (A), 3.0 (B), 
2.0 (C), 1.0 (D) and 0 for any other grade. [Florida Statute § 1003.437] 

Students must earn a minimum GPA of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale for all credits attempted, except for those 
replaced according to the Forgiveness Rule. [Florida Statute § 1003.437] 

FOUR-YEAR, 24-CREDIT TRADITIONAL OPTION REQUIREMENTS 
The 24 credits may be earned through applied, integrated, and combined courses approved by the 
Department of Education. 

Virtual/Online Course Requirement for Four-Year 24-Credit Option 
Beginning with students entering Grade 9 in the 2011-2012 school years, at least one course within the 
24 credits required in this subsection must be completed through online learning. An online high school 
credit course taken during Grades 6-8 fulfills this requirement. The requirement is met through an online 
course offered by the Florida Virtual School, a virtual education provider approved by the State Board of 
Education, a high school, or an online dual enrollment course.  [Florida Statute § 1003.4282(4)] 
The District School Board, as applicable, may offer students the following options to satisfy the online 
course requirements: 

 · Completion of a course in which a student earns a nationally recognized industry certification in 
information technology that is identified on the CAPE Industry Certification funding list pursuant to s. 
1008.44 or passage of the information technology certification examination without enrollment in or 
completion of the corresponding courses, as applicable.  

· Passage of an online content assessment, without enrollment in or completion of the 
corresponding course or courses, as applicable, by which the student demonstrates skills and 
competency in locating information and applying technology for instructional purposes. 
 
English Requirements for Four-Year 24-Credit Option 
• Students must earn four English credits (English I, II, III, and IV). 

Mathematics Requirements for Four-Year 24-Credit Option 
1. Students must earn four high school mathematics credits, which must include Algebra 1 and 

Geometry. [Florida Statute § 1003.4282(3)(b)] 
2. Three of the four required mathematics credits must be earned in Grades 9-12. However, 

students who score a minimum of 550 on the mathematics portion of the old SAT (prior to March 
2016), or a 570 on the mathematics portion of the new SAT, or a minimum score of 24 on the 
mathematics portion of the ACT, may be exempt from the requirement that the three credits be 
earned in Grades 9-12 and may use all high school mathematics credits earned at middle school 
toward the four-credit graduation requirement. (Students should be reminded that meeting only 
the minimum mathematics credit requirement might adversely impact college admission.) 

3. The grades earned in high school courses, taken in middle school, will be included on the high 
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school transcript. 
4. Students enrolled in Algebra 1 in 2011-2012 and thereafter, must meet satisfactory performance 

or earn a Level 3 on the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment, in order to fulfill the graduation requirement. 
[Florida Statute § 1008.22(3)(b)1] 

5. Beginning with the 2011-2012 school year, all students enrolled in geometry must take the 
Geometry EOC Assessment. [Florida Statute § 1008.22(3)(b)1] 

6. Students, who enroll in Algebra 1 in the 2013-2014 school years and thereafter, must take the 
Algebra 1 EOC Assessment and pass the course.  Student performance on the Algebra 1 EOC 
Assessment constitutes 30 percent of the student’s final course grade.  Students who do not take 
the Algebra 1 E”OC Assessment will receive an “F” in the course. After the student makes up the 
EOC, the final grade will be calculated.    

7 A student must meet satisfactory performance on the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment to earn a 
Standard Diploma. A comparative score of 97 on the Postsecondary Education Readiness Test 
(P.E.R.T.) will satisfy this requirement. 

8 Students, who enroll in Geometry or Algebra 2 in the 2013-2014 school years and thereafter, 
must take the corresponding EOC Assessment and pass the course.  Student performance on the 
EOC Assessment constitutes 30 percent of the student's final course grade.  Students who do not 
take the EOC will receive and “F” in the course.  After the student makes up the EOC, the final 
grade will be recalculated. 

9 A student must meet satisfactory performance or earn a Level 3 or higher on the Geometry 
and algebra 2 EOC Assessments to earn a Standard High School Diploma Scholar 
Designation.   

10 Industry certification courses that lead to college credit may substitute for up to two 
mathematics credits, not including Algebra 1 or Geometry. 

 
Algebra 1 End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment Requirement 

All students enrolled in and completing any of the following courses must take the Algebra 1 EOC 
assessment: 
 

Course Course Code 
 
Algebra 1 

 
1200310 

 
Algebra 1 Honors 

 
1200320 

 

All students who entered Grade 9 in the school year 2011-2012 or thereafter, who have previously 
scored non-proficient on the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment, unless they earned a comparative score of 
97 on the PERT must take the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment. 
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Geometry End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment Requirement 
All students enrolled in and completing any of the following courses must take the Geometry EOC 
Assessment: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Algebra 2 End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment Requirement 
All students enrolled in and completing any of the following courses must take the Algebra 2 EOC 
Assessment: 
 

 

 

 

 

Science Requirements for Four-Year 24-Credit Option 
1. Three science credits must be earned during high school (Biology 1, physical science, and an equally 

rigorous science course). If a student earned a Biology and/or physical science credit in middle 
school, that course will meet the subject area requirement. However, an additional three science 
credits must be earned in grades 9-12. 

2. Students who enter Grade 9 in the 2012-2013 school year or earlier, must earn three 
science credits, as follows: 

· 1.0 credit in Biology 1; 

· 1.0 credit in a physical science (Earth/Space, Chemistry, Astronomy or Physical Science); and 

· 1.0 credit in science. 
3. Two courses must include a laboratory component. [Florida Statute § 1003.4282 (3)(c)] 

4. Beginning with the 2011-2012 school year, all students enrolled in Biology 1 must take the Biology 
1 EOC Assessment. [Florida Statute § 1008.22(3)(b)2] 

5. Students, who enter Grade 9 and enroll in Biology 1 in the 2013-2014 school years or thereafter, 
must take the Biology 1 EOC Assessment and pass the course.  Student performance on the EOC will 
constitute 30 percent of the final course grade.  Students who do not take the EOC Assessment will 
receive an “F” in the course.  After the student makes-up the EOC, the final grade will be 

Course Course Code 

Geometry 1206310 

Geometry Honors 1206320 

Course Course Code 

Algebra 2 1200330 

Algebra 2 Honors 1200340 
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recalculated.[Florida Statute § 1003.4282 (3)(c)] 
6. A student must meet satisfactory performance or earn a Level 3 or higher on the Biology 1 EOC 

Assessment to earn a Standard High School Diploma Scholar Designation.  
7. Students who enter Grade 9 in the 2013-2014 school year or thereafter, must earn three science 

credits, as follows: 
· credit Biology 1; 
· credit in a physical science (must be an equally rigorous course: Earth/Space, 

Chemistry, Physics, Astronomy, or Physical Science courses); and 
· 1.0 credit in science (must be an equally rigorous course). 

8. Students entering Grade 9 in the 2013-2014 school years and thereafter must earn a credit in 
Biology 1 and pass two equally rigorous courses as a requirement for graduation. An industry 
certification for which there is a statewide college credit articulation agreement approved by the 
State Board of Education or an identified computer science course with a related industry 
certification may substitute for up to one science credit, not including Biology 1. [Florida Statute 
§1003.4282(3)(c)] 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Biology 1 End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment Requirement 
All students enrolled in and completing any of the following courses must take the Biology 1 EOC 
Assessment: 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Course Course Code 

Biology 1 2000310 

Biology 1 Honors 2000320 

NOTE: It is recommended that students enrolled in regular courses take Earth/Space Science Regular (R) in 9th 
grade; Biology 1 (R) in 10th grade; and Chemistry 1 (R), Environmental Science (R), Marine Science 1 (R), 
Anatomy and Physiology (R), or Physical Science (R) in 11th grade to fulfill the new graduation requirement. 
Physics 1 (R) can also be used for regular students to fulfill this new requirement, but it is not recommended 
until 12th grade. All of these courses except Biology 1 (R)] are equally rigorous courses and Earth/Space Science 
(R), Chemistry 1 (R), Physical Science (R), and Physics 1 (R) also count as a credit in the physical sciences. All 
other regular courses open in the SDPBC, which include but are not limited to Ecology (R) and Zoology (R), are 
not equally rigorous courses for 9th grade students entering the 2013-2014 school years and thereafter and will 
no longer count toward the three science credits needed to graduate. 
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Social Studies Requirements for Four-Year 24-Credit Option 
Students must earn three social studies course credits for graduation [Florida Statutes § 1003.4282(3)(d)], 
as follows: 

• Grade 10 World History - 1.0 credit 
• Grade 11 United States (US) History - 1.0  

o U.S. History students must take the U.S. History EOC Assessment and pass the course.  
o Student performance on the U.S. History EOC Assessment constitutes 30 percent of the student’s 

final course grade.   
o Students who do not take the U.S. History EOC Assessment will receive an “F” in the course. After 

the student makes-up the EOC, the final grade will be recalculated.  
o  A student must meet satisfactory performance or earn a Level 3 or higher on the U.S. History EOC 

Assessment to earn a Standard High School Diploma Scholar Designation. 
• Grade 12 US Government - 0.5 credit 
• Grade 12 Economics with Financial Literacy - 0.5 credit 

Social Studies End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment Requirement 
All students enrolled in and completing any of the following courses must take the US History EOC 
Assessment: 

Course Course Code 

United States History 2100310 

United States History Honors 2100320 
 

Physical Education requirements for Four-Year 24-Credit Option 
• In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.4282(3)(f), the school may not require that the one credit 

physical education requirement be taken during the 9th grade year. 
• For students who entered Grade 9 in the 2007-2008 school year and thereafter, this requirement 

may be met by completing one of two options: 
 
•  Option 1: 0.5 credit Personal Fitness/0.5 credit Physical Education Activity Elective; or 

•  Option 2: 1.0 credit Health Opportunities through Physical Education (HOPE). 
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Physical Education High School Waiver Options 
 

 

Schools Choosing the Personal Fitness/ Physical 
Education Activity Elective Option 

Schools Choosing the Health Opportunities through 
Physical Education (HOPE) Option 

Two seasons of an interscholastic sport at the junior 
varsity or varsity level AND a grade of "C" or better on 
the Personal Fitness competency test waives the 0.5 
credit in Personal Fitness and the 0.5 credit requirement 
in a Physical Education activity elective. 

Two seasons of an interscholastic sport at the junior varsity 
or varsity level AND a grade of "C" or better on the 
Personal Fitness competency test waives the full 1.0 credit 
Physical Education requirement. [Florida Statute § 
1003.4282(3)(f)] 

No credit will be earned when waiving the Physical 
Education requirement through interscholastic sports 
participation. 

One semester of marching band with a grade of "C" or 
better, waives the 0.5 credit requirement of a Physical 
Education activity elective. 

NOTE: Another option is to have this waive the 
performing arts requirement. 

The student must still take the 0.5 credit Personal 
Fitness class to complete the requirement. 

 

One semester of a dance class waives the 0.5 credit 
requirement of a Physical Education activity elective. 

NOTE: Another option is to have this waive the 
performing arts requirement. 

The student must still take the 0.5 credit Personal 
Fitness class to complete the requirement. 

 

Two years in a JROTC* class waives the 0.5 credit 
Physical Education activity elective AND the full 1.0 
credit performing arts requirement (Waiver #1500480). 
The student must still take the 0.5 credit Personal 
Fitness class to complete the requirement. 

Two years in a JROTC*class satisfies the full 1.0 credit 
Physical Education requirement AND the full 1.0 credit 
performing arts requirement. [Florida Statute § 
1003.4282(3)(f)] 

* Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps 
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Physical Education Waivers and Descriptions 
 

Course  
Code for 
Waiver 

Description of Waiver Options Applied to: 

1500410 INTERSCH SSN 1 - COM 
(Completion of interscholastic sport season 1) 

Personal Fitness/Physical Education activity elective 
AND HOPE 

1500420 INTERSCH SSN 2-COM 
(Completion of interscholastic sport season 2) 

Personal Fitness/Physical Education activity elective 
AND HOPE 

1500430 INTERSCH SPTS Waiver 
(Personal Fitness Competency Test waiver) 

Personal Fitness/Physical Education activity elective 
AND HOPE 

1500440 MCHG BAND PE WAIVER (Marching Band PE 
waiver) 

Personal Fitness/Physical Education activity elective 
(Students must still take the Personal Fitness class. This 
waiver is for the half (54) credit requirement of a 
Physical Education activity elective). 

1500445 DANCE WAIVER (Dance Waiver) 

Personal Fitness/Physical Education activity elective 
(Students must still take the Personal Fitness class. This 
waiver is for the half (%) credit requirement of a 
Physical Education activity elective). 

1500450 
JROTC* PE YR 1 WAIVER 

(JROTC* Physical Education waiver: completion 
of year 1) 

Personal Fitness/Physical Education activity elective 
AND HOPE (Students under Personal Fitness/Physical 
Education activity elective option must still take the 
Personal Fitness class 

1500460 
JROTC* PE YR 2 WAIVER 
(JROTC Physical Education waiver: completion 
of year 2) 

Personal Fitness/Physical Education activity elective 
AND HOPE (Students under Personal Fitness/Physical 
Education activity elective option must still take the 
Personal Fitness class. 

1500470 
JROTC* PE WAIVER-COM 
(Completion of JROTC* year 1, JROTC* year 2, 
and the Personal Fitness course) 

Personal Fitness/Physical Education activity elective 

1500480 JROTC* PE/PERFORMING ARTS WAIVER 

Personal Fitness/Physical Education activity elective 
AND HOPE (Students under Personal Fitness/Physical 
Education activity elective option must still take 
Personal Fitness course.) 

*Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps 

 
Fine and Performing Arts Requirements for Four-Year 24-Credit Option 

• Students entering Grade 9 in the 2007-2008 school year and thereafter must take one credit in 
fine or performing arts, speech and debate, or a practical arts course that incorporates artistic 
content and techniques of creativity, interpretation, and imagination. [Florida Statute 
S1003.4282(3)(e)] 

• Eligible practical arts courses shall be identified through the Florida Department of Education 
Course Code Directory. [Florida Statute § 1003.4282(3)(e)] 
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The Fine and Performing Arts requirement may also be fulfilled by completing the following: 

• two years of JROTC, a significant portion of which is drills; and 

• 1.0 credit of JROTC satisfies the performing arts requirement and 1.0 credit of ROTC satisfies the HOPE 
 requirement. [Florida Statute §1003.4282(3)(f)] 

Electives Requirements for Four-Year 24-Credit Option 
1. Elective courses are selected by the student in order to pursue a complete education program and to 

meet eligibility requirements for scholarships and college admission. 

2. Elective credit may be earned for nonpaid voluntary community or school service (not including court 
ordered service). Voluntary Public Service and Voluntary School/Community Service each  provide 
0.5 credits for a minimum of 75 hours of service. 

3. Elective credit may not be granted toward high school graduation for the following: 

· more than a total of nine elective credits in remedial/compensatory programs; 
· more than one credit in exploratory vocational courses; 
· more than three credits in practical arts, family, and consumer science (home economics) 
 courses; and/or 
· any Level I course unless the student's assessment indicates that a more rigorous course of 
 study would be inappropriate, in which case a written assessment of the need must be 
 included in the student's Individual Education Plan (IEP) or Progress Monitoring Plan (PMP), 
 signed by the principal, the school counselor, and the parent(s) of the student, if the student is 
 not 18 years or older, or by the student, if the student is 18 years of age or older. 

World Language Options 

The successful completion of two sequential World Language courses is not a graduation requirement. 
However, a student must demonstrate World Language proficiency at a level equal to two years of high 
school World Language (in the same language) or American Sign Language coursework as a requirement for 
entry into the State University System (SUS), for a Florida College System Associate in Arts degree, and the 
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program. Students not completing this requirement while in high school 
must make up the credits at a postsecondary institution prior to graduation from a university.  
 
This requirement can be met in one of the following ways:  

1. complete two high school credits in the same language;  
2. complete one high school World Language credit at second level (i.e., Spanish 2, French 2, etc.);  
3. pass an AP, AICE (AS or A Level), or IB (Diploma Program Standard Level or Higher Level) World Language 

course; 
4. complete a second post-secondary course (i.e., Elementary II), as long as the course is 4.0 semester 

credits; or  
5. pass a third post-secondary course (i.e., Intermediate I), regardless of credit. 
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World Language Waiver Options 
There are two possible ways in which students can obtain a World Language Waiver. 
 
Option 1: 
To qualify for a World Language Waiver, a student must earn, at the minimum, the scores 
indicated in the chart below on a CLEP, AP, SAT-II, or a Departmental Test. 
 

Test Minimum Score Required for Proficiency 

CLEP* For students entering college 2008-09 and later: French 59; German 60; and Spanish 63 

AP* 3 

SAT-II If a college awards credit based on a SAT Subject test, documentation of the credits awarded 
must be given to the high school counselor. 

Departmental Test If a college awards credit based on the basis of their own World Languages Departmental 
Test, documentation of the credits awarded must be given to the high school counselor. 

*Scores approved by State Board of Education and posted in the Articulation Coordinating Committee’s Credit-by-
Exam Equivalencies document 
 
Option 2: 
If a student's proficiency is in a language for which there is no test available to determine proficiency, a 
transcript documenting formal education equal to two years of high school coursework in that language, or 
in English in a non-English-speaking country, may be used For current World Language policies, refer to the 
Florida Counseling for Future Education Handbook at: https://www.flvc.org/advising-manuals/counseling-
for-future-education- handbook 

Refer to the 2014-2015 Bright Futures Student Handbook for current policies related to meeting the World 
Language requirement at: 
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/PDF/BFHandbookChaDterl.pdf. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOTE: Students must confirm that the World Language Waiver will be recognized by the college or university to 
which they are applying. Refer to http://www.fldoe.org/articulation/pdf/acc-cbe.pdf. If it is determined that a 
World Language Waiver is appropriate, the counselor will add the World Language waiver (Course Code 0791920) 
to the student's academic history, including FL as the subject area. Documentation indicating how the proficiency 
was met must be kept in the student's cumulative folder. The World Language Waiver options do not award 
students high school credit. 
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Community Service for Four-Year 24-Credit Option Students 
All students must earn 20 hours of community service, using the honor system.  Students must complete 

community service hours upon successful completion of 8th grade and by high school graduation. 
 
Graduation Requirements for Transfer Students 
Per  Florida Statute § 1003.433. students who enter a Florida public school in the 11th or 12th grade from 
out-of-state or from a foreign country shall not be required to spend additional time in a Florida public 
school in order to meet the high school course requirements, if the student has met all requirements of 
the school district, state, or country from which he/she is transferring. However, to receive a Standard 
High School Diploma, a transfer student must earn a 2.0 GPA and proficient score on all required 
graduation assessments according to Florida Statute § 1008.22(3) or an alternate assessment as 
described in Florida Statute § 1008.22(3). 

1. A student entering high school from another district, state, or country is required to satisfy the 
graduation requirements of his/her enrolled cohort. 

2. The student must take a full schedule of courses to comply as closely as possible with the graduation 
requirements of the cohort, but shall not be required to spend additional time in school in order to 
meet these requirements. Unless prescribed by his/her Progress Monitoring Plan (PMP), no junior or 
senior will be required to take two required courses in the same discipline concurrently. A 
Graduation Credit Waiver Request (PBSD 2461) must be completed for any credits waived for 
transfer students. 

3. Per Florida Statute 1003.4282(4), a student who is enrolled in a Florida high school and has less than 
one academic year remaining may waive the on-line course requirement. 

4. A Graduation Credit Waiver Request (PBSD 2461) must be completed to waive this requirement. 
5. A transfer student may not waive credits required for graduation if he/she will receive a Certificate of 

Completion. 

COURSE MODIFICATIONS 

English Language Learners (ELLs) Course Modifications 

An ELL may not be denied placement in honors and accelerated courses because of participation in the 
ESOL program or lack of English language proficiency, provided he/she meets the other criteria set for 
enrollment in the course. 

 
Active Section 504 Accommodation Plans Course Modifications 
A student is eligible for accommodations under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 if the student is 
determined to have a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life 
activities of such student. [Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 34 C. F. R. Part 104] 
 
In addition, a student with either a record of impairment, or who is regarded as having impairment, is 
protected from discrimination under both Section 504 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), as 
amended by the ADA Amendments Act of 2008 (effective January 1, 2009). Congress declared that its 
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purpose in amending the ADA was to reinstate a broad scope of protection, to carry out its objectives of 
providing "a clear and comprehensive national mandate for the elimination of discrimination," and set forth 
"clear, strong, consistent, enforceable standards addressing discrimination." 
 
A student meets the requirement of being regarded as having impairment by establishing that the student 
has been subjected to a prohibited act because of an actual or perceived physical or mental impairment, 
whether or not the impairment limits or is perceived to limit a major life activity. This provision shall not 
apply to a student's impairments that are transitory and minor. A transitory impairment has an actual or 
expected duration of six months or less. A Multi-Disciplinary Team must meet as necessary to determine if 
an otherwise qualified student's mental and/or physical impairment substantially limits one or more of the 
student*s major life activities. 

Major life activities include, but are not limited to, caring for oneself, performing manual tasks, seeing, 
hearing, eating, sleeping, walking, standing, lifting, bending, speaking, breathing, learning, reading, 
concentrating, thinking, communicating, and working. Major life activities also include the operation of a 
major bodily function, including but not limited to, functions of the immune system, normal cell growth, 
digestive, bowel, bladder, neurological, brain, respiratory, circulatory, endocrine, and reproductive 
functions. 

 
In deciding eligibility, the Multi-Disciplinary Team will consider information from a variety of sources, 
including medical documentation, behavioral observations, checklists, classroom tests, teacher 
recommendations and/or reports, current grades and trends, academic history, standardized test reports, 
and other relevant information. 

The Multi-Disciplinary Team is responsible for deciding if any deviation and/or exemptions to the General 
Education content requirements should be included on the Section 504 Accommodation Plan. Thus, a 
student's Section 504 Accommodation Plan must document any modification to the General Education 
course content requirements necessary for the student to ensure an equal opportunity to master the 
General Education content requirements. 
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HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS 
 
STA offers the following diploma option: 
· 24-Credit Standard Diploma 
 

Diploma Designations 

Students may earn one or more "designations" on their Standard Diploma. Students are not required to 
obtain a "designation." There is no deadline for choosing a "designation."  There are three “designations;” 
the scholar diploma designation, the merit diploma designation, and the Seal of Biliteracy: 
 
1. Scholar Diploma Designation - In addition to meeting the Standard Diploma requirements, the 

following criteria must be met. 
• Students must earn: 

o 1.0 credit in Algebra 2 (must earn a proficient score on the EOC Assessment 
beginning with students entering Grade 9 in school year 2014-2015); 

o 1.0 credit in statistics (or an equally rigorous mathematics course); 
o 1.0 credit in Chemistry or Physics; 
o 1.0 credit in a course equally rigorous to chemistry or physics;  and 
o 2.0 credits in the same world language. 

• Students must earn a proficient score on the Geometry, Biology 1, and US History EOC 
Assessments. 

• Students must earn at least one credit in AP, IB, AICE, or a Dual Enrollment course. 
 

2. Merit Designation - In addition to meeting the Standard Diploma requirements, students must 
attain one or more industry certifications from the list established, per Florida Statute § 1003.492. 

 
3. Seal of Biliteracy - The Seal of Biliteracy is an award in recognition of high school graduating 

students who have attained a high level of competency in listening, speaking, reading and writing in 
one or more languages in addition to English. The purpose of the Seal of Biliteracy is to encourage 
students to study languages, certify attainment of biliteracy skills, provide employers with a method 
of identifying an individual who has language and biliteracy skills, recognize and promote World 
Language instruction in public schools, strengthen intergroup relationships, affirm the value of 
diversity, and honor the multiple cultures and languages of a community. 

To qualify for the Seal of Biliteracy, a student must meet the following requirements:  

1. Earn a standard high school diploma  
2. Demonstrate proficiency in English by earning a passing score on the statewide, standardized 
 English Language Arts assessment or scores on a standardized test that are concordant with 
the  passing scores on the statewide, standardized assessment (e.g. ACT or SAT)  
3. Demonstrate proficiency in a world language by earning:  

a. A score of three (3) or higher on an Advanced Placement (AP) assessment in a world 
language  

b. A score of four (4) or higher on an International Baccalaureate (IB) assessment in a world 
language  
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c. A score of (E) or higher on an Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE) 
assessment in a world language  

d. An average score or higher for college-bound senior in the year the assessment was taken 
according to the College Board on a SAT II subject area assessment in a world language  

e. A score demonstrating proficiency on an alternative, district-approved world language 
assessment 

 

CERTIFICATES OF COMPLETION 
In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0995(4), a Certificate of Completion shall be 
awarded in a form prescribed by the State Board of Education. 

Standard Certification of Completion 
Standard Certification of Completion is awarded to students who meet all criteria established by the 
School Board and State law, except for earning a proficient score on the required state assessments 
and/or the required minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA. [Florida Statute § 1003.4282(7)(c)] 

Any student who is otherwise entitled to a Certificate of Completion may elect to remain in the high 
school either as a full-time student or a part-time student for up to one additional year and receive 
special instruction designed to remedy his/her identified deficiencies, in accordance with Florida Statute 
§ 1003.4282(7)(c). 

A student who has received a Certificate of Completion who subsequently meets the requirements for a 
Standard High School Diploma shall be awarded a Standard High School Diploma dated the school year 
in which the requirements are completed. 

Students who receive a Standard Certificate of Completion will have the following options: 

1. take the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) 2.0/End-of-Course (EOC) Assessments; 

2. take ACT or SAT and earn the scores concordant with FCAT 2.0/ EOC Assessments; 

3. return to school for a 13th year to remediate the FCAT 2.0/EOC Assessment and/or GPA; 

4. stay in school and enroll in a Performance-Based Exit Option Model; 

5. enroll in an Adult GED Program or credit program; or 
6. take the Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (P.E.R.T.) and attend Palm Beach State College 

while continuing to take the FCAT 2.0/EOC Assessment, if the only graduation deficiency is FCAT 
2.Q/EOC Assessments. 

 
 
 
 
RECOGNITION OF VALEDICTORIAN/SALUTATORIAN 
To be eligible for valedictorian or salutatorian recognition, a student must have attended the STA public 
school for three complete years, two of which must be the junior and senior years. Students selecting an 
18-Credit ACCEL Graduation Option or electing to complete the 24-Credit Option in three years will not be 
eligible for valedictorian/salutatorian. An early admission student enrolled full-time in a college or 
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university during any portion of his/her senior year will not be eligible for valedictorian/salutatorian. 

Valedictorian/salutatorian Calculation 
1. The valedictorian/salutatorian award will be based on grades earned after promotion from 8th grade 

through the first semester of 12th grade. 
2. The valedictorian will be the student with the highest HPA, carried to the ten-thousandth place. 
3. The salutatorian will be the student with the second highest HPA, carried to the ten- thousandth 

place. 
4. In the case of a tie for the highest HPA, co-valedictorians will be named, and the student with the 

third highest HPA will be designated as salutatorian. In the case of a tie for the second highest HPA, 
co-salutatorians will be named. 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS  
 
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program 
 
Per Florida Statute § 1009.53, the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program is created to establish a 
lottery-funded scholarship program to reward any Florida high school graduate who merits recognition 
of high academic achievement, and who enrolls in a degree program, certificate program, or applied 
technology program at an eligible Florida public or private postsecondary education institution within 
three years of graduation from high school. For information regarding Bright Futures Scholarship 
recipients attending nonpublic institutions, refer to Florida Statute §1009.538. 

Additional information can also be obtained from the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program 
website located at: http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf/. 

The Florida Bright Scholarship Program consists of three awards: 

• Florida Academic Scholars Award; 
• Florida Medallion Scholars Award; and 
• Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars Award. 

Each award has its own academic eligibility requirements, award amounts, and funding length. A 
student may receive funding for only one of the above awards. The highest award earned by the 
student will be selected. The eligibility requirements are subject to change with each legislative session. 
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REMEDIATION AND RETENTION 
 
IDENTIFICATION OF STUDENTS IN NEED OF REMEDIATION 
 
The following sections identify performance levels as they relate to the Florida Comprehensive 
Assessment Test (FCAT) 2.022, End-of-Course (EOC) Assessments, FCAT Writing, Scholastic Reading 
Interactive (SRI), and additional optional assessments. This permits decision-makers to identify the overall 
achievement of each child through District and statewide assessments and allows for a more narrow focus 
on student achievement for the purposes of remediation decisions. Teachers and administrators may 
examine the student's reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science performance to determine whether 
a student is in need of remediation in one or more of these areas. 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) REMEDIATION REQUIREMENTS 
Reading Remediation 
The goal of reading remediation is to provide students with the skills and strategies necessary to assist 
them in reading text that is on grade level. In compliance with state guidelines (House Bill 7069), STP uses 
the following determiners to decide the level of reading support for students. Students will be determined 
to be in need of reading intervention based on all available data, such as FY16 FSA ELA results, FY16 Winter 
Diagnostic results, and teacher input. The level of support necessary depends upon teacher input and the 
results of Reading Plus Benchmark Assessment or Reading Running Records (incoming 6th graders only).  
1. If a student is two or more years below grade level as determined by an approved reading assessment, 
he/she must take either two periods of intensive reading or one period of intensive reading along with 
one of the following: a period of a content area class taught by a reading endorsed, reading certified 
teacher, NGCAR-PD certified or Content Literacy Strategies (CLS) designated teacher; or an AVID elective. 
Teacher input will determine which path is most appropriate.  
2. If a student is not two or more years below grade level as determined by an approved reading 
assessment, but does have deficiencies in word decoding and/or text efficiency (as determined by an 
approved reading assessment), the student may take one period of intensive reading; one period of a 
content area class taught by a reading endorsed, reading certified, NGCAR-PD certified or Content Literacy 
Strategies (CLS) designated teacher; or an AVID elective taught by a CLS designated teacher. Teacher input 
will determine which path is most appropriate.  
3. If a student is not two or more years below grade level as determined by an approved reading 
assessment, and does not have deficiencies in word analysis and/or text efficiency (as determined by an 
approved reading assessment), then he/she may take one period of intensive reading; one period of a 
content area class taught by a reading endorsed, reading certified, or NGCAR-PD certified or Content 
Literacy Strategies (CLS) designated teacher; or an AVID elective. Teacher input will determine which path 
is most appropriate. 
 4. For Students with Disabilities, the IEP Team may recommend appropriate remediation. 
 
Mathematics Remediation Requirements Based on Standardized Assessments  
Students who do not meet satisfactory performance of a Level 3 or higher on the required statewide 
mathematics assessment will be provided with remedial instruction, which may be incorporated into the 
student’s required mathematics course. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) REMEDIAL INSTRUCTION 
In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.25(3), remedial and supplemental instruction resources must 
be allocated to students who fail to meet achievement performance levels required for promotion.  
 
STPA provides remedial instruction in reading, writing, science, and mathematics for those students 
identified as having substantially deficient skills in reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science as 
identified by teacher/principal recommendation, normreferenced tests, Florida Comprehensive 
Assessment Test (FCAT) 2.0, Florida Standards Assessment (FSA), and school-selected reading tests (i.e., 
Scholastic Reading Inventory (SRI), Diagnostic Assessment of Reading (DAR), and Oral Reading Fluency 
Measure). Remedial instruction shall be provided through implementation of an individual Progress 
Monitoring Plan (PMP) developed in consultation with parent(s). (Refer to Progress Monitoring section.) 
 
Middle School Reading Intervention Courses 
In order to facilitate efficient reading and deeper understanding of grade level texts, the intervention 
course should incorporate the following instructional strategies on a daily basis: 
1. whole group explicit instruction; 
2. small group differentiated instruction; 
 
3. independent reading practice (utilizing classroom library materials, monitored by the teacher); 

4. integration of Next Generation Sunshine State Standard (NGSSS) and/or Language Arts Florida 
Standards (LAFS) specific to the subject area if blocked with the intensive reading course (Biology, 
World History, etc.); 

5. focus on informational text at a ratio matching Florida Standards Assessment (FSA); and 

6. opportunities for accelerated achievement. [State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.054(2)] 

Additional evaluations, portfolio reviews, and alternative District assessments beyond FCAT 2.0 are 
considered when placing students into different levels of intensity for reading intervention classes to 
meet individual instructional needs of students. Schools must determine if students have an instructional 
need in decoding and text reading efficiency through the use of assessments and must identify 
benchmark criteria for placement of students requiring additional instructional time in reading 
intervention. 

Middle School Complementary Options for Remedial Instruction 
• Before or After School Tutorial 
• Saturday School Tutorial 
• Contracted Academic Services 
• Suspension of Other Curriculum 
• Online Coursework 
• Other Strategies 
 
 
 

NOTE: Remedial course offerings (intensive courses in reading or language arts) must be taken in addition to 
language arts courses, not in lieu of these courses. 
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Middle School Course Recovery (MSCR) 
The MSCR Program provides students with additional academic support and instruction. MSCR is a 
competency-based computer curriculum program offered by the SDPBC to recover middle school courses. 
Middle school students who have failed one of the core course(s) listed below, may enroll and work during 
school, before school, after school, Saturdays, and complete 50 percent of the course work at home to 
receive a grade change once the coursework is completed and mastered. 

The student may receive the grade he/she earned through the computer-based program to replace the 
failing course grade. 

Schools may create a program that best suits its school student population within the MSCR Guidelines. All 
MSCR Program teachers must be currently certified as a teacher and be MSCR trained annually in order to 
qualify as a MSCR Program teacher. 

All student grade changes acquired through the computer-based MSCR Program using the criteria above 
must have a Grade and/or Course Change Documentation (PBSD 0797) completed and filed in the specific 
student's cumulative folder. 

MSCR Content Areas Offered 
• Language Arts 
• Mathematics 
• Science 
• Social Studies 

 
 

HIGH SCHOOL (9-12) REMEDIATION REQUIREMENTS 
In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.25(3), remedial and supplemental instruction resources must 
be allocated first to students who fail to meet achievement performance levels required for promotion. 
The School District provides remedial instruction for those students with substantial reading, writing, 
science, and/or mathematics deficiencies as identified by District or State testing. 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.25(2)(a), high schools shall use all available assessment results to 
advise high school students of any identified deficiencies and to provide appropriate postsecondary 
preparatory instruction before high school graduation. 
 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.25(4), remedial instruction shall be provided through 
implementation of a Progress Monitoring Plan (PMP), a Student Plan for Services for English Language 
Learners (ELLs), an Individual Educational Plan (IEP), or a student's 504 Accommodation Plan, developed 
in consultation with a parent. If a student does not meet the minimum performance expectations, 
remedial instruction will be provided until expectations are met, the student graduates from high school, 
or the student is not subject to compulsory attendance. 
 
Credits earned in remedial instruction courses must be in addition to, but may not be in lieu of, English 
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and mathematics credits required for graduation. These courses will be considered elective credits. 
[Florida Statute § 1003.4282(5)] 

Students who do not earn a proficient score on the required statewide assessments test are provided 
remedial instruction and must retake the test during regularly scheduled test administrations. Seniors 
who have not earned a proficient score on the required statewide assessments, or who do not have the 
required minimum 2.0 Grade Point Average (GPA), may elect to attend school for an additional year. 

Remedial instruction is also provided for students who fall below standards for classification to the next 
grade level. Students identified as having below the credit or grade level requirements for classification, 
may take courses for forgiveness or credit accrual, by enrolling in and/or attending the following: 
Summer School (if offered); 

· Adult Education Center (AEC) Credit Lab; 
· AEC Adult High School Credit Program and/or AEC Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test 

(FCAT) 2.0 remediation courses; 
· various Adult Community School Programs; 
· Edgenuity Credit Recovery; and 
· Palm Beach Virtual Franchise. 

Other credit programs may be developed by the School District to assist students toward meeting 
classification requirements. 

 

 

 

High School Reading Remediation 
The goal of reading remediation is to provide students with the skills and strategies necessary to assist 
them in reading text that is on grade level. In compliance with state guidelines (House Bill 7069), the SDPBC 
follows the outlined criteria to determine the level of reading support provided for students. 
 
Students in Grades 9-10 will be determined to be in need of reading intervention based on all available 
data, such as FY16 FSA Reading results, FY16 Winter Diagnostic results, and teacher input. Students in 
Grade 11 who did not meet proficiency standards on the FY16 ELA FSA must also receive intensive reading 
support. Students in Grade 12 who have not met proficiency standards on FSA ELA or FSA ELA Retake must 
also receive intensive reading support.  
 
1. If a student is two or more years below grade level as determined by an approved reading 

assessment, he/she must take either two periods of intensive reading or one period of intensive 
reading along with one of the following: a period of a content area class, taught by a reading 
endorsed, reading certified teacher, NGCAR-PD certified or Content Literacy Strategies (CLS) 
designated teacher; an AVID elective; or one period of a college readiness skills course (Grades 11 and 
12 only). Teacher input will determine which path is most appropriate.  

 
2. If a student is not two or more years below grade level as determined by an approved reading 
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assessment, but does have deficiencies in word decoding and/or text efficiency (as determined by an 
approved reading assessment), the student may take one period of intensive reading; one period of a 
content area class taught by a reading endorsed, reading certified, NGCAR-PD certified or Content 
Literacy Strategies (CLS) designated teacher; an AVID elective taught by a CLS designated teacher; or 
one period of a college readiness skills course (Grades 11 and 12 only). Teacher input will determine 
which path is most appropriate.  

 
3. If a student is not two or more years below grade level as determined by an approved reading 

assessment, and does not have deficiencies in word analysis and/or text efficiency (as determined by 
an approved reading assessment), then he/she must take one period of intensive reading; one period 
of a content area class taught by a reading endorsed, reading certified, NGCAR-PD certified or Content 
Literacy Strategies (CLS) designated teacher; an AVID elective; or one period of a college readiness 
skills course (Grades 11 and 12 only). Teacher input will determine which path is most appropriate. 

 
4. For ESE students, the IEP Team may recommend appropriate remediation. 
 
 
 
Algebra 1 Remediation 
 
Scoring at or above achievement Level 3 on the Algebra 1 End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment indicates 
proficiency and awards the student credit in Algebra 1. 
 
If a student does not meet the minimum score of achievement Level 3 or above, the student may move on 
to the next higher mathematics course but must retake the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment. [Florida Statute § 
1003.4282(5Mb)] 
 
In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.4282(5)(b) and general requirements for high school graduation, 
students scoring a Level 1 or Level 2 on the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment, who need to retake the assessment, 
must receive remediation. The student must enroll in and complete an intensive remedial course the 
following year or be placed in a content area course that includes remediation of skills not acquired by the 
student. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PROGRESS MONITORING 
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GENERAL PROGRESS MONITORING PLAN (PMP) PROCESS 
 
A PMP is intended to provide the SDPBC and the school, flexibility in meeting the academic needs of the 
student. A student who is not meeting the School District or State's requirements for proficiency in reading, 
writing, mathematics, and science must have one of the following plans to target instruction and identify 
ways to improve his/her academic achievement: 
· a federally-required student plan addressing specific needs, such as an Individual Education Plan (IEP); 

· a school-wide system of progress monitoring for all students; or an  

· individualized PMP. 

 
The PMP process must begin as soon as students are newly identified as needing remediation. All students 
PMPs must be in place and implemented, including those who transfer into the School District, within forty-
five (45) calendar days of being identified as needing remediation. 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.25(4)(b), all PMPs are to be developed through the collaboration 
of the receiving teacher(s) and the parent(s) and approved by the principal. In the case of students receiving 
continued remediation, recommendations of the sending teacher(s) are to be reviewed as a part of the PMP 
process. 

It is the responsibility of the teacher and the principal to ensure that the PMP is substantive and that the 
outlined instructional and support services are provided. The PMP will assist schools and teachers in the 
implementation of research-based reading activities. 

The PMP should clearly identify the following: 

· the specific diagnosed academic needs to be remedied; 

· the success-based intervention strategies to be used; 
· how, when, how often, by whom, and how long intensive remedial instruction is to be provided; and 

· the monitoring and reevaluation activities to be employed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROCEDURES FOR IMPLEMENTING THE PROGRESS MONITORING PLAN (PMP) 
 
Each Plan must outline an intensive remedial program in the area(s) of weakness designed to assist the 
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student in meeting State and/or District expectations for proficiency. Each student who does not meet the 
levels of performance, as determined by the District/State in reading, writing, mathematics, and science, and 
for each grade level or who scores below Level 3 ELA or Mathematics FSA, must be provided with additional 
diagnostic assessments to determine the nature of the student's difficulty, areas of academic need, and 
strategies for appropriate intervention. [Florida Statute § 1008.25(4)(a)] 
 
If the student has been identified as having a deficiency in reading, refer to the K-12 Comprehensive Reading 
Plan, which includes instructional and support services to meet the desired levels of performance. 

· Data from the additional assessments are to be used to formulate the student's PMP. 
· Diagnosis and remediation will occur as soon as possible, after a student has been identified as 

deficient in reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science or as needing mandatory remediation. 
Diagnostic assessments may include: 

o  a portfolio of student work; 
o teacher assessment; 
o tests/placement tests; and/or 
o diagnostic software results. 

At the conclusion of the school year, the teacher(s) of the student who had a PMP determine(s) whether the 
student is in need of further remediation and makes recommendations regarding the student's educational 
program for the following year. 
 
Additional PMP Requirements for Secondary School Students 
If the student identification occurs during the fourth marking period, the diagnosis will be made at the 
beginning of the following school year with remediation immediately following. 

For each year in which a student scores at Level 1 or 2 on the FSA ELA, the student must be enrolled in 
and complete, at a minimum, an intensive reading course the following year. Placement of Level 1 or 2 
readers in either an intensive reading course or a content area course in which reading strategies are 
delivered shall be determined by diagnosis of reading needs. 

Guidance will be provided regarding appropriate strategies for diagnosing and meeting the varying 
instructional needs of students reading below grade level. Reading courses shall be designed and offered 
pursuant to the K-12 Comprehensive Reading Plan. [Florida Statute §1003.4156(2) & State Board of 
Education Rule 6A-6.054(2)] 

Middle school students who score a Level 1 or Level 2 on the FSA ELA are required to receive reading 
intervention, either in the form of an intensive reading course or a content area class with a reading 
endorsed teacher, depending on the student's FAIR results and teacher input. 

Middle school students who score a Level 1 or Level 2 on FSA ELA and have intervention needs in the 
areas of decoding and/or text reading efficiency should have extended time for reading intervention. This 
extended time can include, but is not limited to, students reading on a regular basis before and after 
school with teacher support; or for students two or more years below grade level, two periods of reading 
to accelerate foundational skills. [State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.054(2V] 

For each year in which a high school student scores at Level 1 or Level 2 on the mathematics and/or 
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science statewide assessments, the student must have a PMP and must have received remediation. 
[Florida Statute § 1008.25(4)(a)(b)] 

Middle School Data and Criteria for Progress Monitoring (PMP) 
Schools can use the following data/criteria for making the PMP decisions: 
• data from screenings; 
• progress monitoring and diagnostic assessments already in use in the District; and/or 
• teacher recommendation. 
 
Schools must identify and document specific reading deficiencies of students scoring at Level 1 and Level 
2 on FCAT 2.0 Reading (or the FSA). Schools must also serve Level 2 students who do not need instruction 
in decoding and text reading efficiency in content area classes through a content area reading 
intervention. This intervention course should include one or more of the above-mentioned interventions. 

 

 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) PROGRESS MONITORING  
Progress Monitoring in Reading 

Schools must progress monitor students scoring at Level 1 and 2 on FCAT 2.0 Reading or the FSA a 
minimum of three times per year as documented in the PMP. This includes a baseline, midyear, and an 
end-of-year assessment. End-of-year assessments should be used to determine specific areas of student 
reading difficulty and reading intervention placement. 

Progress Monitoring in Mathematics 
For each year in which a student scores at Level 1 or Level 2 on FCAT 2.0 Mathematics (or the FSA), the 
student must receive remediation the following year, which may be integrated into the student's required 
mathematics course. [Florida Statute § 1003.4156(2)] 

Progress Monitoring in Science 
A student who scores a Level 1 or 2 on the Statewide Science Assessmetn must receive remediation the 
following year, which may be integrated into the student's required science course. 

HIGH SCHOOL (9-12) PROGRESS MONITORING 

English, Mathematics, and Science Progress Monitoring 

High school students are expected to receive passing grades in the required English, mathematics, and 
science courses. Those students, who fail to receive passing grades, will be provided interventions and 
strategies within the PMP. 

Teachers and administrators may examine the student's reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science 
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performance to determine whether a student is in need of remediation in one or more of these areas. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS (ELLs) PROGRESS MONITORING 
If a student has an ELL Plan, this Plan may include strategies and the student may not need a PMP. 
However, if the ELL Plan does not include the required strategies to remediate the student's deficiency, 
a PMP can be written. An ELL Plan can be amended to include the strategies so that a PMP would not be 
necessary. 
 
EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION (ESE) PROGRESS MONITORING 

When an ESE student with a disability is determined to be performing below grade level in reading, writing, 
mathematics, and/or science, the IEP Team shall convene to review the IEP. The student's IEP must 
address all of the student's educational needs including the student's below grade level performance. The 
IEP Team may consider PMP to address the student's educational need in reading, writing, mathematics, 
and/or science. 
 
 
REPORTING STUDENT PROGRESS 
 
Florida Statute § 1003.33 require that School District report cards clearly depict and report the 
following: 

· the student's academic performance in each class or course (based upon examinations, as 
· well as written papers and other academic performance criteria), and must include the 

student's performance or nonperformance at his/her grade level; 

· the student's conduct and behavior; and 
· the student's attendance, including absences and tardiness. 
 
The student's final report card for a school year shall contain a statement indicating end-of- the-year 
status regarding performance or nonperformance at grade level, acceptable or unacceptable behavior 
and attendance, and promotion or non-promotion. [Florida Statute § 1003.33(2)] 
 
EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS EDUCATION (ESE) STUDENTS 
Parent(s) of students with disabilities enrolled in Exceptional Student Education (ESE) must also be informed 
of their child's progress toward his/her annual Individual Education Plan (IEP) goals at least as often as their 
non-disabled peers receive progress reports during each marking period. A statement specifying the method 
and frequency of the progress of an ESE student with a disability is reported and included in the student's 
IEP. 
 
 
PARENT WRITTEN NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 
As outlined in Florida Statute § 1008.25(8)(a), an annual written report must be provided to the parent of 
each student on the student's progress toward achieving proficiency. All communication (written and 
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verbal) with parents must be in a language they understand unless clearly not feasible.  
(Refer to http://www.fldoe.org/aala/lulac.asp.) 
 
1. Parent(s) must be notified in writing of the School's promotion requirements. Parent(s) of English 

Language Learners (ELLs) must be notified using the appropriate translated version of the School's 
promotion requirements.  

2. All notifications to parent(s) who are not proficient in the English Language shall be in the language or 
other mode of communication commonly used by the parent(s) unless such communication is clearly 
not feasible. 

3. School personnel will notify parent(s) in writing of student progression and/or promotion/graduation 
requirements within the first two months of school. The requirements may be included in the 
parent/student handbook or sent home in some other written form. [Florida Statute § 1008.251] 

4. For students identified as substantially deficient in reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science, 
remediation instruction will be provided through the implementation of a student's IEP (e.g., PMP, 
IEP, ELL Plan, and Section 504 Accommodation Plan) developed in consultation with the parent(s). 
The student's IEP, with the signature of the parent(s), will serve as written notification as required by 
Florida Statute § 1008.25. 
 

 
Additional Middle School Requirements for Parent Notification 
1. The parent(s) of a middle school student who is failing two or more courses or not meeting promotion 

requirements must be notified in writing. The notification will provide the parent(s) with information 
regarding the Middle School Course Recovery (MSCR) Program. The parent is required to return to the 
sending school the designated portion of the notification. It is advisable that schools contact those 
parent(s) who have not responded to the notification by telephone. A telephone log of these calls 
should be kept to ensure that every identified child has been afforded the opportunity to receive 
course recovery through the MSCR Program. 

2. A report card is issued to each middle school student at the end of each nine-week marking period and 
serves as a written notification of the student's progress. The student's final report card for the school 
year will indicate end-of-year status regarding performance or non-performance at grade level, 
acceptable or unacceptable behavior, and attendance and promotion. (Refer to Florida Statute § 
1003.33(2).) 

Additional High School Requirements for Parent Notification 
1. Parent(s) of a student who is in danger of failing a course or not meeting promotion requirements 

must be notified in writing at mid-term or at any time thereafter when a student is in danger of not 
meeting the course/promotion/graduation requirements. 

2. At the end of each semester, parent(s) of students who do not meet promotion/graduation 
requirements will be notified in writing of the requirements for remediation and/or credit accrual 
programs.  

3. A report card is issued to each student at the end of each 4.5 week marking period and serves as a 
written notification of the student's progress. The report card issued at the end of each semester 
indicates if the student will receive credit for each course and reflects the student's attendance as 
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required by Florida Statutes §§ 1002.20(14), 1003.02(1), and 1003.33. The student's final report card 
for the school year will indicate end-of-the year status regarding performance or non-performance at 
grade level, acceptable or unacceptable behavior, and attendance and promotion. [Florida Statute § 
1003.33(2)] 

4. At the end of each semester, notification must be made to the parent(s) of each student who has a 
cumulative GPA of less than 0.5 above the cumulative GPA required for graduation. This notification 
shall include an explanation of the policies the School District has put in place to assist the student in 
meeting the GPA (e.g., homework hot-line, forgiveness rule, summer session, counseling, tutoring, 
DOP programs, and study skills courses). 

 
Secondary Mid-Term Progress Reports 
Within each grading period, a mid-term progress report will be issued during the middle week of each 
grading period. Parent notification will be provided any time thereafter, if a student's grade/performance 
drops or is near to failing. 
 
 
 
GENERAL GRADING RULES FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
Grades are based on the quality of student performance relative to expected levels of achievement of the 
Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS), Florida Standards (FS), as applicable, the course 
frameworks, and/or course syllabus approved by the principal/designee. 
1. Quality of work will be assessed by multiple measures including, but not limited to, the following: 

· teacher observations (oral presentations or reports, speeches, recitations, impromptu speaking, 
student participation, laboratory practical’s, and demonstrations); 

· classroom assignments (paper and pencil assignments; reports, term or research papers, models, 
projects, exhibits, posters, and computer programs); 

· homework [School Board Policy 8.161]; 

· examinations (paper and pencil tests including: essay, multiple choice and completion, oral tests, 
and skill tests requiring demonstration; and/or 

2. alternative methods (portfolios and performance assessments) and services. [Florida Statute § 
1003.33(1)(a)] 

3. A sufficient number of grades will be recorded to justify the marking-period grade. A marking-period 
grade is not based solely on a single project. 

4. A recorded grade (with the exception of "I" for Incomplete and "N" for No Credit) may not be changed 
after report cards are printed, except for one of the following situations: 

· The change is initiated by the teacher and approved by the principal. Signatures of both the teacher 
and the principal are required; or 

· The teacher will be consulted prior to the initiation of grade change by the principal, if the teacher 
is on duty. If the grade change is initiated when the teacher is not on duty, the teacher will be 
notified in writing upon his/her return. Only in justified cases may a principal change a marking code 
without teacher consent . 
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· The grade change is a result of the student successfully completing the school's MSCR Program. 
Signatures by the MSCR instructor or MSCR Program Coordinator, and the principal are required. 
 

For all cases, any grade change requires two signatures on the Grade/Course Change Documentation 
(PBSD 0797) indicating the change and the reason for the change. Academic performance and behavior 
must be evaluated independently (see Reporting Student Conduct). Homework and behavior are 
important to a student's academic progress, and a portion of a student's grade should be based on 
completion of homework assignments. [School Board Policy 8.16] 

4. Students may not be exempt from academic performance requirements based on practices or policies 
designed to encourage student attendance. A student's attendance record may not be used in whole or 
in part to provide an exemption from any academic performance requirements. [Florida Statute 
§1003.33(2)] 
 

 

EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION (ESE) GRADING RULES 

 
Students enrolled in ESE program(s) must have the opportunity to earn grades that are equivalent to the 
grades earned by General Education students. No student may be denied the opportunity to earn above-
average grades because of placement in an ESE program or due to the accommodations that are to have 
been deemed appropriate for use with his/her instructional setting(s). ESE students with disabilities must 
be graded on the basis of their performance. 
Alternate assessments, including performance assessments, may be used to document progress for the ESE 
student with a disability. Criteria and evaluation procedures will be identified and discussed with the student 
and the parent(s) upon entry to the program and/or at the beginning of each grading period. 
 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER (ELL) GRADING RULES 
 

No English Language Learner (ELL) may be denied the opportunity to earn above average grades because of 
placement in the English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Program or due to the accommodations 
prescribed in the student's ELL Plan or the lack of English language proficiency. 
 
DESCRIPTION AND DEFINITION OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADES 
 

The grading system and interpretation of letter grades for all middle and high schools must comply with the 
grade scale identified in Florida Statute § 1003.437. These grades are used to measure student success in 
courses Grades 6-12. 
 

A      (90-100) Outstanding Progress Indicates thorough mastery of the subject 

B      (80-89) Above Average Progress Indicates above average mastery of the subject 

C      (70-79) Average Progress Indicates average mastery of the subject 

D     (60-69) Lowest Acceptable Progress Indicates below average master of the subject 

F     (Below 60) Failure Indicates lack of mastery of the subject 
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I 

 
Incomplete Indicates a problem that causes the student's work to be 

incomplete. For example: 
· Student has not been enrolled in a class long enough 

to determine a grade. 
· Transfer student's grades from previous school have 

not been received. 
· Student's Dual Enrollment grade is delayed. 

All effort should be made to allow a student ample 
opportunity to make up work and/or exams in order 
to change the grade of "I”. 

Grade averages are calculated to two decimal places (with no rounding). When assigning letter grades, an average 
with 0.50 or higher must be rounded up (i.e., 79.50 is a "B", and 79.49 is a "C"). 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade of "N": No Credit (Attendance Problem) 

Grade of “N": Grade of "N" is applicable only to students enrolled in high school credit courses and 
indicates the student has exceeded the absence limits and has not met course mastery requirements. 

· For courses that do not require an End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment, an "N" (no credit) is 
recorded as the semester exam grade when the student has not been in attendance for at least 
90 percent of the semester per course and has not demonstrated mastery, by passing at least 
one nine-week marking period and the semester exam. 

· For courses that require an EOC Assessment, an “N" (no credit) is recorded as the fourth nine-
weeks grade when the student has not been in attendance for at least 90 percent of the school 
year per course and has not demonstrated mastery, by passing the fourth nine-week marking 
period. 

· For the purpose of grade calculation, a grade of "N" will result in a semester grade of “F” 
 

Grade of "M": Valid Missing Work 
Grades are not required for a student who enters a class within the last three weeks of the second or 
fourth marking period, but enrollment during this time should not preclude a student from earning 
semester grades if appropriate. With the principal’s permission, a grade of “M”19 may be recorded on 
the report card for a student who has not been enrolled a sufficient number of days to be evaluated. All 
effort should be made to allow the student to complete a sufficient number of assignments in order to 
earn a grade for each course in which he/she is enrolled. Prior enrollment in school should be taken into 
consideration when recording a grade of “M” for the semester. The principal/designee can make an 
exception and award grades of “M” for a student who enrolls prior to the last 3 weeks of the semester. 
A grade of “M” should not be used for schedule changes. 
 

Grade of “I”: Incomplete  
An “I” (Incomplete) in any marking period, unless changed, remains on the report card and the final 
semester average will compute to an “F”. All effort should be made to allow the student to complete 
assignments in order to earn a grade for each course in which he/she is enrolled. 
 

Grade of “P”: Pass  

NOTE: The letter grades ("N", "M", "W", and "E") are used for report card purposes only.  Unless changed, a grade of “N” or 
“I” will cause the semester average to be computed as an "F" on the student transcript. 
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The grade of “P” (Pass) is used when validating/granting transfer credit for coursework when an official 
transcript or grades that equate to those used in Palm Beach County cannot be obtained. It is also used 
when “P” is specified on an official transcript. A grade of “P” is a transcripts grade only, not a report card 
grade. It results in credit for coursework, but does not affect the GPA. A grade of “P” is also awarded 
when credit is earned through the Credit Acceleration Program (CAP). 
 

Grade of “W”: Withdrawn  
Indicate withdrawal from a course.  A grade of “W” should be used in special situations where it is 
necessary that the record of the student in the course remain on the report card with a final average of 
“W” 
 
 
 

 

19 The “M” is for report card purposes only and does not appear on the final student transcripts. “M” does not compute as an 
   “F” and does not provide credit. 
Grade of “E”:  

Examination Exemption (High School Only) Indicates the student is exempt from the semester 
examination. 
 

REPORTING STUDENT CONDUCT 
At the secondary level, teachers record their best judgment of how each student's behavior affects 
learning in the classroom. The following are the general descriptions used in secondary schools: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Student conduct indicators are separate from the academic grade earned for the grading period. These 
conduct indicators reflect the student’s overall conduct in all class activities and cannot be cause for 
lowering an academic grade. 
 

REPORTING ATTENDANCE  
 

Attendance and academic performance shall be reported separately on student report cards. Students 
cannot be exempted from academic performance requirements based on policies or practices designed to 
encourage student attendance. [Florida Statute § 1003.33]  
 

CALCULATION OF FINAL GRADES IN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
 A final grade for a yearlong middle school course is calculated by averaging the grades from each of the 
four nine-week marking periods. The final grade is calculated on a 4.0 system and converted to a letter 
grade. The grade point value is based on quality points as follows: 
 

NOTE: A Dual Enrollment course that results in a grade of “W” will be entered on the student’s high school 
transcript, as required by Florida Statute § 1007.271(20). 

4  Student's behavior very constructive to learning 
3  Student's behavior generally supportive of learning 
2  Student's behavior detrimental to own learning 
1  Student's behavior detrimental to own learning and/or the learning of others 

4.0...................................................... A 
3.0...................................................... B 
2.0...................................................... C 
1.0........................................................D 
0..............................for any other grade 
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When a student has attained a final average of 4.0, 3.0, 2.0, or 1.0, the final grade is determined by 
rounding to the nearest whole number and converting to the “A”, “B”, “C”, or “D” as appropriate.  
 
A student’s performance on the statewide Civics EOC constitutes 30 percent of the student’s final course 
grade in civics. Therefore, the final average for civics will be calculated by the average of the four marking 
periods counting as 70 percent and the Civics EOC counting as 30 percent.  Students who do not take the 
Civics EOC will receive an “F” in the course.  After the student makes-up the EOC, the final grade will be 
recalculated.   
 
Students enrolled in a high school credit course may meet the promotion requirement for that course by 
earning one of the following: 
· first and second semester grades of at least “D”;  
· final year-long grade of at least “D” for EOC courses;  
· meeting satisfactory performance or earning a Level 3 or higher on the statewide EOC Assessment, if 

applicable; or 
· an average of one quality point when adding the grades for each quarter and dividing by the number 

of quarters.  
 
School wide quarterly assessments of the standards are optional for all middle school courses. Students 
who are absent more than 10 percent of class time may earn a passing grade by demonstrating mastery. 
Quarterly assessments may also be used to determine mastery of the content. 
 
Mastery for students who are absent more than 10 percent is defined as follows:  
· earning a minimum passing grade of “D” for the quarter; and 
· passing the quarterly assessment with a minimum grade of “D”. 

 

 
 
CALCULATION OF GRADES FOR HIGH SCHOOL COURSES 
 
The semester grade is calculated on a 4.0 system and converted to a letter grade. The following grade 
point minimum values are used to calculate letter grades: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
High school course grades are reported on student transcripts as semester grades with the exception of 
courses with EOC Assessments. Each marking period grade counts 40 percent of the semester grade. 
Semester examinations at the high school level count 20 percent of the final semester grade. High school 

3.5 – Above............................................ A 
2.5 - 3.49................................................ B 
1.5 - 2.49................................................ C 
0.5 - 1.49................................................ D 
Below 0.5 ................................................F 
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students are required to take a semester examination for each course excluding the exemptions noted 
below. Semester grades for each course are calculated electronically. 
 

To receive a passing grade for the semester, the student must earn passing grades in two of the three grades 
used to calculate the semester average. [Florida Statute § 1003.436(2)] 
 

Grading Procedures for Courses with an End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment 
 

A student’s performance on the statewide EOC Assessment constitutes 30 percent of the student’s final 
course grade. All high school courses with statewide EOC Assessments will be recorded as yearlong courses. 
The coursework portion of the grade will be comprised of each of the four quarter grades counting as 22% 
and the mid-term exam counting as 12%. Exception: If a student earns an “F” in all four quarters, he/she will 
receive an “F” in the course, unless a proficient score (Level 3-5) is earned on the EOC. Students who do not 
take the required EOC will receive an “F” in the course. After the student makes-up the EOC, the final grade 
will be recalculated. 

Honors Level Points  

1. The School District uses a weighted system to calculate the student's Honor Point Average (HPA). The 
standard scale is based on 4.0 “A”, 3.0 “B”, 2.0 “C”, 1.0 “D” and 0 for any other grade. The grade received 
in a course is weighted and awarded according to the Florida Course Code Directory or as determined by 
the SDPBC. 

2. Regular-level courses use the standard scale.  
3. Honors-level and gifted-level courses are weighted at 1.125 times the standard scale.  
4. Advanced Placement (AP) courses or Advanced International Certification of Education (AICE) courses are 

weighted at 1.50 times the standard scale. In order to obtain the 1.50 weighting, a student must take the 
standardized AP or AICE examination in May; including students taking AP courses through Florida Virtual. 
Students who do not take the AP or AICE examination will not receive AP/AICE weighting for the course(s). 
The course code will remain the same; however, the weighting will be changed to honors level 1.125.  

5. International Baccalaureate (IB) courses are weighted at 1.50 times the standard scale with the following 
exceptions:  

All Dual Enrollment classes must be weighted the same as Advanced Placement (AP), International 
Baccalaureate (IB), and Advanced International Certification of Education (AICE) courses (1.50 times the 
standard scale). [Florida Statute § 1007.271(16)]  

 
Senior Exemptions from Semester Examinations  

A graduating senior who has received passing grades in each of the last two grading periods of each 
semester, and who has been in attendance for at least 90 percent of the semesters (no more than 3 
absences), may, at his/her option, be exempt from the final examination. However, seniors are not exempt 
from any EOC Assessments. Should the graduating senior choose not to take the final examination, the 
semester grade will be determined by the average of the last two grading period grades.  
 
Students may not be exempt from academic performance requirements based on practices or policies 
designed to encourage student attendance. A student’s attendance record may not be used in whole or in 
part to provide an exemption from any academic performance requirement. [Florida Statute § 1003.33(2)]  
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FORGIVENESS RULE  
 
In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.4282(6), the Forgiveness Rule applies to a middle school student 
who has earned either a grade of “C”, “D”, or “F” in a high school credit course taken during middle school. 
All other high school grade forgiveness rules in the subsequent section apply. 
 
High School Courses Taken in High School 
 
1. In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.4282(6), the following section addresses when courses can 

be forgiven: Students may repeat a course taken in Grades 9-12 for forgiveness if a grade of “F” or “D” 
(“D” on a space-available basis) is earned in a course. 

2. A course may be forgiven only if a student receives a grade of “C” or higher on a subsequent attempt. 
However, a subsequent transfer grade of “P” (passing) may be used to forgive a “D” or “F” earned 
previously in the same course. Grade forgiveness cannot be done for a “P” earned through the Credit 
Acceleration Program (CAP). 

3. A required course may be forgiven by the same or a comparable course taken subsequently. A regular 
level course may be used to forgive the same course at the honors, AP/IB/AICE, or dual enrollment 
level. 

4. A lower level of the same course is considered comparable because the benchmarks and/or course 
objectives are similar. 

5. A required course may be forgiven by a Dual Enrollment course of the same subject area and topic. 
This is considered a comparable course. 

6. A non-specific course requirement may be forgiven by another course within the same subject area. 
For example, Physics may be forgiven by Ecology. 

7. An elective course may be forgiven by another course taken subsequently. Any course that is not being 
used to fulfill a subject area requirement is considered an elective for forgiveness purposes. When 
using a different course to forgive an elective, that course does not have to be taken during the same 
semester. Examples: 

· A second semester “F” in World Languages may be forgiven by a subsequent first semester “C” 
in Art. 

· An “F” in law studies (semester long course) taken first semester may be forgiven by a “C” in 
weight training (semester long course) taken second semester. 

· An “F” second semester in intensive reading (a yearlong course) may be forgiven by a “C” in 
law studies (a semester course) taken either semester. 

8. Students earning a grade of “D” on the repeat effort earn credit for that course; however, the initial 
failing grade is not forgiven. Students may again choose to repeat the same course, and upon earning a 
grade of “C” or higher, all earlier grades will be forgiven. 

9. In all cases of grade forgiveness, only the new grade, of “C” or higher, shall be used in the calculation of 
the student's grade point average. Any course grade not replaced, according to a district school board 
forgiveness policy, shall be included in the calculation of the cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) 
required for graduation. 

10. In all cases where courses are forgiven under the provisions above, the initial “F” or “D” grade(s) will 
remain as part of the academic history. Students should be advised that many universities calculate 
GPAs based on all courses attempted.   
 

If the student’s final average, with the EOC Assessment as 30 percent, results in a course grade of “D” or 
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“F”, the options for the student include one of the following: 
· taking a credit recovery version of the course (CR) 
· retaking the entire course through a virtual program  

 
If taking a credit recovery version of the course or retaking the entire course through a virtual program, 
results in a final course average of “C” or above, then this grade will replace the “D” or “F”.  If it does not 
result in a “C” or above, then the original course average stands and is not replaced.  Only one credit is 
allowed per course, so only one grade per course should be included as part of the student’s GPA. “In all 
cases of grade forgiveness, only the new grade shall be used in the calculation of the student’s GPA. Any 
course not replaced according to a district school board forgiveness policy shall be included in the 
calculation of the cumulative GPA required for graduation.” [Florida State Statute § 1003.4282(6)] 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSESSMENTS 
 

ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE, AND HIGH SCHOOL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 
Each student's progression from one grade to another is determined, in part, upon proficiency in English 
Language Arts (ELA), mathematics, social studies and/or science. 
Information in the Student Progression Plan facilitates recognizing such proficiency. In accordance with 
Florida Statute § 1008.25(1) each student and his/her parent will be informed of the student's progress. 

Florida Standards Assessments (FSA)/Next Generation Sunshine State Standards 
(NGSSS) Assessments 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.22(3)&(6) and State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09422, all 
eligible students in 3rd grade and above must participate in all regular District and statewide assessments 
for accountability purposes, except as prescribed by the Commissioner of Education. The Florida Standards 
Assessment (FSA) is the current statewide assessment designed to measure student achievement of the 
Florida Standards in ELA (Grades 3-10), Writing (Grades 4-10), and Mathematics (Grades 3-8). The State 
Science Assessment measures student achievement of the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards 
(NGSSS) in Science (Grades 5 and 8).End-of-Course (EOC) Assessments The Florida Next Generation 
Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) EOC Assessments and the Florida Standards (FS) EOC Assessments are 
designed to measure student achievement of the NGSSS and the FS for specific courses that include 
Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, Biology 1, Civics, and U.S. History, as outlined in the course descriptions. 
Any students enrolled in any of the courses that require an EOC Assessment shall participate in the EOC 
Assessment administration that is specific to that course. 

End-of-Course (EOC) Assessments  
The Florida Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) EOC Assessments and the Florida Standards 
(FS) EOC Assessments are designed to measure student achievement of the NGSSS and the FS for specific 
courses that include Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, Biology 1, Civics, and U.S. History, as outlined in the 
course descriptions. Any students enrolled in any of the courses that require an EOC Assessment shall 
participate in the EOC Assessment administration that is specific to that course.  Students who do not take 
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the required EOC Assessment will receive an “F” in the course.  After the student makes-up the EOC, the 
final grade will be recalculated.   
 

Statewide Assessment Program Schedule 
For more information on statewide assessments refer to the Florida Statewide Assessment Program 
2015-2016 Schedule located at: http://www.fldoe.org/asp/schedule.asp. 

Assessing Comprehension & Communication in English State-to-State for English 
Language Learners (ACCESS for ELLs) 
 

Florida uses the ACCESS for ELLs test as a tool to measure the progress of English Language Learners (ELLs) 
proficiency in English; thus, ensuring the skills needed in school to achieve at high levels, academically. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (P.E.R.T.) 
 
P.E.R.T is Florida's customized common placement test. The purpose of the P.E.R.T. is to determine 
accurate course placement based on the student's skills and abilities. The P.E.R.T. is aligned with the 
Postsecondary Readiness Competencies identified by Florida faculty as necessary for success in entry-level 
college credit coursework. The P.E.R.T. assessment system includes placement and diagnostic tests in 
mathematics, reading and writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
National and International Education Comparisons 
Pursuant to Florida Statute § 1008.22 (2), Florida school districts shall participate in the administration of 
the National Assessment of Educational Progress, or similar national or international assessments, both for 
the national sample and for any state-by-state comparison programs that may be initiated, as directed by 
the Commissioner. The administration of such assessments shall be in addition to, and separate from, the 
administration of the statewide, assessments. 
 
Grade 6 through Grade 12 Assessments 
 
· Reading Plus Interim Benchmark (Grades 6-12)  
· Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) 
 · Advanced Placement (AP) Exams  
· Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE) Exams 
 · International Baccalaureate (IB) Exams 

NOTE: Each student who does not meet specific levels of performance in ELA, writing, mathematics, 
social studies, and science for each grade level, as determined by the School District and the 
Commissioner of Education on statewide assessments at selected grade levels, must be provided with 
additional diagnostic assessments to determine the nature of the student's difficulty and areas of 
academic need. [Florida Statute § 1008.25(4)(a)] 
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 · Industry Certification Exams  
  
 
STATEWIDE STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENTS 
 
Pursuant to Florida Statute § 1008.22(3) and State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09422(2)&(3) all eligible 
students in Grades 3 and above must participate in all State and District assessments for accountability 
purposes, except as prescribed by the Commissioner of Education or waived for medical reasons. The table 
below provides an overview of the Florida Standards Assessment (FSA), and the End-of- Course (EOC) 
Assessments and the grade levels in which they are administered. 
 
 
 
 

2015-2016 Statewide Assessments 
 

Assessment 
Grades Assessed 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Florida Standards Assessment in ELA Reading X X X X X X X X   

Florida Standards Assessment in ELA Writing  X X X X X X X   

State Science Assessment   X   X     

Florida Standards Assessment in Math X X X X X X     

Algebra 1 FSA EOC Assessment  
 
Administered to students who complete specific course 
work 

Geometry FSA EOC Assessment 

Algebra 2 FSA EOC Assessment 

Biology 1 NGSSS EOC Assessment 

U.S. History NGSSS EOC Assessment 

Civics NGSSS EOC Assessment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REQUIRED ASSESSMENTS FOR GRADUATION DESIGNATIONS 
 
Florida law requires that students meet all academic requirements, which include earning a proficient 

KEY: FSA = Florida Standards Assessment; NGSSS = Next Generation Sunshine State Standards; FCAT 2.0 = 
Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test 2.0; EOC = End-of-Course; ELA = English Language Arts 
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score on the required statewide assessments in order to earn a Standard High School Diploma from a 
public school. Students who meet the academic course requirements but do not earn a proficient score 
on the required assessments will receive a Certificate of Completion, which is not equivalent to a 
Standard High School Diploma. Proficient scores for the statewide assessments are determined by the 
State Board of Education. 

The assessments that students must earn proficient scores, in order to graduate with a Standard High 
School Diploma are determined by their year of enrollment in Grade 9. The table below lists the required 
assessments (FCAT 2.0 Reading/FSA and the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment) for each Grade 9 cohort. (See 
Graduation Requirements section for additional information.) 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment Requirements by School Year 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
DISTRICT/STATE ASSESSMENTS ACCOMMODATIONS/EXEMPTIONS 

School Year When 
 Assessment Requirements  

Began for Students Entering Grade 9 

Assessments(s) that Students  
Must Earn a Proficient  
in Order to Graduate 

 
2010-2011 

 
Grade 10 FCAT 2.0 Reading 

 
2011-2012 to 2012-2013 

Grade 10 FCAT 2.0 Reading Algebra 1 EOC 
Assessment 

 
2014 to Present  

 
Grade 10 FSA ELA Algebra 1 EOC Assessment 

NOTE: As of 2009, the High School Competency Test (HSCT), which was the previous graduation testing 
requirement, was discontinued. Students, who earned a Certificate of Completion because they did not pass 
the HSCT prior to and during the 2001-2002 school year, are now required to pass the Florida Comprehensive 
Assessment Test (FCAT) 2.0 or meet the required SAT/ACT concordant scores in order to meet the Standard 
Diploma graduation testing requirement. [State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09421] 
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The following section specifies the accommodation requirements for special program students (i.e., ELLs 
and Students with Disabilities) when taking District/State assessments. 
 
Accommodations for English Language Learners (ELLs) 
 
In accordance with School District Palm Beach County Plan for Service to English Language Learner (ELL). 
ELLs must take all required State and District assessments unless they have an IEP, which indicates 
otherwise. However, active ELLs (coded as LY) are eligible to receive accommodations during testing. 
Permissible accommodations may include: 

• flexible setting; 
• flexible scheduling; 
• state-approved Heritage Language Dictionary; and 
• assistance in the heritage language. 
 

The School District of Palm Beach ELL Plan is located at 
http://www.palmbeachschools.org/multicultural/ELLPlan.asp. 
 
In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.09091, ELLs must have access to an English-to-
Heritage Language translation dictionary and/or Heritage Language-to-English translation dictionary, such 
as those made available for ELL students in instructional settings. When a student qualifies for both ESOL 
and ESE programs, all accommodations listed on the IEP, as well as the ELL Plan must be offered. Parent(s) 
are notified in writing20of all accommodations offered to their child. A copy of this document is maintained 
in the ELL folder. 
 
Assessments for Students with Disabilities 
 
The following section complies with State Board of Education Rules 6A-1.Q943 and 6A- 1.09422(12). 
 
Absent an exemption, as stated earlier in this plan, all students with disabilities, as defined by Florida 
Statute § 1003.01(3)(a) or State Board of Education Rule 6A-19.001(6), will participate in the statewide 
assessment program based on student performance standards, pursuant to State Board of Education Rule 
6A-1.09401 without accommodations unless: 
 
· the Individual Educational Plan (IEP) Team, or the Team that develops the Plan required under Section 

504 of the Rehabilitation Act, determines and documents that the student requires allowable 
accommodations during instruction and for participation in a statewide assessment; or 
 

· the IEP Team determines that a student with a significant cognitive disability meets the criteria for 
participating in the statewide alternate assessment. 

 
 
 
 
20 Written notification must be provided in a language the parent(s) understand, unless clearly not feasible. SDPBC Student Progression    

Plan 2014-2015 

Assessment Accommodations for Students with Disabilities (SWD) 
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The following section complies with Florida Statute § 1003.01(3)(a) and State Board of Education Rule 
6A-1.0943 as well as School Board Policy 5.725: Exceptional Student Education Policies and Procedures 
(SP&P). 

Accommodations are defined as: 

· adjustments to the presentation of the statewide assessment questions; 

· methods of recording examinee responses to the questions; 
· scheduling for the administration of a statewide assessment to include amount of time for 

administration; 
· settings for administration of a statewide assessment; and/or 

· the use of assistive technology/devices. 

Accommodations that negate the validity of a statewide assessment are not allowable. Within the limits 
specified in this rule, allowable statewide assessment accommodations are based on current instructional 
accommodations and accessible instructional materials used by the student in the classroom. 

Unique accommodations for use on a statewide assessment not outlined in the Statewide Assessment 
Test Administration Manuals must be submitted to the Department of Education for approval by the 
Commissioner of Education. [State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0943(3)] 

District personnel are required to implement the accommodations in a manner that ensures that the test 
responses are the independent work of the student. Personnel are prohibited from assisting a student in 
determining how the student will respond or directing or leading the student to a particular response. In 
no case shall the accommodations authorized herein be interpreted or construed as an authorization to 
provide a student with assistance in determining the answer to any test item. [State Board of Education 
Rule 6A-1.0943(3)(d)] 

Participation of SWD in the Statewide Assessments 
In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0943(4), the decision that a student with a 
significant cognitive disability will participate in the Statewide Alternate Assessment is made by the IEP 
Team and recorded on the IEP. The following criteria must be met: 
· the student is unable to master the grade level general state content standards even with 

appropriate and allowable instructional accommodations, assistive technology, or accessible 
instructional materials; 

· the student is participating in a curriculum based on the state standards access points, for all 
academic areas; and 

· the student requires direct instruction in academics based on access points in order to acquire, 
generalize, and transfer skills across settings. 

 
 
 
 

Additionally, in accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.5715, the SDPBC may not proceed with 
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administering to the student an alternate assessment without parental consent unless the SDPBC 
documents reasonable efforts to obtain the parent's consent and the child's parent has failed to respond or 
the SDPBC obtains approval through a due process hearing. 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.212 (Students with Disabilities; Extraordinary Exemption), a 
student with a disability may be eligible for an exemption from participation in the statewide assessment. 

 
1. Definitions: 

a. "Circumstance" means a situation in which accommodations allowable for use on the statewide 
standardized assessment, a statewide End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment, or an alternate assessment 
pursuant to Florida Statute § 1008.22(3)(c) are not offered to a student during the current year's 
assessment administration due to technological limitations in the testing administration program 
which lead to results that reflect the student's impaired sensory, manual, or speaking skills rather 
than the student's achievement of the benchmarks assessed by the statewide assessment, a 
statewide EOC Assessment, or an alternate assessment. 

b. "Condition" means impairment, whether recently acquired or longstanding, which affects a 
student's ability to communicate in modes deemed acceptable for statewide assessments, even if 
appropriate accommodations are provided, and creates a situation in which the results of 
administration of the statewide assessment, an EOC Assessment, or an alternate assessment would 
reflect the student's impaired sensory, manual, or speaking skills rather than the student's 
achievement of the benchmarks assessed by the statewide assessment, a statewide EOC 
Assessment, or an alternate assessment. 
 

2. A student with a disability for whom the Individual Education Plan (IEP) Team determines is prevented 
by a circumstance or condition from physically demonstrating the mastery of skills that have been 
acquired and are measured by the statewide assessment, a statewide EOC Assessment, or an alternate 
assessment pursuant to Florida Statute § 1008.22(3)(c) shall be granted an extraordinary exemption 
from the administration of the assessment. A learning, emotional, behavioral, or significant cognitive 
disability or the receipt of services through the Homebound or Hospitalized Program in accordance 
with State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03020, is not, in and of itself, an adequate criterion for the 
granting of an extraordinary exemption. 
 

3. The IEP Team, which must include the parent, may submit to the School District Superintendent a 
written request for an extraordinary exemption at any time during the school year, but not later than 
60 days before the current year's assessment administration for which the request is made. A request 
must include all of the following: 
a. a written description of the student's disabilities, including a specific description of the student's 

impaired sensory, manual, or speaking skills; 
b. written documentation of the most recent evaluation data; 
c. written documentation, if available, of the most recent administration of the statewide 

standardized assessment, an EOC Assessment, or an alternate assessment; 
d. a written description of the condition's effect on the student's participation in the statewide 

standardized assessment, an EOC Assessment, or an alternate assessment; 
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e. written evidence that the student has had the opportunity to learn the skills being tested; 
f. written evidence that the student has been provided appropriate instructional accommodations; 
g. written evidence as to whether the student has had the opportunity to be assessed using the 

instructional accommodations on the student's IEP, which are allowable in the administration of 
the statewide assessment, an EOC Assessment, or an alternate assessment in prior assessments; 
and 

h. written evidence of the circumstance or condition as defined in section 1. 
 

4. Based upon the documentation provided by the IEP Team, the School District Superintendent shall 
recommend to the Commissioner of Education whether an extraordinary exemption for a given 
assessment administration window should be granted or denied. A copy of the School District's 
procedural safeguards as required in State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03311 shall be provided to the 
parent. If the parent disagrees with the IEP Team's recommendation, the dispute resolution methods 
described in the procedural safeguards shall be made available to the parent. Upon receipt of the 
request, documentation, and recommendation, the Commissioner shall verify the information 
documented, make a determination, and notify the parent(s) and the School District Superintendent in 
writing within 30 days after the receipt of the request whether the exemption has been granted or 
denied. If the Commissioner grants the exemption, the student's progress must be assessed in 
accordance with the goals established in the student's IEP. If the Commissioner denies the exemption, 
the notification must state the reasons for the denial. 
 

5. The parent of a student with a disability who disagrees with the Commissioner's denial of an 
extraordinary exemption may request an expedited hearing. If the parent requests the expedited 
hearing, the Department of Education shall inform the parent of any free or low- cost legal services and 
other relevant services available in the area. The Department of Education shall arrange a hearing with 
the Division of Administrative Hearings, which must be commenced within 20 school days after the 
parent's request for the expedited hearing. The administrative law judges at the division shall make a 
determination within 10 school days after the expedited hearing. The standard of review for the 
expedited hearing is de novo, and the department has the burden of proof. 
 

A child with a medical complexity may be exempt from participating in statewide, standardized 
assessments, including the Florida Alternate Assessment (FAA), pursuant to the provisions of this 
subsection. A child with a medical complexity means a child who, based upon medical documentation 
from a physician licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459 is medically fragile and needs intensive care 
due to a condition such as congenital or acquired multisystem disease; has a severe neurological or 
cognitive disorder with marked functional impairment; or is technology dependent for activities of daily 
living; and lacks the capacity to take or perform on an assessment. If the commissioner is provided written 
documentation of parental consent; School District Superintendent approval; the IEP team's 
determination that the child is a child with medical complexity based upon appropriate medical 
documentation; and all medical documentation, then the commissioner may exempt the child from all 
statewide, standardized assessments, including the FAA. [Florida Statute § 1008.22(9)] 



Governing Board of Directors 
SouthTech Charter Academy, Inc. 

 
 

 
 
Motion: 

 
I recommend that the Board approve the attached State of Florida Department of Transportation 
Stipulation of Settlement.  
 
 
Summary Information: 

 
The removal of the school sign for SouthTech Academy on Congress Avenue has been an 
ongoing debate with the Department of Transportation for several years as the location of that 
sign is a potential liability threat in that it is in close proximity to two heavily-traveled roads and 
has been hit by vehicles several times in the past.  The School District will bear the cost of 
removal and has agreed to salvage the two sign covers and return them to the school.  While we 
will lose a presence on Congress Avenue, we cannot further hinder or prevent sign removal.   
 
Attachments:  State of Florida DOT Stipulation of Settlement 
 
 
 
Presented By: 
 
Jim Kidd, President & Chief Executive Officer 
  
 
Financial Impact: 
 
There is no financial impact for this item. 
 

Agenda Item 
A-3 

Board Meeting 
December 8, 2016 



STATE OF FLORIDA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Haydon Burns Building 
605 Suwannee Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 

 
 

SOUTH TECH CHARTER ACADEMY, INC., 
        DOAH CASE NO. 16-5158 
 Petitioner,      DOT CASE NO. 13-039 
         
vs.         
         
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, 
         
 Respondent.       
_________________________________________/ 
 

 
STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT 

 
 The School Board of Palm Beach County (“School Board”) and the Florida Department of 

Transportation (“Department”), together referred to as “Parties,” enter into this Stipulation of 

Settlement (“Stipulation”) and agree as follows: 

 WHEREAS, South Tech Charter Academy, Inc. (“South Tech”) operates a Charter School 

that is a public school sponsored by the School Board.  The undersigned School Board official and 

South Tech official have read and understand this Stipulation and have authority to enter into this 

Stipulation; and  

WHEREAS, on March 20, 2013, the Department issued South Tech a Notice of 

Violation – Illegally Erected Sign (“Notice”; attached as Exhibit A) regarding a back-to-back 

outdoor advertising sign (“Sign”) that the School Board owns at approximately 3010 South 

Congress Avenue (RCI 93580502, MP 1.756), Boynton Beach, Palm Beach County, FL 33426; 

and 
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 WHEREAS, on April 16, 2013, the Department received a Request for Administrative 

Hearing regarding the Notice.  This Request was assigned DOT Case No. 13-039; and  

WHEREAS, on April 26, 2013, the Department issued South Tech an Amended Notice 

of Violation – Illegally Erected Sign (“Amended Notice”; attached as Exhibit B) regarding the 

Sign; and  

WHEREAS, on May 22, 2013, the Department received a Request for Administrative 

Hearing regarding the Amended Notice; and  

WHEREAS, on September 8, 2016, the Department referred the matter to the Division 

of Administrative Hearings (“DOAH”), where it was assigned DOAH Case No. 16-5158; and 

WHEREAS, on October 27, 2016, the School Board submitted Outdoor Advertising 

Sign Application No. 62302 for the Sign.  On October 28, 2016, the Department issued the 

School Board a Notice of Receipt of Incomplete Outdoor Advertising Permit Application 

regarding Application No. 62302; and 

 WHEREAS, the Department, South Tech, and the School Board have agreed to amicably 

resolve the pending matters without the necessity of an administrative hearing under the terms set 

forth in this Stipulation. 

 NOW THEREFORE, THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. The provisions of the foregoing whereas clauses are incorporated in and made a part 

of this Stipulation. 

2. It is understood and acknowledged by the Parties, that the School Board’s 

performance outlined in this Agreement requires the approval of the School Board.  School 

District Staff shall recommend approval of this Stipulation to the School Board at its next 
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available meeting.  All terms of this Stipulation are expressly subject to and contingent upon 

approval by the School Board and nothing herein is effective until approved and duly executed 

by the School Board and Superintendent. 

3. Upon full execution of this Stipulation by the Parties and receipt of the Secretary of 

the Department of Transportation’s Final Order, the School Board shall remove the Sign, or cause 

the Sign to be removed, at no cost to the Department. 

4. The School Board shall remove the subject sign on or before May 2, 2017.   

5. Pursuant to 479.01, Florida Statutes, “remove” means to disassemble all sign 

materials above ground level, including the entire sign structure, and transport such materials from 

the site. 

6. If the Sign is not removed by May 2, 2017, the Department shall remove the Sign 

without further notice and assess all costs of removal against the School Board, pursuant to section 

479.105, Florida Statutes.  

7. By entering into this Stipulation, the School Board and South Tech voluntarily 

withdraws the petition initiating DOT Case No. 13-039, voluntarily dismisses DOAH Case No. 

16-5158, and waives its right to appeal any decisions regarding this matter.  

8. The Parties stipulate to, and require entry of, a Final Order in DOT Case No. 13-

039 that fully incorporates this Stipulation.  

9. The School Board, for itself and its attorneys, administrators, heirs, and assigns, 

unconditionally release and forever discharge the State of Florida and the Department and its 

Secretary, agents, employees, representatives, insurers, and attorneys from any and all charges, 

complaints, claims, liabilities, demands, actions, causes of actions, suits, damages, losses, and 
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expenses of any nature, including attorney’s fees and costs, whether known or unknown, 

whatsoever arising from any or all of the facts or circumstances which give rise to, or relate to this 

issue in any manner. 

10. The Department, for itself and its attorneys, administrators, heirs, and assigns, 

unconditionally release and forever discharge the School Board and their agents, employees, 

representatives, insurers, and attorneys from any and all charges, complaints, claims, liabilities, 

demands, actions, causes of actions, suits, damages, losses, and expenses of any nature, including 

attorney’s fees and costs, whether known or unknown, whatsoever arising from any or all of the 

facts or circumstances which give rise to, or relate to this issue in any manner. 

11. Each party shall bear its own costs and attorney’s fees in this proceeding. 

12. This Stipulation hereby shall be exclusively governed by, interpreted, and 

construed in accordance with the laws of Florida. 

13. Each party acknowledges participation in the negotiation of this Stipulation and 

agrees that no provision of this Stipulation shall be construed against or interpreted to the 

disadvantage of any party hereto by any court or other governmental or judicial authority by reason 

of such party having or being deemed to have structured, dictated, or drafted such provision. 

14. The parties hereto represent and warrant that the terms of this Stipulation were 

negotiated at arm’s length, and this Stipulation was prepared without fraud, duress, undue 

influence, or coercion of any kind exerted by any of the parties upon the other, and that the 

execution and delivery of this Stipulation is the free and voluntary act of each party hereto. 

15. The terms of this Stipulation and other settlement documents may not be changed, 

waived, discharged, or terminated orally, but only by an instrument or instruments in writing, 
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signed by the party against which enforcement of the change, waiver, discharge, or termination is 

asserted. 

16. Any failure of any party to insist upon the strict performance of any terms or 

provisions of this Stipulation shall not be deemed to be a waiver of any of the terms and provisions 

of this Stipulation. 

17. This Stipulation is contingent upon approval of the Secretary of the Department of 

Transportation by Final Order.  Until such Final Order is received, the Parties incur no liability or 

obligation whatsoever pursuant to this Stipulation.   

 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: 

 
    
By: ___________________________________   

Date: __________________________________                        

Robert Jessee       
Deputy Director of Operations   
605 Suwannee Street, M.S. 58   
Tallahassee, FL  32399-0458 
 
 
 
Department Legal Review: 
 
________________________________________ 
Austin Hensel 
Assistant General Counsel 
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SCHOOL BOARD: SOUTH TECH CHARTER ACADEMY, 
The School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida  Inc.:  
 Duly authorized representative of South 

Tech Charter Academy, Inc., a Florida Not 
For Profit Corporation 

 
 
By:        By:        

Name: Chuck Shaw     Name:        

Title: Chairman     Title:        

Date:        Date:        

 

ATTEST:       

 

By: ____________________________________ 

Robert M. Avossa, Ed.D, Superintendent   

      

Approved as to form and legal sufficiency: 

________________________________________ 
School Board Attorney    

 
       
 
 
 



Governing Board of Directors 
SouthTech Charter Academy, Inc. 

 
 

 
 
Motion: 

 
I recommend that the Board approve the Five Year Strategic Plan. 
 
 
Summary Information: 

 
A Five Year Strategic Plan is an integral component of organizational planning.  The SouthTech 
plan for SouthTech Schools has not been updated for some time, as there has been very little 
change in perceived needs.  As part of the AdvancED Accreditation process, the Five Year Plan 
suddenly became an immediate necessity.  The attached plan has been created as a collaborated 
effort between Board Chair Jim Notter, Mr. Boggess and Mr. Kidd.  It has not been previously 
presented to the SouthTech Strategic Plan Committee due to time constraints, but it is certainly 
open to revision, either as a discussion item during the meeting or at any time in the future that 
the committee cares to meet. 
 
 
Attachments:  Five Year Strategic Plan   
 
 
 
Presented By: 
 
Jim Kidd, President & Chief Executive Officer 
  
 
Financial Impact: 
 
The is no financial impact for this item. 

Agenda Item 
A-4 

Board Meeting 
December 8, 2016 



 

FIVE YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN-FY17-FY22 

· Facilities*: 
o STA: 

§ Initiate Improved Maintenance and Facility upgrades 
§ Identify Property with Intent to Acquire for Relocation of 

School(s)  
§ Identify and Seek Commitment(s) for Practical Public or 

Private Facility Solutions   
o STP:  

§ Identify Funding Sources and  Purchase Currently Leased 
Property or Alternates 

§ Expand Facilities to Accommodate Program Expansions 
o STSC: 

§ Incubate School on STA Campus 
§ Relocate School to Permanent Facilities 

· Program Expansion*: 
o Expand Middle School to Incorporate Grades K-5 Expansion 
o Expand Career Academy Offerings: 

§ Evaluate and Update Existing Programs for Demand, 
Relevancy, and Currency Consistent with Identified Needs 

§ Initiate New Programs, Technology, Equipment, and 
Resources to Assure Program Relevancy and Marketability  

§ Expand Current Programs to Meet Market Demands 
o Expand Post-Secondary Adult Possibilities (PSAV): 

§ Complete Planning Phase for Opening a Tech College Model 
§ Expand Dual-Enrollment Opportunities for Academics and 

Career Ed. With Colleges and Universities 
§ Expand Advanced Placement Program Offerings 
§ Increase PSAV Articulation Agreements 
§ Expand Internship/Externship Opportunities 
§ Expand Transition/Special Needs Program Offerings  

· Maintain Focus on Continuous Self-Improvement*: 



 

o Implement a Formal Continuous and On-Going Self-Study Initiative 
o Conduct “Field Trips” to Other Systems/Districts/Schools to Harvest 

and Implement Identified Best Practices into Individual ST Schools 
or  the STS System  

o Maintain an Ongoing Awareness of Innovative Instructional 
Methodology and Technology  

o Implement  Innovative Instructional Methods, Technology, Etc. in 
Relationship with Budget Capacity 

o Seek Grants and Other Financial Opportunities to Enhance 
Operational and Capital Budget Limitations  

· Expand Government Relations*: 
o Increased Involvement with Local, County, and State Governmental 

Agencies 
o Expand Involvement into Levels of Federal Government Consistent 

With Supporting the LEA and Federal Grants 
o Expand Staff Involvement by Encouraging all Staff Members and 

Appropriate Students to Become Involved in Government and 
Government Relations  

* Each Component of the Strategic Plan will be considered a priority item when 
planning the Annual Budget, and funded according to a finalized priority list  



Governing Board of Directors 
SouthTech Charter Academy, Inc. 

 
 

 
 
Motion: 

 
I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the monthly Charter school bank account 
reconciliation for month ending October 31, 2016 as required by the Sponsor. 
 
Summary Information: 
 
The Charter school is required to submit to the Sponsor district several financial documents on 
an ongoing basis.  Monthly bank reconciliations are one such requirement.  
 
The Charter school maintains several accounts in order to maximize the earnings potential of the 
funding provided while maintaining liquidity to meet day-to-day operations.  Review of these 
accounts takes place on a daily basis by the Charter business staff.  Monthly reconciliations are 
performed as good accounting practice and published here to fulfill Sponsor requirements. 
 
Attachments: Reconciliation Spreadsheets and Bank Statements  
 
 
 
Presented By: 
 
Jim Kidd, President & Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
 
Financial Impact: 
 
There is no financial impact related to this item.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agenda Item 
C-1 

 

Board Meeting 
December 8, 2016 



















































Governing Board of Directors 
SouthTech Charter Academy, Inc. 

 
 

 
 
Motion: 

 
I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the Charter school monthly Disbursement 
Reports for the month ending October 31, 2016 as required by the Sponsor. 
 
Summary Information: 
 
The Charter school is required to provide several financial documents on an ongoing basis.  
Monthly records of disbursements are a requirement that must be provided by the President to 
the Board.  
 
The Charter school maintains several accounts in order to maximize the earnings potential of the 
funding.  Each school account is listed separately along with a disbursement record of activity.  
Disbursements are made by warrant, wire transfer, account transfer and use of direct debit card.   
Processing of disbursements takes place on a daily basis by the Charter business staff.  All 
disbursements are reviewed and approved by the President.  All warrants have two signatories. 
 
Attachments: Disbursement Report  
 
 
Presented By: 
 
Jim Kidd, President & Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
Financial Impact: 
 
There is no financial impact related to this item.   
 
 
 
 

Agenda Item 
C-2 

 

Board Meeting 
December 8, 2016 







Governing Board of Directors 
SouthTech Charter Academy, Inc. 

 
 
Motion: 

 
I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the monthly financial statements for month 
ending October 31, 2016 as required by the Sponsor. 
 
Summary Information: 

 
The State statutes and the Palm Beach County School District require charter schools to provide 
financial statements on a monthly basis in the format that School Districts are required to follow.  
This format is  prescribed by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB). 
 
The monthly statements include: 

1. Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance Budget to Actual 
2. The combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance  
3. A Combined Balance Sheet – All Fund Types 

 
Quarterly, a Statement of Net Assets is also required.  This is provided in March, June, 
September and December. 
 
 
Attachments:  Monthly Financial Statements  
 
Presented By: 
 
Jim Kidd, President & Chief Executive Officer 
  
 
Financial Impact: 
 
There is no financial impact for this item. 
 
 

Agenda Item 
C-3 

Board Meeting 
December 8, 2016 



Accounts  General Fund 
 Special 

Revenue Fund  Debt Service  Capital Outlay 

Total 
Governmental 

Funds 
ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents 1110 1,293,967$      -$                 -$                 -$                 1,293,967$      
Investments 1160 -                   
Grant receivables 1130 -                   
Other current assets 12XX 3,676               3,676               
Deposits 1210 -                   
Due from other funds 1140 221,545           221,545           
Other long-term assets 1400 -                   

Total Assets 1,519,188        -                   -                   -                   1,519,188        

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE

Liabilities
Accounts payable 2120 46,739             -                   -                   -                   46,739             
Salaries, benefits, and payroll taxes payable 2110, 2170, 2330 394,702           394,702           
Deferred revenue 2410 -                   
Notes/bonds payable 2180, 2250, 2310, 2320 -                   
Lease payable 2315 -                   
Other liabilities 21XX, 22XX, 23XX -                   

Total Liabilities 441,441           -                   -                   -                   441,441           

Fund Balance
Nonspendable 2710 225,221           225,221           
Restricted 2720 -                   
Committed 2730 -                   
Assigned 2740 146,271           146,271           
Unassigned 2750 706,255           706,255           

Total Fund Balance 1,077,747        -                   -                   -                   1,077,747        

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 1,519,188        -                   -                   -                   1,519,188        

Palm Beach County, Florida
Balance Sheet (Unaudited)

October 31, 2016

South Tech Academy with MSID Number 1571
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Monthly Financial Form



FTE Projected 1116
FTE Actual 1118 100% Percent of Projected

Account 
Number

Month/ Quarter 
Actual YTD Actual Annual Budget

% of YTD
Actual to

Annual Budget
Month/ Quarter 

Actual YTD Actual Annual Budget

% of YTD
Actual to

Annual Budget

Revenues
FEDERAL SOURCES 
    Federal direct 3100 -                   -                   -                   % -                   -                   614,656           0%
    Federal through state and local 3200
STATE SOURCES 
    FEFP 3310 539,527           2,162,562         6,406,566         34%
    Capital outlay 3397 9,728               38,767             115,703           34%
    Class size reduction 3355 86,865             346,149           1,030,740         34%
    School recognition 3361
    Other state revenue 33XX 45,737             221,552           
LOCAL SOURCES
    Interest 3430
    Local capital improvement tax 3413
    Other local revenue 34XX 12,024             96,897             1,162,150         8%

Total Revenues 693,881           2,865,927         8,715,159         33% -                   -                   614,656           0%

Expenditures
Current Expenditures

Instruction 5000 436,977           1,863,885         4,649,902         40% 444,976           0%
Instructional support services 6000 42,916             265,467           741,653           36% 103,500           0%
Board 7100 7,087               40,446             112,152           36%
General administration 7200 19,304             68,233             182,501           37%
School administration 7300 84,786             305,981           903,542           34%
Facilities and acquisition 7400
Fiscal services 7500 16,422             67,124             192,580           35%
Food services 7600
Central services 7700 22,682             99,522             257,266           39%
Pupil transportation services 7800 45,909             144,036           567,445           25% 5,200               0%
Operation of plant 7900 69,101             273,674           685,200           40%
Maintenance of plant 8100 2,341               7,329               55,705             13%
Administrative technology services 8200 10,418             48,129             112,817           43%
Community services 9100 250,000           0%
Debt service 9200

Total Expenditures 757,943           3,183,826         8,710,763         37% -                   -                   553,676           0%

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues Over Expenditures (64,062)            (317,899)          4,396               -                   -                   60,980             0%

Other Financing Sources (Uses)
Transfers in 3600
Transfers out 9700

Total Other Financing Sources (Uses) -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   

Net Change in Fund Balances (64,062)            (317,899)          4,396               60,980             0%
Fund balances, beginning 1,154,005         1,395,646         1,344,376         
Adjustments to beginning fund balance (12,196)            
Fund Balances, Beginning as Restated 1,141,809         1,395,646         1,344,376         -                   -                   -                   

Fund Balances, Ending 1,077,747$       1,077,747$       1,348,772$       -$                 -$                 60,980$           0%

South Tech Academy with MSID Number 1571
Palm Beach County, Florida

For the Month Ended October 31, 2016 and For the Year Ending June 30, 2017
Statement of Revenue, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance (Unaudited)

General Fund Special Revenue



Month/ Quarter 
Actual YTD Actual Annual Budget

% of YTD
Actual to

Annual Budget
Month/ Quarter 

Actual YTD Actual Annual Budget

% of YTD
Actual to

Annual Budget
Month/ Quarter 

Actual YTD Actual Annual Budget

% of YTD
Actual to

Annual Budget

-$                 -$                 -$                 % -$                 -$                 -$                 % -                   -                   614,656           0%
-                   -                   -                   

539,527           2,162,562         6,406,566         34%
9,728               38,767             115,703           34%

86,865             346,149           1,030,740         34%
-                   -                   -                   

45,737             221,552           -                   

-                   -                   -                   
-                   -                   -                   

12,024             96,897             1,162,150         8%

-                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   693,881           2,865,927         9,329,815         31%

436,977           1,863,885         5,094,878         37%
42,916             265,467           845,153           31%
7,087               40,446             112,152           36%

19,304             68,233             182,501           37%
84,786             305,981           903,542           34%

-                   -                   -                   
16,422             67,124             192,580           35%

-                   -                   -                   
22,682             99,522             257,266           39%
45,909             144,036           572,645           25%
69,101             273,674           685,200           40%
2,341               7,329               55,705             13%

10,418             48,129             112,817           43%
-                   -                   250,000           0%
-                   -                   -                   

-                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   757,943           3,183,826         9,264,439         34%

-                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   (64,062)            (317,899)          65,376             

-                   -                   -                   
-                   -                   -                   

-                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   

(64,062)            (317,899)          65,376             
1,154,005         1,395,646         1,344,376         

(12,196)            -                   -                   
-                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   1,141,809         1,395,646         1,344,376         

-$                 -$                 -$                 % -$                 -$                 -$                 % 1,077,747$       1,077,747$       1,409,752$       

Debt Service Capital Outlay Total Governmental Funds



Governing Board of Directors 
SouthTech Charter Academy, Inc. 

 
 

 
 
Motion: 

 
I recommend that the Board approve Policy 1.02 Governing Board revisions to reflect the 
election results of the Officers and Directors at the Annual Meeting. 
 
 
Summary Information: 

 
This item reflects the outcome of the Annual Meeting election of Officers and re-election of 
Directors, as well as the addition of a new Board member.      
 
Attachments:  Policy 1.02 Governing Board  
 
 
Presented By: 
 
Jim Kidd, President & Chief Executive Officer 
  
 
Financial Impact: 
 
There is no financial impact for this item. 
 

Agenda Item 
E-1 

Board Meeting 
December 8, 2016 



SouthTech Charter Academy, Inc. Board Policy 1.02 
 

GOVERNING BOARD 
 
 

The By-laws of SouthTech Charter Academy, Inc. specify that the Governing Board of SouthTech Charter 
Academy, Inc. be no less than nine (9) members and no more than fifteen members (15). These limits may be 
changed by revising the By-laws. The By-laws also specify that members are elected for a period of three (3) 
years, with one-third of the members elected each year. There are no term limits specified, except for the 
positions of Chairperson and Vice-Chair. 
 
To accomplish staggered terms, The Founding Board established terms defined below at it’s meeting of 
October 16, 2003. Board members elected subsequent to that meeting assume the term of the Board 
member they replaced. 
 
BOARD MEMBER          TERM ENDS 

 
 James Notter  Chair     September 30, 2019 
 Aram Bloom  Vice Chair    September 30, 2017 
 Dan Heller   Treasurer    September 30, 2017 
 Donna Baize  Secretary    September 30, 2018 
  
          
 Robert M. Kesten       September 30, 2019 
 Carl McKoy        September 30, 2017   
 Roger Dunson       September 30, 2018  
 Nancy Ernst       September 30, 2019   
 Russ Feldman       September 30, 2018    
 Diane Heinz                September 30, 2018 
 Suzanne Nicolini          September 30, 2019 
 Vacant         September 30, 2018 
 Vacant         September 30, 2017 
 Vacant         September 30, 2017 
 Vacant         September 30, 2019 
 
 Authority:  By-laws of SouthTech Charter Academy, Inc. 
 

 History:   New: 11/18/2004, Revised: 04/07/05, 04/21/05, 07/07/05, 9/22/05, 12/01/05, 
               01/12/06, 02/02/06, 03/02/06, 09/21/06, 11/02/2006, 12/11/2006, 

04/12/07,07/12/07, 09/20/2007, 09/25/08, 12/11/08, 04/06/09, 07/01/09, 9/3/09, 
9/24/09, 12/10/09, 4/08/2010, 5/13/2010, 7/01/2010, 9/23/2010, 10/15/10, 
11/11/10, 1/13/11, 3/10/11, 4/14/11, 6/09/11, 08/11/11, 09/22/11, 10/13/11; 
03/08/12; 05/10/12; 09/27/12; 12/13/12; 10/10/13; 04/10/14; 6/26/14; 10/09/14; 
07/31/15; 08/13/15; 11/12/15; 12/8/16  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOUTHTECH PREPARATORY ACADEMY 
CONSENT AGENDA 



SOUTHTECH PREPARATORY ACADEMY, INC. 
CONSENT AGENDA 

December 8, 2016 
 
 Old Business 
 None. 
 
 Administrative Items  
            PA-1 I recommend that the Board approve the SouthTech Charter Academy/SouthTech 

Preparatory Academy Grades 6-12 Student Progression Plan 2016-2017. 
            PA-2 I recommend that the Board approve the Five Year Strategic Plan. 
 
 Personnel Items  

  None. 
 

Financial Items 
PC-1 I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the monthly Charter school 
 bank account reconciliation for month ending October 31, 2016 as required by the  

Sponsor. 
           PC-2 I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the Charter school monthly  
 Disbursement Report for month ending October 31, 2016 as required by the 

Sponsor. 
            PC-3 I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the monthly financial statements for 

month ending October 31, 2016 as required by the Sponsor. 
  
            Emergency Items 
 PE-1 I recommend that the Board approve Policy 1.02 Governing Board revisions to  
  reflect the election results of the Officers and Directors at the Annual Meeting. 
  

 
  Revised:  12-7-16 

 
 

 



Governing Board of Directors 
SouthTech Preparatory Academy, Inc. 

 
 

 
 
Motion: 

 
I recommend that the Board approve the SouthTech Charter Academy/SouthTech Preparatory 
Academy Grades 6-12 Student Progression Plan 2016-2017. 
 
 
Summary Information: 
 
The Student Progression Plan requires an annual review after Florida statutes and State Board of 
Education rules are finalized.  The SouthTech Charter Academy/SouthTech Preparatory 
Academy Grades 6-12 Student Progression Plan reflects statutory and rule revisions.  
 
 
Attachments:  SouthTech Charter Academy/SouthTech Preparatory Academy Grades 6-12  

           Student Progression Plan 2016-2017 
 
 
Presented By: 
 
Jim Kidd, President & Chief Executive Officer 
  
 
Financial Impact: 
 
There is no financial impact associated with this item. 
 

Agenda Item 
PA-1 

Board Meeting 
December 8, 2016 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Grades 6 - 12 
Student Progression Plan 

Entry, Promotion, Retention, and Graduation 
 
 
 
 
 

2016-2017 
 
 
 

 
 
 

James R. Kidd, President 
John-Anthony Boggess, Principal 

Nicole Handy, Principal 
 

  



SouthTech Academy Charter Schools Page 2 
 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

INTRODUCTION  ______________________________________________________________    7 
PURPOSE OF THE PLAN ______________________________________________________ 7 
PLAN FORMAT _____________________________________________________________ 7 

Mission, Goals, and System Wide Measures ____________________________________ 8 
Florida’s Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) ________________________________ 8 
Academic Standards _______________________________________________________ 8 
Responsibilities ___________________________________________________________ 8 
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS_________________________________________________________   9 
Initial Entry Requirements__________________________________________________   9 
Student Residence Enrollment Requirements___________________________________  9 
Maximum Age Limit for Enrollment __________________________________________ 10 
Students with Disabilities (SWD) Program _____________________________________ 10 
Students with Active Section 504 Accommodation Plans _________________________ 10 
Students who Qualify for ESOL ______________________________________________ 10 
Students who Attain Age 16 ________________________________________________ 11 

HEALTH REQUIREMENTS ____________________________________________________ 12 
Physical Examination & Immunization Requirements ____________________________ 12 
Required Immunization Forms ______________________________________________ 12 

   Immunization Requirements________________________________________________ 13 
PLACEMENT OF TRANSFER STUDENTS ____________________________________________ 14 

MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) TRANSFER STUDENTS ____________________________________ 14 
Validation Process for Middle School (6-8) _____________________________________ 14 
Alternative Validation Procedure for Middle School (6-8) _________________________ 14 

HIGH SCHOOL (9-12) TRANSFER STUDENTS _____________________________________ 15 
Validation of Transfer Credits/Grades for High School (9-12) ______________________ 15 
High School Validation Process for High School (9-12) ____________________________ 15 
Alternative Validation Procedure for High School (9-12) __________________________ 16 
Student Placement _______________________________________________________  17 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER (ELL) TRANFER STUDENTS __________________________ 17 
       EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION (ESE) TRANSFER STUDENTS ____________________ 18 

ESE Students who Transfer Within Florida _____________________________________ 18 
ESE Students who Transfer from Outside Florida ________________________________ 18 
ESE Students who Transfer with Section 504 Accommodation Plans ________________ 18 
 

ATTENDANCE AND ABSENTEEISM ________________________________________________ 19 
ATTENDANCE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES _____________________________________ 19 

General Attendance Policies and Procedures ___________________________________ 19 
Middle School Attendance Policies and Procedures ______________________________ 19 
High School Attendance Policies and Procedures ________________________________ 19 

LATE ARRIVALS/TARDINESS POLICIES AND PROCEDURES __________________________ 20 
ABSENCES POLICIES AND PROCEDURES ________________________________________ 20 

Excused Absences ________________________________________________________ 20 
Unexcused Absences ______________________________________________________ 20 
Make-Up Work __________________________________________________________ 21 



SouthTech Academy Charter Schools Page 3 
 
 

Students with Section 504 Accommodation Plan Absence Policy ___________________ 21 
Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Absence Policy _____________________________ 21 
Hospital/Homebound Services ______________________________________________ 21 

 
STUDENT WITHDRAWALS ______________________________________________________ 22 

MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) PROCEDURES __________________________________________ 22 
Withdrawal During the School Year __________________________________________ 22 
Students Enrolled in High School Credit Courses ________________________________ 22 

HIGH SCHOOL (9-12) PROCEDURES ____________________________________________ 22 
Withdrawal Prior to the Last Two Weeks of the Semester _________________________ 22 
Withdrawal During the Last Two Weeks of the Semester _________________________ 22 

HOME EDUCATION ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES _________________________________ 22 
Withdrawal for Enrollment in Home Education Program __________________________ 23 
 

CURRICULUM ________________________________________________________________ 24 
MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) CURRICULUM __________________________________________ 24 
HIGH SCHOOL (9-12) CURRICULUM ___________________________________________ 25 
CURRICULUM FOR SPECIAL PROGRAMS ________________________________________ 25 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) ________________________________ 25 
Exceptional Student Education (ESE) _________________________________________ 26 
Section 504 Accommodation Plans ___________________________________________ 29 
Virtual Instruction ________________________________________________________ 30 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS FOR HIGH SCHOOL _______________________________________ 30 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) ________________________________________ 31 
Core Credit for Career and Technical Education (CTE) ____________________________ 31 
Career Academies ________________________________________________________ 31 
Career Education Program Completer Certificate _______________________________ 32 
 

ACADEMICALLY CHALLENGING CURRICULUM TO ENHANCE LEARNING (ACCEL) ___________ 32 
GENERAL ELEMENTARY & MIDDLE SCHOOL ACCEL OPTIONS _______________________ 32 
GENERAL HIGH SCHOOL ACCEL OPTIONS _______________________________________ 33 
CREDIT ACCELERATION PROGRAM (CAP) _______________________________________ 33 

High School Eligibility Criteria for CAP ________________________________________ 33 
MIDDLE SCHOOL ACCELERATION REQUIREMENTS________________________________ 34 

Subject Area Acceleration __________________________________________________ 34 
Middle School Requirements _______________________________________________ 34 
High School Requirements _________________________________________________ 35 

RECOMMENDED ASSESSMENTS FOR SUBJECT AREA ACCELERATION _________________ 35 
Elementary & Middle School Assessments _____________________________________ 35 

PROCEDURES FOR REQUESTING ACCELERATION _________________________________ 35 
Middle School Procedures for Requesting Acceleration ___________________________ 35 
High School Procedures for Requesting Acceleration _____________________________ 36 

HIGH SCHOOL CREDITS FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS __________________________ 36 
High School Mathematics RequIrements for Middle School Students ________________ 37 

COURSES TAKEN THROUGH NON-DISTRICT EDUCATIONAL PROVIDERS _______________ 37 
CREDIT BY EXAMINATION ___________________________________________________ 38 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) ________________________________________________ 38 



SouthTech Academy Charter Schools Page 4 
 
 

DUAL ENROLLMENT PROGRAM ______________________________________________ 38 
 

PROMOTION AND RETENTION __________________________________________________ 41 
MIDDLE SCHOOL REQUREMENTS FOR PROMOTION AND RETENTION ________________ 41 

Middle School English Language Areas (ELA) Requirements _______________________ 41 
Middle School Mathematics Requirements ____________________________________ 41 
Social Studies Middle School RequIrements ____________________________________ 42 
Science Middle School Requirements _________________________________________ 43 

CAREER AND EDUCATION PLANNING REQUIREMENTS ____________________________ 43 
Suggested Enrollment for Grade 6 ___________________________________________ 44 
Suggested Enrollment for Grade 7 ___________________________________________ 44 
Suggested Enrollment for Grade 8 ___________________________________________ 45 

MIDDLE SCHOOL CONDITIONAL PROMOTION AND RETENTION _____________________ 45 
Conditional Promotion to Grade 7 and/or Grade 8 ______________________________ 45 
Course Recovery Options for Middle School Students ____________________________ 46 
Promotion to Grade 9 _____________________________________________________ 47 

MIDDLE SCHOOL INTERVENTIONS ____________________________________________ 47 
8.5 Placement Option (Only Students in Grade 8) _______________________________ 47 

CONSIDERATIONS FOR SPECIAL PROGRAM STUDENTS ____________________________ 47 
English Language Learners (ELLs) ____________________________________________ 47 
Exceptional Student Education (ESE) _________________________________________ 48 
Active Section 504 Accommodation Plans _____________________________________ 49 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADE CLASSIFICATION FOR  PROMOTION AND RETENTION ___________ 49 
 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS __________________________________________________ 50 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS FOR A STANDARD DIPLOMA _______________________ 50 

Assessments for Standard Diploma __________________________________________ 50 
Statewide Standardized Assessment Waivers for Students with Disabilities ___________ 51 
Statewide Standardized Assessment Waiver Eligibility Criteria for Students with  
Disabilities ______________________________________________________________ 51 
Course Credit for Standard Diploma __________________________________________ 53 
Online Learning for Standard Diploma ________________________________________ 53  
Grade Point Average (GPA) for Standard Diploma _______________________________ 54 

FOUR YEAR 24 CREDIT TRADITIONAL OPTION REQUIREMENTS _____________________ 54 
Virtual/Online Corse Requriement for 4 year 24 Credit Option _____________________ 54 
English RequIrements for 4 Year 24 Credit Option _______________________________ 54 
Mathematics RequIrements for 4 year 24 Credit Option __________________________ 54 
Algebra 1 End of Course (EOC) Assessment Requirement _________________________ 55 
Geometry End of Course (EOC) Assessment Requirement _________________________ 56 
Algebra 2 End of Course (EOC) Assessment Requirement _________________________ 56 
Science Requirements for 4 year 24 Credit Option_______________________________ 56 
Biology 1 End of Course (EOC) Assessment Requirement _________________________ 57 
Social Studies RequIrements for 4 year 24 Credit Option __________________________ 58 
Social Studies End of Course (EOC) Assessment Requirement  _____________________ 58 
Physical Education RequIrements for 4 year 24 Credit Option ______________________ 58 
Physical Education High School Waiver Options _________________________________ 59 
Physical Education Waivers and Descriptions ___________________________________ 60 



SouthTech Academy Charter Schools Page 5 
 

Fine & Performing Arts RequIrements for 4 year 24 Credit Option __________________ 60 
Electives Requirements for 4 year 24 Credit Option ______________________________ 61 
World Language RequIrements for 4 year 24 Credit Option _______________________ 61 
World Language Waiver Options ____________________________________________ 62 
World Language Options ___________________________________________________ 62 
Community Service for 4 year 24 Credit Option Students  _________________________ 63 
Graduation Requirements for Transfer Students ________________________________ 63 

COURSE MODIFICATION ____________________________________________________ 63 
English Language Learners (ELLs) Course Modification ___________________________ 63 
Active Section 504 Accommodation Plans Course Modifications  ___________________ 63 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS ___________________________________________________ 65 
Diploma with Academic Honors _____________________________________________ 65 
Diploma Disignations _____________________________________________________ 65 

CERTIFICATES OF COMPLETION _______________________________________________ 66 
Standard Certification of Completion _________________________________________ 66 

RECOGNITION OF VALEDICTORIAN/SALUTATORIAN ______________________________ 66 
Valedictorian/Salutatorian Calculation ________________________________________ 67 
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS __________________________ 67 
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program ____________________________________ 67 
 

REMEDIATION AND RETENTION _________________________________________________ 68 
IDENTIFICATION OF STUDENTS IN NEED OF REMEDIATION _________________________ 68 
MIDDLE SCHOOL REMEDIATION REQUIREMENTS _________________________________ 68 

Reading Remediation _____________________________________________________ 68 
Mathematics Remediation Requirements Based on Standardized Assessments  _______ 68 

MIDDLE SCHOOL REMEDIAL INSTRUCTION ______________________________________ 69 
Middle School Reading Intervention Courses ___________________________________ 69 
Middle School Complementary Options for Remedial Instruction ___________________ 69 
Middle School Remediation for Conditionally Promoted Students __________________ 69 
Middle School Corse Recovery (MSCR) ________________________________________ 70 

HIGH SCHOOL REMEDIATION REQUIREMENTS ___________________________________ 70 
High School Reading Remediation ______________________________________________ 71 
Algebra 1 Remediation _______________________________________________________ 72 
 

PROGRESS MONITORING _______________________________________________________ 73 
GENERAL PROGRESS MONITORING PLAN (PMP) PROCESS __________________________ 73 
PROCEDURES FOR IMPLEMENTING THE PROGRESS MONTIORING PLAN (PMP) _________ 74 

Additional PMP Requirements for Secondary School Students _____________________ 74 
Middle School Data and Criteria for Progress Monitoring (PMP) ____________________ 75 

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRESS MONITORING ______________________________________ 75 
Progress Monitoring in Reading _____________________________________________ 75 
Progress Monitoring in Mathematics _________________________________________ 75 
Progress Monitoring in Science ______________________________________________ 75 
HIGH SCHOOL PROGRESS MONITORING ______________________________________ 75 
English, Mathematics, and Science Progress Monitoring __________________________ 75 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS (ELLs) PROGRESS MONITORING _____________________ 76 
EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION (ESE) PROGRESS MONITORING _________________ 76 
 

REPORTING STUDENT PROGRESS ________________________________________________ 76 



SouthTech Academy Charter Schools Page 6 
 

EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS EDUCATION (ESE) STUDENTS ____________________________ 76 
 
PARENT WRITTEN NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS ________________________________ 77 

Additional Middle School Requirements for Parent Notification ____________________ 77 
Additonal High School Requirements for Parent Notification ______________________ 77 

GENERAL GRADING RULES FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS _______________ 78 
EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION (ESE) GRADING RULES ________________________ 79 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER (ELL) GRADING RULES ______________________________ 79 
DESCRIPTION AND DEFINITION OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADES __________________________ 79 
REPORTING STUDENT CONDUCT ______________________________________________ 81 
REPORTING ATTENDANCE ____________________________________________________ 81 
CALCULATION OF FINAL GRADES IN MIDDLE SCHOOL ______________________________ 81 
CALCULATION OF SEMESTER GRADES FOR HIGH SCHOOL COURSES __________________ 82 

Grading Procedures for Courses with an End of Course (EOC) Assessment ____________ 83 
Honors Level Points _______________________________________________________ 83 
Senior Exemptions from Semester Examinations ________________________________ 83 

FORGIVENESS RULE _________________________________________________________ 84 
High School Corses Taken in Middle School _____________________________________ 84 
High School Course ________________________________________________________ 84 
 

ASSESSMENTS ________________________________________________________________ 85 
ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE, AND HIGH SCHOOL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM _________________ 85 

Florida Standards Assessments (FSA)/Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) 
Assessments _____________________________________________________________ 85 
End of Course (EOC) Assessments ____________________________________________ 85 
Statewide Assessment Program Schedule ______________________________________ 86 
Assessing Comprehension & Communication in English State-to-State for English Language 
Learners (ACCESS for ELLs) __________________________________________________ 86 
Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (PERT) _________________________________ 86 
National and International Education Comparisons_______________________________ 86 
Grade 6 through Grade 12 Assessments _______________________________________ 86 

STATEWIDE STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENTS ______________________________________ 87 
REQUIRED ASSESSMENTS FOR GRADUATION DESIGNATIONS _______________________ 88 
DISTRICT/STATE ASSESSMENTS ACCOMMODATIONS/EXEMPTIONS __________________ 89 

Accommodations for English Language Learners (ELLs) ___________________________ 89 
Assessments for Students with Disabilities _____________________________________ 89 
Assessment Accommodations for Students with Disabilities (SWD) _________________ 90 
Participation of SWD in the Statewide Assessments _____________________________ 90 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SouthTech Academy Charter Schools Page 7 
 

Introduction 
 
PURPOSE OF THE PLAN 
In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.25(1)(2), the purpose of the 6-12 Student Progression Plan is that 
each student’s progression from one grade to another be determined, in part, upon satisfactory 
performance in English Language Arts, mathematics, science, and social studies; that district school board 
policies facilitate student achievement; that each student and his or her parent be informed of the student’s 
academic progress; and that students have access to educational options that provide academically 
challenging coursework or accelerated instruction pursuant to Florida Statute § 1002.3105.  

This Student Progression Plan strives to ensure that the required program of study, placement, promotion, 
reporting, retention, and special programs are equitable and comprehensive for all students. It is the 
responsibility of the Governing Board of SouthTech 1 and SouthTech Administration to provide students 
with effective instructional and remedial programs that monitor progress, promote continuous 
achievement, and make provisions for individual differences. 
 

PLAN FORMAT  
The Middle School sections represent Grade 6 through Grade 8.  The High School sections represent Grade 
9 through Grade 12. 

 
When relevant, citations of Florida Statutes, School Board Policies, as well as resources, are provided. 
Most of the citations and resources/references, such as websites and forms, are hyperlinked to direct 
sites for easy access. 

This Student Progression Plan Includes: 

• standards for evaluating each student's performance, including how well he/she masters the 
 performance standards approved by the State Board of Education; 
• specific levels of performance in reading, writing, mathematics, and science for each grade level 
 (including the levels of performance below which a student must receive remediation or be  retained 
in an  intensive program); and 

• alternative placement options for students who have been retained two or more years. 

In addition, the Plan includes information about student eligibility and procedural requirements for 
whole-grade promotion, midyear promotion, and subject-matter acceleration. This information includes: 
 
• the process for parent(s)2 and students to request student participation in Academically challenging 

Curriculum to Enhance Learning (ACCEL) and the additional options available at the student's school; 

• advising parent(s) and students to contact the principal regarding student eligibility and 
participation requirements for these options, including virtual instruction in higher grade level 
subjects; 

• advising parent(s) and students of early and accelerated graduation options; and 

• reference all Dual Enrollment courses available within the Dual Enrollment Articulation 
 Agreement. 
 

1 Throughout the Student Progression Plan, "STA" will be used to refer to SouthTech Academy and “STPA” will be used to refer 
to SouthTech Preporatory Academy. 
2 Throughout the Student Progression Plan, when the word "parent(s)" is used, it also refers to "legal guardian(s)" and persons 

acting as a parent. 
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Mission, Goals, and System Wide Measures 
The Florida Department of Education's mission, stated in Florida Statute § 1008.31(2), is to increase 
the proficiency of all students within one seamless, efficient system. This is accomplished by providing 
students with the opportunity to expand their knowledge and skills through learning opportunities 
and research valued by students, parents, and communities, while maintaining an accountability 
system that measures student progress toward the following goals: 
• highest student achievement; 
• seamless articulation and maximum access; 
• skilled workforce and economic development; and 
• quality efficient services. 

Florida's Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) 
Through implementing the problem-solving framework, Florida's Multi-Tiered System of Supports 
(MTSS) provides high-quality instruction and intervention matched to student needs.  According to the 
Florida Department of Education3, MTSS involves the systematic use of assessment data to inform 
instructional decisions and efficiently allocate resources to improve learning for all students. 
The core characteristics that underpin the MTSS model are: 
• high-quality, research-based instruction provided to students in all settings; 
• continuous monitoring of student performance; 
• screening of all students for academic and behavioral problems; 
• multiple levels or tiers of instruction that are progressively more intense and based on the  student's 
response to instruction; and  
• implementation of a problem-solving method across all levels or tiers. 
 
Academic Standards 
The Plan herein incorporates the Florida Standards, Next Generation Sunshine State Standards 
(NGSSS), and ACCEL options that provide academically challenging coursework or accelerated 
instruction to students in 6th through 12th grade. 

Responsibilities 
The SouthTech Instructional personnel are responsible for providing assistance to schools to 
consider the individual student's academic needs when placing students in subjects, grade levels, or 
specialty programs. 

The principal of a school is responsible for making and maintaining required records/reports and 
providing leadership for instruction that meets the needs of all students. [Florida Statutes §§ 1001.54 
& 1012.281 

Teachers are responsible for providing effective instruction and remediation, as well as, documenting 
instruction in all content areas and students' mastery of the above Standards. 
 
 
 
 
 
3The publication, MTSS Implementation Components: Ensuring Common Language and Understanding, is available through the Bureau 

of Exceptional Education and Student Services, Florida Department of Education. The Guide is designed to assist school districts, state 
agencies that support educational programs, and parents in the provision of special programs for exceptional students. This document 
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is available online at http://www.florida-rti.org/index.htm. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 

Initial Entry Requirements 
 
 
To register a student, the following four types of documents are required: 
 
1. valid Birth Certificate or other documentation of birth as stated above5; 
2. Certification of a Physical/Health Examination6 (submitted within 30 school days, if not 

available at the time of registration); 

3. proof of residence7; and 

4. Florida Certificate of Immunization. (Refer to Immunization Requirements section) 

 
According to Florida Statute § 1003.01(12) and State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03411(l)(s), students 
who are without a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, are considered children and youths 
who are experiencing homelessness. Pursuant to the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance 
Improvements Act of 2001 (Section 725) 42 U.S.C.A. § 11432(g)(3)(A)-(C), these children are to be enrolled 
immediately in the school that meets the best interest of the student. Arrangements are to be made for 
immunizations, transportation, and all other school services. Appropriate student, school, and grade level 
placement, as well as completion of required immunizations and physical examination, shall occur within 
30 school days of enrollment. Refer to School Board Policy 5.74 entitled Students Experiencing 
Homelessness and Florida Statute § 1003.21(l)(f) for procedures relating to the enrollment of these 
students. 

When a student is not living with a biological or adoptive parent, and is registering for a school based on 
residence and is not experiencing homelessness, a person acting as parent must complete the Affidavit of 
Person Acting as Parent (PBSD 1543). See School Board Policy 5.011(8) for guidelines regarding the use of 
this form. 

A student who is emancipated, as described within School Board Policy 5.072, and provides sufficient 
documentation to the principal is not required to live in a residence with an adult authority as a condition 
of admission to school. 

The STA New and Returning Student Registration Form (STAI10636), must be completed by the parent(s), 
signed, and returned to school at the beginning of each school year or when the student enters STA. This 
form is available in English, Spanish, Haitian Creole, and Portuguese. Parent(s) needing additional 
language assistance can contact the School or the Department of Multicultural Education at: (561) 434-
8620.  Additionally, schools must meet the language needs of parent(s) at all relevant stages of the 
registration process in a timely manner to ensure meaningful access to their students' educational 
opportunities 

5 If a passport is offered for verification of birth, it may not be duplicated for placement in the cumulative folder.  
6 See Florida Statute § 1003.22, State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.024, and School Board Policy 5.06(A)(2), as well as the recommended: 

School Entry Health Exam (DH 3040). Refer to Health Requirement section. Footnote 4, addresses temporary exemption criteria. 
7 For a student assigned to a school based on the student’s residence under School Board Policy 5.01(1)(b), parent(s) must provide proof 

of residence to show that the student resides within the boundary of the school to which he/she is applying by presenting 
documentation, as required by School Board Policies 5.01 and 5.011(5), such as lease, mortgage, or utility bill. 
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Maximum Age Limit For Enrollment 

A person who is involved in a continuous program of study may be enrolled in a regular high school 
program through the end of the semester in which he/she reaches 21 years of age. A person is deemed in 
a continuous program of study even though such program was interrupted by military service, illness, or 
other extenuating circumstances as deemed by the principal or designee. A person who has not been 
enrolled in a continuous program of study and who has attained the age of 20 years of age on or before 
the opening of the school year shall not be enrolled in any regular high school program. A19 year-old 
person who has had a break in enrollment (see exception above), who will reach 20 years of age during 
the school year, may enroll in a regular high school program and remain enrolled until the end of that 
school year. 
 
 

 

Students with Disabilities (SWD) Program  
Students with a disability who began 9th grade in the 2013-2014 school year or prior shall be considered 
to be “in a continuous study program” when that student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
requires continued services by the School District. If an ESE-eligible student graduates with a Special 
Diploma, a Certificate of Completion, or a Special Certificate of completion, and has not reached age 22, 
the student may, at his/her option, continue to receive a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) 
through the school year of the student's 22nd birthday, or until he/she earns a Standard Diploma, 
whichever comes first. Graduation with a Standard Diploma, regardless of age, constitutes cessation of 
FAPE and a change in placement, requiring written prior notice. Students with disabilities continue to be 
eligible for FAPE through the end of the school year in which the student turns age 22 if they have not 
earned a Standard Diploma, even if they have earned a General Education Development (GED) credential. 
Beginning with students who began 9th grade in the 2014-2015 school year, who’s IEP requires special 
education, transition planning, transition services or related services through the age of 21 may defer 
receipt of their standard diploma. Parents and students must be notified in writing by January 30th of the 
year in which the student is expected to meet all graduation requirements. Parents must respond to 
accept graduation or defer, by district deadline. In addition, once a student defers, he/she must be 
enrolled in accelerated college credit instruction, industry certification courses that lead to college credit, 
a collegiate high school program, courses necessary to satisfy the Scholar Diploma Designation 
requirements or a structured work-study, internship or pre-apprenticeship program in order to continue 
to receive FAPE (State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09963(6), F.A.C. and Florida Statute § 
1003.4282(11)(c)) [Title 34, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Section, 300.102(a)(3) and State Board of 
Education Rule 6A-6.03028] 

 

Students with Active Section 504 Accommodation Plans 
Students with a Section 504 Accommodation Plan must be "of school age" to continue receiving 
elementary and secondary educational services under Section 504. Title 34. Code of Federal Regulations 
Section 104.3(k)(4)(l)(2)] 

 
Students Who Qualify for ESOL 
Students who qualify for ESOL services may be enrolled in a regular high school program through the end 
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of the semester in which he/she reaches 21 years of age, regardless of previously interrupted schooling. 
ELL students may not be withdrawn solely due to lack of credits. 

 

Students Who Attain Age 16 
Students who attain age 16 during the school year are not subject to compulsory school attendance 
beyond the date that they attain 16 years of age if the student files a formal declaration of intent. Refer to 
Student Exit Interview (PBSD 1055). At the bottom of the form, "Intent to Terminate" must be checked 
and the form must be signed by the student in order to terminate school enrollment with the School 
District. The School District must notify the student’s parent(s) of receipt of the student’s intent to 
terminate school enrollment. The student’s school counselor or other school personnel must conduct an 
exit interview with the student to determine the reasons for the student’s decision to terminate school 
enrollment and the actions that could be taken to keep the student in school. The student must be 
informed of opportunities to continue his/her education in a different environment, including but not 
limited to, Adult Education and high school equivalency examination preparation. 
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HEALTH REQUIREMENTS 

Physical Examination and Immunization Requirements 
All pre-K, Kindergarten, 7th grade, and new students seeking entrance into a public school in Palm Beach 
County must meet the requirements of School Board Policy 5.06 and Florida Statute § 1003.22 and present, 
at the time of entry, a valid Florida Certificate of Immunization Form (DH 680) and a valid health 
examination preferably documented on State of Florida School Entry Health Exam Form (DH 3040) 
performed within one year prior to enrollment. [State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0985]  
 
In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0985 and Fla. Admin. Code 64D-3.046, students will 
not be admitted into class without proof of immunization with the physician’s signature and office stamp, 
absent a lawful exception. However, it is permissible to allow 30 school days for the transfer of records. 
 

2016-2017 explanation of physical examination requirements 

*Form DH 3040 - State of Florida School Entry Health Exam Form 

 
The Florida Certification of Immunization Form (DH 680) is available from either private physicians or the 
Florida Department of Health. The form includes sections for temporary and permanent medical 
exemptions based on medical reasons. For example, all medical exemptions must be signed by a physician 
(M.D. or D.O.), Temporary Medical Exemptions must have an expiration date, and Permanent Medical 
Exemptions must specify which vaccine the student is exempt from and the valid clinical reason for 
exemption. 
 
Required Immunization Forms 
 
 
 
 
The Certificate of Religious Exemption (DH 681) is available only through the Florida Department of health. 
Only an original DH 681, generated by The Florida SHOTS Program for the Health Department, will be 
accepted at school sites. 
 
 
 
 

STUDENTS PHYSICAL EXAMINATION 

All SDPBC students 
School Health Entry Exam on Form DH 3040* required for pre-K, 
Kindergarten, and 7th grade 

All transfer students within the 
SDPBC and other counties within the 
State of Florida (including private 
schools) 

Review of School Health Entry Exam on Form DH 3040* (original or copy) for 
at least Kindergarten and/or 7th grade documentation 

All transfer students from another 
state or country 

School Health Entry Exam Form DH 3040* (original or copy) required for all 
grades. Physicals presented on forms from another state are acceptable, if 
they include all components covered on Form DH 3040* and have the 
physician's signature and office stamp. Physicals must have been performed 
within one year of enrollment, unless exemption is based on a written 
request for religious reasons. 

The following DOH forms must be completed, as applicable: 
Immunization Form (DH 680 or Florida SHOTS printed DH 680 
 

NOTE: Homeless students and students entering a juvenile justice program without immunization and physical exam 
documentation must be enrolled and receive a 30 school-day exemption.  Follow-up with these students on temporary 
exemptions is required prior to the expiration of the exemption. 
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According to the Florida Department of Health Immunization Program and Department of Health Rule 64D-
3.046, the required immunizations and dosages for elementary, middle, and high school students are as 
follows: 

Middle School/Grades 6-8 Immunization Requirements 
 

Immunization Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

DTaP/DT Series X X X 
Tdap Booster  X X 
Polio Series X X X 
MMR (2 doses) X X X 
Hepatitis B Series X X X 

Varicella (1 dose)    

Varicella (2 doses) X X X 
Source: http://www.floridahealth.gov/healthy-people-and-families/childrens-health/school-health/enrollment.html 

 
High School/Grades 9-12 Immunization Requirements 

 
Immunization Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

DTaP/DT Series X X X X 
Tdap Booster X X X X 
Polio Series X X X X 
MMR (2 doses) X X X X 
Hepatitis B Series X X X X 
Varicella (1 dose) X X X X 
Source: http://www.floridahealth.gov/healthy-people-and-families/childrens-health/school-health/enrollment.html 
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PLACEMENT OF TRANSFER STUDENTS 
 
The following section addresses procedures relating to the acceptance of transfer work and credit for 
students, as specified in Florida Statute 1003.25 

 

Enrollment and placement of children of active duty military families is under the guidelines of the 
Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children. 

 

ST MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) TRANSFER STUDENTS  
A student who transfers to a SouthTech school must submit an official transcript. Grades earned and 
offered for acceptance shall be accepted at face value subject to validation, if required by the receiving 
school’s accreditation. (More information on AdvancED® validation, including AdvancED® accredited 
agencies, is located at http://www.advanc-ed.org.) In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-
1.09942, if the student does not possess an official transcript or is a Home Education student, successful 
completion of courses shall be validated through performance during the first grading period. 
 
Validation Process for Middle School (6-8)  
 
As stated in State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09942, validation of courses shall be based on performance 
in classes at the receiving school. A student transferring into a school shall be placed at the appropriate 
sequential course level and should be passing each required course at the end of the first grading period. 
Students who do not meet this requirement shall have courses validated using the Alternative Validation 
Procedure, as outlined in the next subsection of this Plan.  
 

Alternative Validation Procedure for Middle School (6-8)  
 
As stated in State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09942, if validation based on performance as good cause 
described above is not satisfactory, then any one of the following alternatives shall be used for validation 
purposes as determined by the teacher, principal, and parent(s):  
 
1. portfolio evaluation by the School District Superintendent/designee;  
2. demonstrated performance in courses taken at other public or private accredited schools;  
3. demonstrated proficiencies on nationally-normed standardized subject area assessments; 
4. demonstrated proficiencies on the statewide assessments; or  
5. written review of the criteria utilized for a given subject provided by the former school. 

  
Students must be provided at least 90 calendar days from date of transfer to prepare for nationally-normed 
standardized subject area assessments and statewide assessments outlined above, if required.  
 
The student’s custodial parent(s) may appeal the placement decision to the School District 
Superintendent/designee within 14 calendar days of the principal’s decision.
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HIGH SCHOOL (9-12) TRANSFER STUDENTS 

A student who transfers to STA must submit an official transcript. Grades earned and offered for 
acceptance shall be accepted at face value subject to validation, if required by the receiving school's 
accreditation. (More information on AdvancEd validation, including AdvancEd Accredited Agencies, is 
located at http://www.advanc-ed.org.) In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09941, if the 
student does not possess an official transcript or is a Home Education student, successful completion of 
courses shall be validated through performance during the first grading period the student is enrolled. 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.4282(7), transfer students must pass the Algebra 1 EOC as a 
graduation requirement, unless the student earns a comparative score on the PERT or submits proof of an 
approved Algebra 1 EOC passing score from another state. In all other EOC courses, if a student previously 
earned 1.0 credit, the student does not need to take the EOC. 
 
Validation of Transfer Credits/Grades for High School (9-12) 
The principal shall validate transfer credit(s) or grades, which shall be based on performance during the 
first grading period the student is enrolled if: 
• validation of the official transcript is deemed necessary under the AdvancEd policy; 

• the student does not possess an official transcript; and/or 
• the student is a Home Education student without an official transcript from an educational institution 

or program. 

High School Validation Process for High School (9-12) 
As stated in State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.Q9941, validation of credits shall be based on performance 
in courses at the receiving school. A student transferring into a school shall be placed in the appropriate 
sequential course(s) and must have a minimum Grade Point Average (GPA) of 2.0 being validated at the 
end of the first grading period the student is enrolled. Students who do not meet this requirement shall 
have credits validated using the Alternative Validation Procedure, as outlined in the next subsection of this 
Plan. 

The grade of "P" (Pass) is used when validating/granting transfer credits for coursework when an official 
transcript or grades that equate to those used at STA cannot be obtained. It is also used when "P" is 
specified on an official transcript. A grade of "P" is a transcript grade only, not a report card grade. It gives 
credit for coursework, but does not affect the GPA. 

Alternative Validation Procedure for High School (9-12) 
As stated in State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09941, if validation based on performance as described 
above is not satisfactory, or when it is not applicable because there is no sequential course, then any one 
of the following alternatives shall be used for validation purposes as determined by the teacher, principal, 
and parent(s): 
1. portfolio evaluation by the Principal/designee; 

2. written recommendation by a Florida certified teacher selected by the parent(s) and approved by the 
principal; 
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3. satisfactory performance in courses taken through Dual Enrollment or at other public or private 
accredited schools; 

4. satisfactory proficiencies on nationally-normed standardized subject area assessments; 

5. satisfactory proficiencies on a Florida Standards Assessment (FSA); or 
 
6. written review of the criteria utilized for a given subject provided by the former school. 

Students should be provided at least 90 calendar days from date of transfer to prepare for nationally-
normed standardized subject area assessments, statewide standardized, or EOC Assessment outlined 
above, if required. 

During the first semester of school, placement will be based on the following credits: 
 

CREDITS NEEDED FOR GRADUATION GRADE PLACEMENT 

18 or more 9th Grade 

11 to 17.5 10,h Grade 

4.0 to 10.5 11th Grade 

3.5 or less 12th Grade 

CREDITS NEEDED FOR GRADUATION GRADE PLACEMENT 

20 or more 9th Grade 

14.5 to 20.5 10,h Grade 

7.5 to 14 11th Grade 

7.0 or less 12th Grade 

During the second semester of school, placement will be based on the following credits: 
 

Transfer Students Placement for Graduation 
Students transferring in from outside of the STA will be placed on a schedule to graduate with their 
cohort, based on the number of credits needed to graduate. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER (ELL) TRANSFER STUDENTS 
In accordance with State Board of Education Rules 6A-6.0900 and 6A-6.0905, the School District of Palm 
Beach County Plan for Services to English Language Learners is available at 
http://www.palmbeachschools.org/multicultural/ELLPlan.asp).  During registration, the initial date a 
student first entered a school in the United States, Date Entered United States School (DEUSS), is 
collected. An ELL is identified and assessed to determine eligibility for services, in accordance with State 
Board of Education Rule 6A-6.0902(1)(2). 
 
The English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) coordinator/contact person and the school 
counselor/administrator shall review the educational background of the transferring student to 
determine appropriate grade level, subject, and ESOL Program placement. [State Board Education Rule 
6A-6.0902(3)(b)]  
 
Parental input regarding educational background should be taken into consideration especially when 
transcripts, records, or report cards are not readily available. This information is documented on the 
English Language Learners Programmatic Assessment and Academic Placement Review (PBSD 1764) and 
filed in the ELL folder. Community Language Facilitators assist the students and their families when 
necessary, to ensure proper program/course placement.  
 
An ELL in Grades 6-8 is placed into academic classes based on age/grade appropriateness. When an ELL 
student provides records that show enrollment in school (excluding any of the 50 states and the District of 
Columbia) but not grade level appropriate for his/her age, the student needs to be placed in the age-
appropriate grade and provided opportunities to learn key skills according to the ELL Plan to enhance the 
likelihood of success in the current grade in which he/she is placed. 
 
A student who is age appropriate for high school must be placed in at least the 9th grade. High school 
placement procedures can be found in Section 5 of the SDPBC ESOL Procedures Manual. ELLs are 
scheduled into classes that fulfill graduation requirements and the District’s Student Progression Plan, as 
well as granted credit for completed academic coursework, regardless of the language in which the 
coursework was completed.  
 
Refer to the age-appropriate placement chart for guidance when determining K-12 grade-level placement.  
 
An ELL Committee meeting must be conducted under the following circumstances: a student’s placement 
is based on age; or there is a lack of information about prior schooling (no transcript or report card); or 
prior schooling does not meet grade level requirements. An administrator must participate in the ELL 
Committee and placement process. In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.0902(3)(d), 
parent(s) have the right to choose the ESOL Instructional Model (sheltered, support, or dual language) in 
which the child is served.  
 
Reevaluation of ELL student placement can be made at the request of any member of the ELL committee. 
Due diligence should be taken to make placement decisions in the best interest of the student [Code of 
Ethics of the Education Profession in Florida 6A-10.080(2)]. 
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Students with Disabilities (SWD) TRANSFER STUDENTS 

The State Board of Education Rules 6A-6.0331.6A-6.0361 School Board Policy 5.725 and the SDPBC's 
Exceptional Student Education Policies and Procedures (SP&P) address the requirements for Individual 
Educational Plans (lEPs) or Educational Plans (EPs), as well as the requirements for students who transfer 
to the SDPBC within Florida and students who transfer from outside of Florida. 

SWD Students who Transfer Within Florida 
If an SWD, who had an IEP or EP that was in effect in a previous Florida school district, transfers to 
SouthTech, the school, in consultation with the parent(s), will provide a Free Appropriate Public 
Education (FAPE) to the student, which includes services comparable to those described in the child's 
IEP/EP from the previous Florida school district, until the SDPBC does either of the following: 
· adopts the child's IEP/EP from the previous school district; or 

· develops, adopts, and implements a new IEP/EP that meets the applicable requirements of State Board 
of Education Rule 6A-6.03028 or 6A-6.03019(1). 

 

SWD Students who Transfer From Outside Florida 
If an SWD, who had an IEP or EP that was in effect in a previous school district in another state, transfers 
and enrolls in a new school within the same school year, the SDPBC, in consultation with the parent(s), 
will provide a FAPE to the student, which includes services comparable to those described in the child's 
IEP/EP from the previous District, until the SDPBC does both of the following: 
· conducts an initial evaluation in accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.0331                    

(if determined to be necessary by the SDPBC); and 
· develops, adopts, and implements a new IEP/EP, if appropriate, that meets the applicable 

requirements of State Board of Education Rules 6A-6.03011 through 6A-6.03618. 

Students in Florida with 504 plans are most often not classified in the ESE 
programs 
A transferring student with an active Section 504 Accommodation Plan is a student who was previously 
enrolled in any other school or agency with an active Section 504 Accommodation Plan, and who is 
enrolling in a Florida school district. Upon notification that a transferring student has an active Section 
504 Accommodation Plan, the receiving school must review and revise, as necessary, the existing active 
Plan and supporting documentation. Until that review is complete, the receiving school must implement 
the student's current Section 504 Accommodation Plan to the maximum extent reasonable in the current 
placement. If, following the receiving school's review, it is determined that the Section 504 
Accommodation Plan is not appropriate; the school must evaluate the student consistently with Section 
504 procedures, and develop and implement an appropriate Section 504 Accommodation Plan. 
 
 
 
 
 
8State Board of Education Rules are located at: https://www.flrules.org/default.asp
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ATTENDANCE AND ABSENTEEISM 
 
In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.24 and School Board Policy 5.09(1), school attendance is the 
direct responsibility of the parent(s) and child(ren).  Each parent of a child within the compulsory 
attendance age is responsible for the child's school attendance as required by law. Except as provided in 
Florida Statute § 1003.24 and State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09513, all students are expected to 
attend school regularly, to be on time for classes in order to benefit from the instructional program, and 
to develop habits of punctuality, self- discipline, and responsibility. For detailed information regarding 
attendance requirements refer to Florida Statute § 1003.21 and School Board Policy 5.09. 

ATTENDANCE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 
General Attendance Policies and Procedures 
 

The South Tech Student and Family Handbook outline the attendance procedures.  All school procedures 
conform to the following District-wide procedures. 
• Parents are responsible for notifying the school when a child will be absent and for informing the 

school of the reason for the absence. 
• Parents are expected to notify the school when their child is absent and inform the school of the reason 

for the absence within 24 hours by a written note. A verbal communication from the parent for the 
reason of the absence would also be acceptable. 

• School officials may require medical verification of absences. It is the responsibility of the student to 
make-up work missed because of absences. 

Middle School Attendance Policies and Procedures 
Students must be in attendance for a minimum of 90 percent of the class time to earn a passing grade in 
a middle school course. Students who are absent more than 10 percent of class time may earn a passing 
grade by demonstrating mastery. Mastery is defined as follows: 
• earning a passing grade for the marking period of a “D” for the quarter; and 
• passing the quarterly assessment with a minimum grade of “D”. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

High School Attendance Policies and Procedures 
 

As class participation is an important aspect of curriculum delivery in a traditional classroom, attendance 
will be a factor in demonstrating mastery. Students who are absent from a class more than 10 percent of a 
semester must pass at least one 4.5-week marking period and the semester exam in order to demonstrate 
their knowledge of the subject and to receive credit. This does not apply to virtual or performance-based 
instructional settings. 

If a student is absent more than 10 percent of the entire school year in an EOC Assessment course, the 
student must earn a passing grade in the fourth 4.5 weeks, in order to pass the course. 
 
 

NOTE: Students who do not earn a minimum grade of “D” for the quarter may demonstrate mastery by passing the 
quarterly assessment with a minimum grade of 70% as referenced in the Course Recovery Options for Middle School 
Students section.  The high school attendance policy applies when a middle school student is enrolled in a high school 
credit course. 

NOTE: Parent(s) are to be notified by telephone or by mail when lack of attendance endangers the student's grades. 
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LATE ARRIVALS/TARDINESS POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
Students reporting late to school/class when the day/class period begins are considered tardy. Excessive 
tardiness shall be addressed on a case-by-case basis to determine if there is a pattern of non-attendance. 
Unless excused under the provisions of this policy, accumulated tardiness will be recorded as unexcused 
absences consistent with Florida Statute § 1003.02(1)(b) and SouthTech Board Policy 5.09. 

When a secondary student (Grades 6-12) misses 50 percent or more of the identified instructional class 
period due to late arrival or tardiness, or early dismissal the student shall be considered absent. 

According to SouthTech Board Policy 5.09(3)(a), absence means not being actually present when 
attendance is checked, unless the student arrives within time to be marked "tardy" instead of absent. 
Students may not be counted in attendance while away from the school on a school day unless they are 
engaged in an educational activity, which constitutes part of the school- approved instructional program. 

ABSENCES POLICIES AND PROCEDURES  
 
Excused Absences 
 
Per SouthTech Board Policy 5.09, the following situations/reasons qualify as excused absences: 

· student illness (if a student is continually sick and repeatedly absent from school, he/she must be under 
the supervision of a physician in order to receive an excuse from attendance); 

· medical appointment; 
· death in the family; 

· observance of a religious holiday or service; 

· subpoena by a law enforcement agency or mandatory court appearance; 

· suspension9 (in-school and out-of-school); 
· field trips which are authorized by the principal; and/or 

· other individual student absences beyond the control of the parent or student (as determined and 

approved by the principal/designee. 

 
Unexcused Absences 

An unexcused absence is any absence that does not fall into one of the above excused absence categories. 
School Board Policy 5.09 mandates that each school in the SDPBC determine if an absence or tardiness is 
excused or unexcused according to the criteria established by the School Board within this Policy. 
 
 

 

 

 
9Suspension, in-school and out-of-school, is the temporary removal of the student from his or her regular school program or all classes of 
instruction on public school grounds and ail other school-sponsored activities, except as authorized by the Principal or designee, as 
defined by Florida Statute § 1003.01(5)(a)&(b), and provided for in the Student Code of Conduct, School Board Policy 5.1812 or School 
Board Policy 5.1813. 
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Make-Up Work 
In accordance with School Board Policy 5.09, for excused and unexcused absences, including suspensions, 
the student will be afforded the opportunity to make-up work without academic penalty. For In-School 
Suspensions (ISS), students will receive assignments daily. For Out-of- School Suspensions (OSS), students 
will receive assignments in a timely manner. 
• For excused or unexcused absences, the number of days allowed to make-up work shall be the same as 

the number of days the student was absent. Modifications to the time frame ' should be made at 
secondary schools on block schedule. It is the student's responsibility to contact his or her teacher(s) 
about the make-up assignments and to complete all make-up work in a timely manner. 

 
Students with Section 504 Accommodation Plan Absence Policy 
When a student with an active 504 Accommodation Plan has excessive absences, the student must 
demonstrate mastery.  In each case, the Multi-Disciplinary Team must meet to determine if the absences 
are caused by the disability of record. If the Multi-Disciplinary Team determines that the absences are 
caused by the student's disability, the student's placement must be reevaluated for appropriateness.  
[Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 34 C.F.R. Part 104] 

The Section 504 Accommodation Plan must address any additional accommodations, strategies, and/or 
interventions needed to ensure that the student has an equal opportunity to demonstrate course mastery. 

Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Absence Policy 

In the case of an ESE-eligible student with excessive absences, an IEP Team meeting must be conducted to 
determine whether or not the absences are related to the student's disability. Attendance data shall be 
reviewed and used as one indicator of a student's access to instruction. Refer to State Board of Education 
Rule 6A-6.0331(1)(c),  School Board Policy 5.725, and its referenced Exceptional Student Education Policies 
and Procedures (SP&P) 

If the IEP Team determines that the excessive absences are related to the student's disability, the IEP Team 
must take appropriate action, which may include waiver of the attendance guidelines in determining 
grades, as well as a change of placement. To the maximum extent possible, the student will be educated in 
the least restrictive environment. 

If the IEP Team determines that the student's excessive absences are not related to the student's disability, 
the student is treated the same as a General Education student. 

Hospital/Homebound Services 

If a student is confined to home or a hospital, but is able to participate in and benefit from an instructional 
program, the student may be eligible for a Hospital/Homebound Program. Complete information regarding 
the criteria for a Hospital/Homebound Program can be found in State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03020 
and is available in School Board Policy 5.725; Exceptional Student Education Policies and Procedures (SP&P): 
and State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03411. Additional information is provided by the Department of 
Exceptional Student Education at: http://www.palmbeachschools.org/ese/hh.asp

NOTE: In accordance with Florida Statute 51003.33(2), a student's attendance record may not be used in whole or in part to 
provide an exemption from any academic performance requirements. 
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STUDENT WITHDRAWALS 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) PROCEDURES  
 
Withdrawal During the School Year 
 
A student who leaves before the close of the school term shall receive grades on the report card covering 
the periods in attendance. A student will not meet promotion requirements unless he/she enrolls in 
another school to complete the academic year. The parent(s) of a student who leaves school during the last 
two weeks of the school year must show evidence that the withdrawal is necessary, and the student must 
successfully complete examinations, as appropriate, prior to withdrawal. Principals are authorized to make 
arrangements for the administration of any tests or assessments, as appropriate. 
 
Students Enrolled in High School Credit Courses 
Students enrolled in high school credit courses who leave prior to the last two weeks of any semester will 
not be granted credit in those courses, unless they enroll in another school and complete the course 
requirements including examinations, if applicable. Yet, pursuant to Florida Statute § 1003.4295(3), 
students enrolled in courses with an End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment who have earned a proficient score 
on the assessment will earn course credit through the Credit Acceleration Program (CAP). Principals are 
authorized to make arrangements for the administration of any tests or examinations, as appropriate. 
Principals may determine that the requirements for early withdrawal do not have to be met when 
unusual/extenuating circumstances arise. Student withdrawal must be approved by the school principal. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL (9-12) PROCEDURES 
 
Withdrawal Prior to the Last Two Weeks of the Semester 
Except as stated above as provided by Florida Statute § 1003.4295(3),  students who leave school prior to 
the last two weeks of any semester will not be granted credit unless they enroll in another school and 
complete the course requirements including examinations, if applicable. Principals are authorized to make 
arrangements for the administration of any tests, as appropriate. 

Withdrawal During the Last Two Weeks of the Semester 
 
A student who leaves before the close of the school term shall receive grades on the report card covering 
the periods in attendance. A student will not meet promotion requirements unless he/she enrolls in 
another school to complete the academic year. Students who leave school during the last two weeks of any 
semester must show evidence that the withdrawal is mandatory, and the student must successfully 
complete any necessary examinations, as appropriate, in order to receive course credit. Principals are 
authorized to make arrangements for the administration of examinations, as appropriate. 
 
Principals may determine that the requirements for early withdrawal are not required when 
unusual/extenuating circumstances preclude full compliance by the student. Student withdrawal must be 
approved by the school principal. 
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HOME EDUCATION ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES  

Withdrawal for Enrollment in Home Education Program 
To withdraw a student for enrollment in a Home Education Program, the parent(s) must initiate the 
withdrawal process at the school and notify the School District Superintendent/designee in writing, of the 
intent to establish a Home Education Program for the student. The parent shall submit the Letter of Intent 
to the Home Education Office within 30 days of the establishment of the Home Education Program. Refer 
to the School District's Home Education Office for further information. Parent(s) can also obtain assistance 
by contacting (561) 434-8052. [Florida Statute § 1002.41 & School Board Policy 8.14(3)(4)(5)] 

Home Education correspondence should be mailed to: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School District of Palm Beach County  
Home Education Office  

3308 Forest Hill Boulevard, Suite C-124  
West Palm Beach, FL 33406-5813 

homeed@palmbeachschools.org Fax: (561) 434-
8447 
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CURRICULUM 
 
SouthTech Curriculum Guidelines incorporates the performance standards as defined by the Florida 
Department of Education (FLDOE) Florida Standards (for English Language Arts and Mathematics), Next 
Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS), or Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance 
Learning (ACCEL) options, as applicable. FLDOE course descriptions can be accessed through CPALMS at: 
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/. [State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09401] 

MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) CURRICULUM 
The middle school curriculum includes standards for the following content areas: 
• Arts Education 
• Career Education 
• English Language Arts 
• Mathematics 
• Physical Education 
• Science 
• Social Studies 
• World Languages 
 
In addition, course descriptions or frameworks are provided for each middle school course. These course 
descriptions meet the requirements of State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09412.  District-adopted 
textbooks and/or instructional materials are provided for all middle schools. 

All students in Grades 6-8 must be scheduled for a full school day. All courses are a full school year unless 
otherwise noted. Courses offered conform to District and State requirements.  Advanced middle school 
courses will be awarded a weight of 1.125 on the middle school report card.  This additional weight, 
however, is not a part of a student's high school Grade Point Average (GPA). 

Honors weight (1.125) for high school courses taken by middle school students will be awarded 
accordingly to the Florida Course Code Directory or as determined by the SDPBC. This weighting will 
become part of the student's high school honor point average and cumulative class rank, but will not be 
considered in the meritorious class ranking used to determine valedictorian/salutatorian. 

Courses listed as International Baccalaureate (IB) Middle Years Program (MYP) and International General 
Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) courses can only be taught in approved IB MYP or Cambridge 
Programs. 
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HIGH SCHOOL (9-12) CURRICULUM 
The curriculum includes standards for the following content areas: 
· Arts Education 
· Career Education 
· English Language Arts 
· Mathematics 
· Physical Education 
· Science 
· Social Studies 
· World Languages 

In addition, course descriptions or frameworks are provided for each high school course. These course 
descriptions meet the requirements of State Board of Education Rules 6A-1.09412. District-adopted 
textbooks and/or instructional materials are provided for all high schools. High school credit is not awarded 
for any course not supported by a curriculum description/framework provided by the School District/FLDOE 

High schools offer a wide range of courses in all disciplines. Courses are provided to meet the needs of all 
students. The School District shall provide all courses required for high school graduation and appropriate 
instruction designed to ensure that students meet the State Board of Education adopted standards in the 
following subject areas: reading and other language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, world 
languages, health and physical education, and the arts. [Florida Statute § 1003.42(1)] 

High school courses may be yearlong or semester courses. With the exception of certain Dual Enrollment 
college courses and all courses with EOC Assessments, 0.5 credits are awarded for passing a semester in 
each course.  No credit is awarded solely on the basis of participation in extracurricular activities. 

CURRICULUM FOR SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 

In accordance with State Board of Education Rules 6A-6.0902, 6A-6.0903, 6A-6.0904; 6A- 6.0908, students 
who are identified as English Language Learners (ELLs) must be given equal access to the general curriculum, 
as defined by the SDPBC Curriculum Guidelines. The General Education standards and benchmarks should be 
the basis of their curriculum. ELLs are placed in courses based on need and eligibility, regardless of their 
English language proficiency. The student's Individual ELL Plan documents the instructional strategies 
required, ensuring the student an equal opportunity to master the General Education curriculum. For full 
explanation of services and models, refer to the School District of Palm Beach County's ESOL Procedures 
Manual (Section 2). 
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Refer to State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.09022 for more information on the extension of services 
for ELLs, State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.0903(2) for the requirements for exiting ELLs from ESOL 
Programs, and State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.09031 for post reclassification of ELLs. 
 
Exceptional Student Education (ESE) 
 
Pursuant to School Board Policy 5.725 and State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03028, Individual 
Education Plans (IEPs) for students with disabilities enrolled in an Exceptional Student  Education 
(ESE) Program must specify the specially designed instruction and related services that are 
necessary to meet each student’s unique needs. Refer to School Board Policy 5.725, the Exceptional 
Student Education Policies and Procedures (SP&P) and Florida Statutes §§ 1003.57, 1003.571, and 
1003.5715. 
 
All students must be given access to the general curriculum, as is appropriate, in relation to their 
unique needs and abilities and as delineated on each student's IEP. For the majority of these 
students, the General Education standards should be the basis of their curriculum. For some 
students, modified standards and/or benchmarks in one or more content areas may be more 
appropriate.  
 
In all cases, the IEP Team, which must include the parent(s), makes special program placements and 
educational decisions. The IEP must include a statement of measurable annual goals, including 
benchmarks or short-term objectives related to meeting the student’s needs that result from the 
student’s disability. As appropriate, the IEP should enable the parent(s) and student to be involved 
in determining how the student will be involved/progress in the General Education curriculum, and 
how the student will participate in appropriate activities. The IEP shall also address how each of the 
student’s other educational needs (that result from the student’s disability) will be met. [State 
Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03028(3)(h)2] 
 
The IEP Team must draft benchmarks and short-term objectives for students with disabilities who 
take the alternative assessments aligned to alternative achievement standards. The IEP Team has 
the discretion to also draft benchmarks and short-term objectives for other students with 
disabilities. [State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03028] 
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The IEP may specify whether accommodations11/modifications12 are necessary in the areas of curriculum, 
instruction, and assessment provided that the accommodations/modifications do not include modifications 
to the curriculum descriptions/frameworks or student performance standards. The IEP must be 
implemented as drafted by the IEP Team. The IEP must contain an explanation of the extent, if any, to 
which the student will not participate with non-disabled students in the General Education class. [State 
Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03028(3)(h)2] In compliance with the least restrictive environment mandate, 
a student with a disability may be removed from the General Education environment, only if the nature 
and/or severity of the disability are such that education in General Education classes, with the use of 
supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily, [Exceptional Student Education Policies 
and Procedures (SP&P)] 
 
SouthTech shall establish procedures that provide the opportunity for one or both of the student's parent(s) 
to participate in meetings and decisions concerning the student's IEP. A written notice of the meeting must 
be provided to the parents and must indicate the purpose, time, and location of the meeting, as well as 
whom, by title or position, will be attending. 
 
No later than the first IEP to be in effect when a student turns 14 or younger if determined appropriate by 
the IEP Team, the notice must also indicate that a purpose of the meeting will be identifying transition 
services needs of the student, and that the District will invite the student. [State Board of Education Rule 
6A-6.03028(3)(b)3.4]. 
 
To ensure quality planning for a successful transition of a student with a disability to postsecondary 
education and career opportunities, an IEP Team shall begin the process of, and develop an IEP for, 
identifying the need for transition services before the student with a disability attains the age of 14 years in 
order for the postsecondary goals and career goals to be identified and in place when the student attains 
the age of 16 years. This process must include, but is not limited to: consideration of the student's need for 
instruction in the area of self- determination and self-advocacy to assist the student's active and effective 
participation in an IEP meeting and preparation for the student to graduate from high school with a 
Standard High School Diploma pursuant to Florida State Statute § 1003.4282 with a Scholar Designation 
unless the parent chooses a Merit Designation. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11Accommodations are changes that can be made to the way students learn and how they are tested. They describe changes in format, 
response, setting, timing, or scheduling that do not alter the curriculum or test in any significant way. Accommodations include changes 
made to the environment and/or teacher behavior, which supports a student's learning, such as teaching methods and materials, 
classroom assignments and tests, learning environment, strategies, time demands, and schedules. 

 

 

12Modifications to basic courses shall not include modifications to the curriculum frameworks or student performance standards. 
Modifications to basic or vocational courses may include: increased or decreased instructional time; varied use of methodology; 
special communications systems (which may be used by the teacher or the student); classroom or district test administration 
procedures; and other evaluation procedures (which may be modified, as specified in State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0943) to 
accommodate the student's handicap. (See State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.0312. for course modifications for Exceptional 
Students). 
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Beginning not later than the first IEP to be in effect when the student attains the age of 16 or younger, if 
determined appropriate by the parent and the IEP Team, the IEP must include the following statements that 
must be updated annually: 
 
1. a statement of intent to pursue a Standard High School Diploma and a Scholar or Merit designation, 

pursuant to Florida Statute § 1003.4285 or Special Diploma as determined by the parent; 
 
2. a statement of intent to receive a Standard High School Diploma before the student attains the age of 22 

and a description of how the student will fully meet the requirements in Florida State Statutes § 
1003.4285 or 1003.4282, as applicable, including, but not limited to, a portfolio pursuant to Florida State 
Statute § 1003.4282(10)(b) which meets the criteria specified in State Board of Education Rule. The IEP 
must also specify the outcomes and additional benefits expected by the parent and the IEP Team at the 
time of the student's graduation; and 

 
3. a statement of appropriate measurable long-term postsecondary education and career goals based upon 

age-appropriate transition assessments related to training, education, employment, and if appropriate, 
independent living skills, and the transition services, including courses of study needed to assist the 
student in reaching those goals.  
[Florida Statute §1003.5716]; and  
 

4. any change in the IEP for the goals specified in subsection (2) must be approved by the parent and is 
subject to verification for appropriateness by an independent reviewer selected by the parent as 
provided in Florida Statute § 1003.572; and  
 

5. if a participating agency is responsible for transition services, other than the school district, fails to 
provide the transition services described in the IEP, the school district shall reconvene the IEP team to 
identify alternative strategies to meet the transition objectives for the student that are specified in the 
IEP. However, this does not relieve any participating agency of the responsibility to provide or pay for 
any transition service that the agency would otherwise provide to students with disabilities who meet 
the eligibility criteria of that agency.  

 
With the consent of the parents or a student who has reached the age of majority, the District shall invite a 
representative of any participating agency that may be responsible for providing or paying for transition 
services. Parental consent or the consent of the student who has reached the age of majority must also be 
obtained before personally identifiable information is released to officials of participating agencies 
providing or paying for transition services. [State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03028(3)(c)8] 
 
Public school students with disabilities must be provided the opportunity to meet the graduation 
requirements for a Standard High School Diploma as set forth in Florida Statute § 1003.4282 in accordance 
with the provisions of Florida Statutes 5§ 1003.57 and 1008.22.  Pursuant to Florida Statute § 1003.438, 
certain public school students with disabilities may be awarded a Special Diploma upon high school 
graduation. [Florida Statute § 1002.20(8)] 
 
Programs for students with disabilities are defined by the diploma options identified in each student's 
Individualized Education Plan (IEP). 
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Section 504 Accommodation Plans 
 
A student is eligible for accommodations, under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, if the student is 
determined to have a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activity 
of such student. In addition, a student with either a record of impairment, or who is regarded as having 
impairment, is protected from discrimination under both Section 504 and the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA), as amended by the ADA Amendments Act of 2008, effective January 1, 2009. 
 
A student meets the requirement of being regarded as having impairment by establishing that the student 
has been subjected to a prohibited act because of an actual or perceived physical or mental impairment, 
whether or not the impairment limits or is perceived to limit a major life activity. This provision shall not 
apply to a student's impairments that are transitory and minor. A transitory impairment has an actual or 
expected duration of six months or less. 

A Multi-Disciplinary Team must meet as necessary to determine if an otherwise qualified student's mental 
and/or physical impairment substantially limits one or more of the student's major life activities. 

Major life activities include, but are not limited to, caring for oneself, performing manual tasks, seeing, 
hearing, eating, sleeping, walking, standing, lifting, bending, speaking, breathing, learning, reading, 
concentrating, thinking, communicating, and working. Major life activities also include the operation of a 
major bodily function, including but not limited to, functions of the immune system, normal cell growth, 
digestive, bowel, bladder, neurological, brain, respiratory, circulatory, endocrine, and reproductive 
functions. 

An episodic or in remission impairment is a disability if it would substantially limit a major life activity when 
active. Impairment that substantially limits one major life activity need not limit other major life activities in 
order to be considered a disability. 

The determination of whether the impairment substantially limits a major life activity shall be made without 
regard to the ameliorative effects of mitigating measures such as: 

• medication, medical supplies, equipment or appliances, low-vision devices (which do not include 
ordinary eyeglasses or contact lenses), prosthetics including limbs and devices, hearing aids and 
cochlear implants or other implantable hearing devices, mobility devices, or oxygen therapy equipment 
and supplies; 

• use of assistive technology; 

• reasonable accommodations or auxiliary aids or services; or 

• learned behavioral or adaptive neurological modifications. 

However, the ameliorative effects of the mitigating measures of ordinary eyeglasses or contact lenses 
shall be considered in determining whether the impairment substantially limits a major life activity. 
 



SouthTech Academy Charter Schools Page 30 
 

To ensure compliance for all school decisions made under Section 504 and ADA, two components are 
necessary. First, the parent(s) must always be notified of any meeting scheduled to determine eligibility or 
subsequent meetings to make changes to the Section 504 Accommodation Plan. Secondly, the student's 
Multi-Disciplinary Team must make service, accommodation, and placement decisions. A Section 504 
Accommodation Plan cannot be changed without proper parental notice and a Multi-Disciplinary Team 
Meeting. The individual student's Section 504 Accommodation Plan documents the accommodations 
and/or modifications that are required to ensure that the student has an equal opportunity to access the 
General Education curriculum. [Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 34 C. F. R.   Part 104] 
 
Virtual Instruction 

Florida Statute § 1002.45 authorizes school districts to implement virtual instruction programs through 
district-operated or contracted providers approved by the Florida Department of Education. The SDPBC 
provides multiple options of full-time and part-time K-12 virtual instructional programs. [Florida Statutes §§ 
1002.37, 1001.42(23), State Board Education Rules 6A-6.0980. & 6A-6.0981] 

A student who is a full-time student attending a traditional public school in the SDPBC must have permission 
from his/her school counselor and/or principal/designee to enroll in Virtual Education courses. 

For more information, including the required multiple virtual options, see program descriptions at: 
www.palmbeachvirtual.orR. Student eligibility for participation is determined by Florida Statute § 1002.455, 
and participation requirements are set forth in Florida Statute § 1002.45(6). 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS FOR HIGH SCHOOL  

Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
 
Students at STA participate in Career & Technical Education Programs. Recent legislation and rule revisions 
have substantially changed many of these programs and have mandated placement and productivity 
standards as conditions for continued funding. [Florida Statutes §§ 1003.491 & 1003.492; and State Board 
of Education Rule 6A-6.0573] 
 
It is essential that parents, students, teachers, school counselors, and administrators be aware that 
individual CTE courses do not stand alone, but are part of a planned program of study leading to college and 
career readiness and industry certifications, where applicable. Not all CTE programs or academies are 
offered at all high schools. Students should take advantage of available career planning activities within 
their schools when selecting CTE programs of study. 
To better prepare our students to be college and career ready, the Department of Choice and Career 
Options has developed a solid Career Pathway System. This System includes rigorous Programs of Study to 
provide students with academic preparation, guidance, and career-related knowledge to help them prepare 
for their future career goals. Each program of study includes college credit earning opportunities through 
AP, Dual Enrollment, Gold Standard Statewide Articulation Agreements via industry certifications, as well as 
Articulation Agreements with local post-secondary institutions. 
 
At the core of each Program of Study is a common set of foundational knowledge and skills, which include 
the following: 

• communication; 
• creativity and innovation; 
• critical thinking and problem solving; 
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• global, social, and cultural awareness; and 
• intellectual curiosity. 

Core Credit for Career and Technical Education (CTE) 

A student who completes selected Career and Technical Education (CTE) Industry Certification courses, 
which lead to college credit, may elect to substitute the course for up to two mathematics courses and up 
to one science credit. However, CTE Industry Certification courses may not be substituted for Algebra 1, 
Geometry, or Biology credits. Course code waiver numbers have been added to the Course Code Directory 
(CCD) for student transcript purposes: 

• Industry Certification Mathematics Waiver numbers are 1200998 and 1200999; and 
• Industry Certification Science Waiver number is 2000999. (Refer to Section 5 of the CCD). 

For a listing of applicable industry certifications, please refer to the Statewide Articulation Agreements-
Industry Certification. 

 

 

 

Career Academies 

Students completing CTE programs or academies may receive a Standard High School Diploma or a Special 
Diploma, contingent on all other graduation requirements being met. In addition, students have the 
opportunity to earn one or more of the following: 

• Scholar Diploma Designation 
• Merit Diploma Designation 
• Career Education Program Completion Certificate; 
• Articulated credits through Career Pathways (local and statewide); 
• Dual Enrollment credits; 
• State Licensure, if applicable; and 
• Florida Bright Futures Vocational Gold Seal Scholarship. 

Additional information is available at http://www.palmbeachschools.org/9044ce/lndex.asp.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: Students interested in an applicable mathematics and/or science substitution through an Industry 
Certification, which lead to college credit, should consult with a school counselor regarding college admissions 
criteria utilizing course substitutions. Course substitutions may not count towards State University System 
admissions requirements. 
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Career Education Program Completer Certificate 

A Career Education Program Completer Certificate is awarded to students who successfully complete all 
courses in a CTE Program or Academy, as set forth by the Florida Department of Education (FLDOE) and 
outlined in the District Career and Technical Education Resource Manual which is available on the District's 
CTE website: http://www.palmbeachschools.org/9044ce/index.asp. 

Beginning in middle school, a student can begin a CTE Program of Study that includes proficiency in 
mathematics, communications, science, and a sequence of courses in a CTE Program or Academy, such as 
business, marketing, drafting, computer technologies, culinary, public service, early childhood education, 
and health science occupations, etc. This will provide preparation for careers that will have continued 
growth in the 21st Century. In addition, Articulation Agreements with postsecondary institutions are 
developed to provide students with the opportunity to receive college credit for certain secondary CTE 
courses upon matriculation. [Florida Statute § 1007.22] 

Scholarships are available to eligible students who successfully complete a CTE Program of Study through 
the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program. 

ACADEMICALLY CHALLENGING CURRICULUM TO ENHANCE LEARNING (ACCEL) 

STA provides unique learning opportunities and options for students on various levels of learning.  The 
ACCEL options provide academically challenging curriculum or accelerated instruction to eligible public 
school students in Kindergarten through 12th grade. Eligibility requirements and procedures have been 
established. 

GENERAL ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL ACCEL OPTIONS 

According to Florida Statute § 1002.3105, ACCEL options include, but are not limited to, the following: 

• whole-grade and midyear promotion; 

• subject-matter acceleration; 

• virtual instruction; and 

• Credit Acceleration Program (CAP). 

Additional acceleration options include, but are not limited to, STEM coursework, enrichment programs, 
flexible grouping, advanced academic courses, combined classes, self-paced instruction, curriculum 
compacting, advanced-content instruction, or telescoping curriculum. Parents and students should contact 
the school for acceleration options and eligibility criteria. Schools shall notify parents and students of the 
District's process by which a parent may request student participation in whole-grade promotion, midyear 
promotion, or subject-matter acceleration that would result in the student attending a different school. 

Schools shall advise students and parents to contact the principal at the student's school for information 
related to the school's process by which a parent may request student participation in whole-grade 
promotion, midyear promotion, and subject-matter acceleration when the promotion or acceleration occurs 
within the principal's school; virtual instruction in higher grade level subjects; and any other ACCEL options 
offered by the principal. Schools shall also advise parents to contact the principal at the student's school for 
information related to eligibility requirements for ACCEL options. 
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GENERAL HIGH SCHOOL ACCEL OPTIONS 

According to Florida Statute § 1002.3105, ACCEL options include, but are not limited to, the following: 

• Credit Acceleration Program (CAP); 

• Advanced Placement (AP) Program; 

• Career Academy Courses; and 

• Virtual Courses 

 

CREDIT ACCELERATION PROGRAM (CAP) 

 · The CAP Program allows a student to earn high school credit in courses required for high school 
graduation through passage of an End-of-Course assessment administered under s. 1008.22 (Algebra 1, 
Geometry, Algebra 2, United States History, and Biology 1), an Advanced Placement Examination, or a 
College Level Examination Program (CLEP). 

 · Notwithstanding s. 1003.436, course credit shall be awarded to a student who is not enrolled in the 
course, or who has not completed the course, if the student attains a passing score on the corresponding 
End-of-Course assessment, Advanced Placement Examination, or CLEP. 

 · Students are responsible for all fees associated with CLEP exams. Students who take an Advanced 
Placement exam without being enrolled in the corresponding course are responsible for all fees. 

 
High School Eligibility Criteria for CAP 
 
The School District shall permit a student who is not enrolled in the course, to take the assessment during 
the regular administration of the assessment. Students requesting participation in CAP should take the Palm 
Beach County Diagnostic EOC Assessment. Students who score the equivalent of a predicted Level 3 or 
higher on the Diagnostic EOC Assessment shall be permitted to take the statewide EOC Assessment. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL ACCELERATION REQUIREMENTS 
Subject Area Acceleration (Including Virtual Instruction in Higher Grade Level Subjects) 

For subject area13 acceleration to occur, all of the following indicators must be met: 
1. Recommendation supported by the School Based Team, school counselor, teacher(s) of record 

for the subject area requested, and approval of school principal as noted on the Middle School 
Acceleration Plan and Performance Contract (PBSD 2501). 

2. Student must be in attendance in the school where the ACCEL request is being made for a minimum 
of 30 consecutive school days. If acceleration will result in the student attending a different school, a 
designee from that school should be included in developing the ACCEL Plan. 

3. Student must demonstrate regular attendance and punctuality during the previous nine 
academic months. 

4. Student must demonstrate all "3"s and "4"s in conduct on report card from the previous nine 
academic months. 

5. Student must demonstrate an overall high academic performance by report card ratings of all "A"s in 
subject area(s) requests for acceleration. 

6. Student must demonstrate an overall high academic performance (i.e., the highest level for each 
applicable test) on all standardized tests midyear and end-of-year as applicable, including, but not 
limited to FCAT Reading and Mathematics, End-of-Course (EOC) Assessments and/or the Florida 
State Standards Assessments.  Student must meet all expectations of Characteristics of Proficient 
Learners. A checklist is located on the Middle School Acceleration Plan and Performance Contract 
(PBSD 2501). 

Middle School Requirements 
For whole-grade promotion and/or midyear promotion to occur, all of the following indicators must be 
met: 

1. Acceleration for specific core courses should be considered. 

2. Gifted program eligibility should be considered. 
3. Recommendation supported by School Based Team, school counselor, two of the student's current or 

former core curriculum teachers and approval from the school principal, as noted on the Middle School 
Acceleration Plan and Performance Contract (PBSD 2501). Area Superintendent Recommendation is 
required if there is a change in school. 

4. Student must be in attendance in the school of requested ACCEL for a minimum of 30 
consecutive school days. If acceleration will result in the student attending a different school, a 
designee from that school should be included in developing the ACCEL Plan.  

5. Student must demonstrate regular attendance and punctuality during the previous nine 
academic months. 

6. Student must demonstrate all "3"s and "4"s in conduct on report card from the previous  nine 
academic months. 

7. Student must demonstrate an overall high academic performance by report card ratings of all 
"A"s in all classes (core and elective). 

 
13 Schools should continue to follow the suggested District Mathematics Pathways for placing students in Algebra 1. Schools should continue their current practice and eligibility criteria for placing students in Earth 

Space Science and general high school electives. The ACCEL procedures and plan is not needed for those courses.
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8. Students requesting promotion to Grade 9 must demonstrate an overall high academic performance by 
earning at least four academic high school credits with grades of "A" or "B". High school World 
Language courses may be included. Grade of "A" is required for middle school courses. 

9. Student must demonstrate an overall high academic performance (i.e., the highest level for each 
applicable test) on all standardized tests midyear and end-of-year as applicable, including, but not 
limited to FCAT Reading and Mathematics, EOC Assessments and/or Florida Standards Assessments 
(FSA). Mastery levels must reflect scores in the 9th stanine or equivalent. 

10. Student must meet all expectations of Characteristics of Proficient Learners. Checklist located on the 
Middle School Acceleration Plan and Performance Contract (PBSD 2501). 

High School Requirements 

Whole-year and midyear promotion will be determined by the number of credits needed for the grade 
level, as defined in the High School Grade Classification for Promotion and Retention section. 

RECOMMENDED ASSESSMENTS FOR SUBJECT AREA ACCELERATION 

Elementary and Middle School Assessments (Whole-Grade & Midyear Promotion) 

All available data must be considered. Mastery levels for eligibility reflect scores in the 9th stanine, highest 
level, or equivalent. The following data/assessments must be considered, if available: 
 
• Current available FCAT scores, FSA scores, or comparable statewide standardized assessments 

• Most recent SDPBC diagnostic scores 

• Psycho-educational assessment 

• Midyear and end-of-year assessments, as appropriate for ACCEL request 

• Work samples of products 

PROCEDURES FOR REQUESTING ACCELERATION 
 
Middle School (6-8) Procedures for Requesting Acceleration 

1. Parent submits written request for ACCEL option to the principal. Requests for the next school year 
should be submitted prior to the end of the third quarter. Requests for midyear promotion should be 
submitted prior to the end of the first quarter of the current school year. The principal may also initiate 
student participation in ACCEL. If the principal initiates the student's participation an ACCEL option, the 
parent(s) must be notified. 

2. School principal prescreens initial student eligibility in accordance with acceleration guidelines outlined 
above and refers to SBT. 
 

3. The principal and SBT determine student eligibility in accordance with Acceleration guidelines outlined 
above. 

 
4. The principal and SBT, in conjunction with parent(s) and student, complete the Middle School       
 Acceleration Plan and Performance Contract (PBSD 2501), which includes an Acceleration Plan and 

timeline. 
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5. Once the Plan is implemented, the student's progress will be monitored throughout the first semester of 

acceleration. If at any time during the progress monitoring semester, there are student, teacher, parent, 
or principal concerns, the Plan will be reviewed by the SBT and appropriate placement will be made. Any 
change of placement must be made prior to the end of the first semester of acceleration, before the 
student takes final exams. After successful completion of one semester, the student should remain on 
the accelerated track. 

 
High School (9-12) Procedures for Requesting Acceleration 

To explore acceleration options, the student and parent(s) should contact the school to initiate the process 
of determining the student's eligibility for each option and develop a plan for acceleration, as appropriate. 
Upon notification of student and parent(s) request for acceleration, the school will: 

1. review student achievement and academic performance data to establish eligibility for one or more 
ACCEL options; 
 

2. notify student of eligibility and program requirements; 
 

3. assist the student in meeting timeline and ACCEL option requirements; and 
 

4. develop a schedule to meet student's needs and chosen program. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL CREDITS FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) STUDENTS 

Some high school courses will be offered in middle school. Students in Grades 6-8 who are enrolled in a high 
school credit course, who meet the same attendance requirements met by high school students (see Florida 
Statute § 1003.436) and who successfully complete the course, may earn high school credit. 

Middle school students who take high school courses for credit should be counseled that grades earned in 
those courses will be used in the future to calculate high school Grade Point Average (GPA) and cumulative 
class ranking, and they will remain a part of the student's academic record. However, these credits will not 
be calculated in the meritorious class ranking used to determine valedictorian/salutatorian. 

Students who take a high school credit course will be considered dually enrolled in both middle and high 
school and the credit earned will satisfy the middle school course requirement for the appropriate grade 
level and will allow the student to acquire high school credit as well. High school rules apply for grading and 
attendance. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

MATHEMATICS NOTE: Three of the four mathematics credits required for graduation must be earned in Grades      
9- 12 unless conditions listed under number 2 of the Mathematics Requirements for Four-Year 24-Credit Option 
section are met. 

SCIENCE NOTE: The 1.0 credit in physical science requirement may be met prior to high school; however, three 
additional science credits (Biology 1 and two equally rigorous courses) will be required in Grades 9-12. 
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High School Mathematics Requirements for Middle School (6-8) Students 

Middle school students who have successfully completed a high school mathematics course will earn high 
school credit and that credit will count as one of the four mathematics credits that must be earned in 
Grades 9-12. To earn high school credit for Algebra 1, a middle school student must take the Algebra 1 EOC 
assessment and pass the course.  A middle school student's performance on the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment 
constitutes 30 percent of the student's final course grade.  Middle school students who do not take the 
Algebra 1 EOC Assessment will receive and “F” in the course.  After the student makes up the EOC, the final 
grade will be recalculated. [Florida Statute §1003.4156] 

Middle school students enrolled in high school Geometry or Algebra 2 must take the corresponding EOC 
Assessment, which constitutes 30 percent of the student's final course grade, and earn a passing grade in 
the course. Middle school students must meet satisfactory performance or earn a Level 3 or higher on the 
EOC Assessment in order to earn a Standard High School Diploma Scholar Designation. Middle school 
students who do not take the EOC Assessment will receive an “F” in the course.  After the student makes up 
the EOC, the final grade will be recalculated. [Florida Statute § 1003.4156, 1003.4282(3)(b), 
1003.4285(1)(a)] 

The requirements for out-of-country, out-of-state, private school, or Home Education Program students 
who transfer into a Florida public school with a transcript that indicates Algebra 1 course credit, must meet 
satisfactory performance or earn a Level 3 or higher on the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment in order to earn a 
Standard Diploma unless the student met one of the following requirements: 

• earned a satisfactory score on an approved statewide assessment in Algebra 1 administered by the 
transferring entity; or 

• earned a satisfactory score on an approved statewide mathematics assessment the transferring entity 
used to satisfy the requirements of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (20 U.S.C. s. 6301). 
[Florida Statute § 1003.4282] 

 
If a transfer student's transcript shows a final course grade and credit in Geometry or Algebra 2, the 
transferring final grade and credit must be honored without the student taking the requisite EOC 
Assessment and without the results constituting 30 percent of the student's final course grade. However, a 
student must earn a proficient score on the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment in order to earn a Standard Diploma. 
To qualify for a Scholar Diploma designation, the student must earn a proficient score on the EOC 
Assessment in Geometry (2014-2015 Grade 9 cohort and forward), and Algebra 2 (2014-2015 Grade 9 
cohort and forward). [Florida Statutes §§ 1003.4282 & 1003.4285(1)(a)] 

 

 

 

COURSES TAKEN THROUGH NON-DISTRICT EDUCATIONAL PROVIDERS 

 Students who participate in enrichment programs will not receive school credit. Courses taken through 
other educational providers will be awarded credit, so long as the provider is accredited by AdvancED®. All 
courses must be preapproved by a school designee. For rules pertaining to transfer students, refer to State 
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Board of Education Rule 6A-109941. 

CREDIT BY EXAMINATION  

Credit by examination shall be the program through which postsecondary credit is earned by secondary 
students based on the receipt of a specified minimum score on nationally standardized general or subject 
area examinations. [Florida Statute §1007.27(6)]  

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) 
Advanced Placement (AP) is the enrollment of an eligible secondary student in a course offered by the 
Advanced Placement Program administered by the College Board. Postsecondary credit may be awarded to 
students who score a minimum of three on a five-point scale on the corresponding postsecondary 
institution AP Exam. Students shall be exempt from any fees for administration of the examination, 
regardless of whether or not the student achieves a passing score on the examination. [Florida Statute 
§1007.27(5)] 

DUAL ENROLLMENT PROGRAM 
The Dual Enrollment Program is the enrollment of an eligible secondary student or Home Education 
student in a postsecondary course creditable toward high school completion and a career and technical 
certificate or an Associate or Baccalaureate Degree. [Florida Statute §1007.271] 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1007.23(5), a Dual Enrollment Articulation Committee made up of the 
SDPBC, Palm Beach State College, and Florida Atlantic University personnel, as applicable, establishes rules, 
regulations, and policies of Dual Enrollment. 

The Dual Enrollment Program provides an opportunity for students to simultaneously earn high school and 
college credit. Course credit earned in college-level courses shall be counted as college-level credit and 
may also be used to meet high school academic unit credit. Dual Enrollment credit can be earned at Palm 
Beach State College.   Course credit earned in these courses with a grade of "C" or better, shall transfer as 
college-level credit to a state college/university in Florida. College credit is transferable to other colleges 
according to the individual college guidelines and requirements. Where sufficient numbers of qualified 
students have been identified, a college course may be offered at the local high school. 

Some college courses equate to a 0.5 high school credit, while others equal one credit. All Dual Enrollment 
grades shall receive the same weight as an Advanced Placement (AP) course.  The Dual Enrollment 
Articulation Agreement lists Dual Enrollment courses and credits meeting specific subject area credit 
toward graduation. College courses equivalent to less than three credit hours do not qualify for high school 
credit. Certain Dual Enrollment courses may be used to satisfy specific required courses for graduation. 
(See the Florida Department of Education's Dual Enrollment Equivalency List at: 
http://www.fldoe.org/poiicv/articulation/dual-enrollment-agreements.stml. 

 
Students must meet the following requirements and conditions, as stated in the Dual Enrollment 
Articulation Agreements, in order to be eligible for participation in the Dual Enrollment Program: 
1. Students must be enrolled in Grades 6-12). Students in grades 6-9 must have earned four high school 

redits with at least a 3.0 GPA, two of which must be an English Language Arts and a mathematics 
course.  Grade 10 includes the summer upon completion of grade 9. 
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2. Students must have a minimum 3.0 GPA for all courses except career/technical courses, for which a 
minimum 2.0 GPA is required. [Florida Statute § 1007.271(3)] 

3. Students must earn college ready scores on either the SAT, ACT, Postsecondary Education Readiness 
Test (P.E.R.T.) or Florida College Entry-Level Placement Test (FCELPT), as specified in the Dual 
Enrollment Articulation Agreement. Students must earn college ready scores on all sections of the 
above named tests, as specified in the Dual Enrollment Articulation Agreement, to enroll in any course 
except career/technical courses at Palm Beach State College. 

4. Students enrolling in a career/technical course must earn passing scores on the Test of Adult Basic 
Education (TABE) required by the individual vocational program. 

5. Students must limit enrollment to no more than eight total college credit hours per semester, regardless 
of the number of institutions they attend (per Dual Enrollment Articulation Agreement). 

6. Students are limited to earning a maximum of sixty credit hours through dual enrollment.   

7. Students are only eligible for undergraduate courses. 

8. Students must contact the school counseling office to begin the Dual Enrollment application process. 
9. Students must receive approval of the high school principal/designee. 

10. Students must adhere to the Dual Enrollment Agreement Guidelines set up by the school. Participation 
in Dual Enrollment is subject to the school's schedule. 

11. Students must satisfy any course prerequisites. 

12. The college/university must have space available in the requested course. 

13. Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA [Florida Statute § 1007.271(3)] per semester 
and earn a grade of "C" or better in any college-level course, in order to continue in the Dual Enrollment 
Program. A student will no longer be eligible for the Dual Enrollment Program if he/she earns a grade of 
"D", "F" or "W" These grades will be reflected on the high school and college transcripts. 

14. Seniors are eligible for dual enrollment courses through the spring semester of their senior year, and 
may NOT take summer dual enrollment courses regardless of their graduation date. 
 

Students may not enroll in vocational-preparatory instruction, college-preparatory instruction, and other 
forms of pre-collegiate instruction, or physical education courses that focus on the physical execution of a 
skill, rather than the intellectual attributes of the activity. [Florida Statute §1007.271(7)] 

Career and Technical Dual Enrollment courses shall be available for students seeking a degree or certificate 
from a complete job preparatory program, but shall not sustain student enrollment in isolated career and 
technical courses. [Florida Statute §1007.271(4)] 

Career Dual Enrollment shall be provided as a curricular option for secondary students to pursue in order to 
earn a series of elective credits toward the high school diploma. It is the intent of the legislature that Career 
Dual Enrollment provides a comprehensive academic and Career Dual Enrollment Program within the career 
center or community college. [Florida Statute §1007.271(41(21)] 

 

Per Florida Statute § 1007.271(2)(10)(11)(16), there are no tuition, registration, laboratory fees, or textbook 
costs to students participating in either the Advanced Placement (AP) Program or the Dual Enrollment 
Program. Students are responsible for textbooks that must be returned to the vendor. Fees will be charged 
to students who lose or damage textbooks. Students will be responsible for parking permits, identification 
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card fees, late fees, library fees, special course fees, etc. or other course-related materials. 

A student may attempt a single course, a maximum of three times, during their college career in a Florida 
postsecondary educational facility. These three attempts include withdrawals. A student, who requires less 
than six credits, in order to graduate, may opt to complete all needed credits through the School District's 
Dual Enrollment Program, if eligible. This student does not need to enroll in a full schedule, of at least six 
courses, through the high school. However, if a student enrolls in a high school course on the high school 
campus, the student will be required to enroll in six courses or eight courses in schools on a four-by-four 
block schedule. Students may not dually enroll if they will graduate prior to the end of the postsecondary 
course. The student may apply to the postsecondary institution and pay the required registration, tuition, 
and fees, if the student meets the postsecondary institution's admissions requirements. [Florida Statute § 
1007.271(2) & Florida Counseling for Future Education Handbook] 
 
 
Enrollment in Schools without Dual Enrollment Agreements 
 With principal’s permission, students may dual enroll in colleges or universities other than those that have 
Dual Enrollment Agreements with the SDPBC. Students must adhere to the Dual Enrollment Agreement 
Guidelines set up by the school. Participation in Dual Enrollment is subject to the school’s schedule. Students 
must meet the Dual Enrollment eligibility criteria set forth by the District. The parent(s) and/or student will 
be responsible for payment of fees and instructional materials. Excluding the required fees, all other rights 
and privileges will be afforded these students as those under Dual Enrollment Agreements (Dual Enrollment 
Articulation Agreement SDPBC Student Progression Plan 2016-2017 Page 67 between the School District, 
Palm Beach State College, and Florida Atlantic University). All courses that are not on the Dual Enrollment 
Course Equivalency List will be awarded a 0.5 elective credit. (Refer to Dual Enrollment Equivalency List at: 
http://www.fldoe.org/policy/articulation/1516dual-enrollment-agreements.stml)
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PROMOTION AND RETENTION 

No student may be assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other factors that constitute social 
promotion or administrative placement, as referenced in Florida Statute § 1008.25(6)(a). No student may 
be retained solely on the basis of standardized assessments. Students shall meet the appropriate 
performance levels for Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) or Florida Standards, as set forth 
in State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09401. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) REQUIREMENTS FOR PROMOTION AND RETENTION 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.4156, promotion from a school composed of middle 
Grades 6-8 requires that the student must successfully complete academic courses as follows: 

Middle School English Language Arts (ELA) Requirements 

• A student must successfully complete three middle school or higher courses in English Language Arts 
(ELA). 

Middle School Mathematics Requirements 

1. Students must successfully complete three middle school or higher courses in mathematics. Each middle 
school must offer at least one high school level mathematics course for which students may earn high 
school credit.  
2. In accordance with Florida Statutes §§ 1008.22(3)(b) (1) and 1003.4156(1)(b), middle school students 
who have successfully completed a high school mathematics course will earn high school credit and that 
credit will count as one of the four mathematics credits that must be earned in grades 9-12. To earn high 
school credit for Algebra 1, Geometry, and/or Algebra 2, a middle school student must take the 
corresponding EOC Assessment and pass the course. A middle school student’s performance on the EOC 
Assessment will constitute 30 percent of the student’s final course grade. Middle school students who do 
not take the EOC Assessment will receive an “F” in the course. After the student makes-up the EOC, the 
final grade will be recalculated.  
3. Students are required to meet satisfactory performance or earn a Level 3 or higher on the Algebra 1 EOC 
Assessment in order to earn a Standard High School Diploma. Students must meet satisfactory performance 
or earn a Level 3 or higher on the Geometry EOC Assessment and the Algebra 2 EOC Assessment in order to 
earn a Standard High School Diploma Scholar Designation. [Florida Statute § 1003.4156] 
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Social Studies Middle School Requirements 

• A student must successfully complete three middle school or higher courses in social studies. 

 
 
 
 
 

· Students who transfer into STP may substitute social studies units earned at their previous school 
for M/J World History and/or M/J United States History if the units are deemed acceptable per the 
district accreditation policy.  

· Beginning with students entering 6th grade in the 2012-2013 school year, per Florida Statute § 
1003.4156(1)(c), one of the courses must be at least a one semester civics education course that a 
student successfully completes and that includes: o the roles and responsibilities of federal, state, 
and local governments; o the structures and functions of the legislative, executive, and judicial 
branches of government; and o the meaning and significance of historic documents, such as the 
Articles of Confederation, the Declaration of Independence, and the Constitution of the United 
States. 

· Transfer students who completed a social studies course at their previous school may have that 
course evaluated to determine if it meets the criteria listed above to count as a civics education 
course.  

· Each student's performance on the statewide, EOC Assessment in civics education constitutes 30 
percent of the student's final course grade. Middle school students who do not take the Civics EOC 
Assessment will receive an “F” in the course. After the student makes-up the EOC, the final grade 
will be recalculated. (Refer to Florida Statute § 1008.22.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All students enroll in and completing any of the following courses must take the Civics EOC Assessment: 
 
2106010 
2106015 
2106016 
2106020 
2106025 
2106026 
2100045 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Middle School Social Studies Courses 
Grade 6 - M/J World History (not World Geography) 
Grade 7 - M/J Civics and Career Planning 
Grade 8 - M/J United States History 

NOTE: A middle school student who transfers into the State's public school system from out of country, out-of- 
state, a private school/or a home education program after the beginning of the second term of 8th grade is not 
required to meet the civics education requirement for promotion from the middle grades if the student's 
transcript documents passage of three courses in social studies or two year-long courses in social studies that 
include coverage of civics education. [Florida Statute § 51003.4156(1)(c)] 
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Science Middle School Requirements 
• Per Florida Statute § 1003.4156(1)(d), a student must successfully complete three middle school or 

higher courses in science. Successful completion of a high school level Biology 1 course is not 
contingent on the student's performance on the EOC Assessment. 
• All students enrolled in Biology 1 must take the Biology 1 EOC Assessment, which constitutes 30 
percent of the student's final course grade, and earn a passing grade in the course.  Middle school 
students who do not take the Biology 1 EOC Assessment will receive an “F” in the course.  After the 
students make up the EOC, the final grade will be recalculated. [Florida Statute § 1008.22(3)(bH2)].  

 
 
CAREER AND EDUCATION PLANNING REQUIREMENTS 
 
A student must complete one course in career and education planning, which is generally offered in the 7th 
grade. At a minimum, the course must be Internet-based, easy to use, and customizable to each student 
and include research-based assessments to assist students in determining educational and career options 
and goals. The course may be taught by any member of the instructional staff; must result in a completed 
personalized Academic and Career Plan for the student; must emphasize the importance of 
entrepreneurship skills; and must emphasize technology or the application of technology in career fields; 
and must include information from the Department of Economic Opportunity’s economic security report as 
described in Florida Statute § 445.07. 
 
The required personalized Academic and Career Plan must inform students of high school graduation 
requirements, including a detailed explanation of the diploma designation options provided under Florida 
Statute § 1003.4285, high school assessment and college entrance test requirements; Florida Bright Futures 
Scholarship Program requirements; state university and Florida College System institution admission 
requirements; available opportunities to earn college credit in high school, including Advanced Placement 
(AP) courses; the International Baccalaureate (IB) Program; the Advanced International Certificate of 
Education (AICE) Program; Dual Enrollment, including career dual enrollment; and career education 
courses, including career-themed courses and courses that lead to industry certification. 
 
Each school must inform parent(s) about the course curriculum and activities. Each student must complete 
a personalized Academic and Career Plan, which must be signed by the student and the student's parent. 
[Florida Statute § 1003.4156(1)(e)] 
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Suggested Enrollment for Grade 6 
 

Students are required to enroll in each of the following courses Duration 

Intensive Reading* (based on FY16 FSA 2.0 Level 1 or Level 2, Reading Plus 
Benchmark Assessment data, FY16 Winter Diagnostic data, and/or teacher input) 
Certain students may be serviced through specific content area classes with 
appropriately certified/designated/endorsed teachers. Refer to the K-12 
Comprehensive Reading Plan for specific details.  
Note: Assignment of ESE students with a disability and ELLs who participate in 
statewide assessments will be determined by the appropriate Multi-Disciplinary 
Team. 

As long as needed 

Language Arts 1 year 
Science 1 year 
Mathematics** 1 year 
World History 1 year 
Physical Education***(includes dance classes) 1 semester 
Electives (various courses/subject areas) As offered by each school 

*Florida Statute § 1008.25 mandates that intensive academic assistance be provided for any student who 
demonstrates substantially deficient skills in reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science. 
**Mathematics remediation, if required, may be provided within the Mathematics class. 
*** The physical education requirement shall be waived for a student who meets the criteria outlined in 
Florida Statute § 1003.455. Refer to Physical Education Requirement, Parental Notification and Waiver for 
Elementary and Middle School Students Form (PBSD 2301). 
 
 
Suggested Enrollment for Grade 7 
 

 

*Florida Statute § 1008.25 mandates that intensive academic assistance be provided for any student who demonstrates substantially 
deficient skills in reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science. 
**Mathematics remediation, if required, may be provided within the Mathematics class. 
***The physical education requirement shall be waived for a student who meets the criteria outlined in Florida Statute § 1003.455. Refer 
to Physical Education Requirement, Parental Notification and Waiver for Elementary and Middle School Students (PBSD 2301). 
 
 

Students are required to enroll in each of the following courses Duration 

Intensive Reading* (based on FY16 FSA Level 1 or Level 2, Reading Plus Benchmark 
Assessment data, FY16 Winter Diagnostic data, and/or teacher input) Certain students may 
be serviced through specific content area classes with appropriately 
certified/designated/endorsed teachers. Refer to the K-12 Comprehensive Reading Plan for 
specific details. 
Note: Assignment of ESE students with a disability and ELLs who participate in statewide 
assessments will be determined by the appropriate Multi-Disciplinary Team. 

As long as needed 

Language Arts 1 year 

Science 1 year 

Mathematics** 1 year 

Civics and Career and Education Planning14 1 year 

Physical Education*** (includes dance classes) 1 semester 

Electives (various courses/subject areas) As offered by each school 
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Suggested Enrollment for Grade 8 
 

 

 
*Florida Statute § 1008.25 mandates that intensive academic assistance be provided for any student who demonstrates substantially 
deficient skills in reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science. 
**Mathematics remediation, if required, may be provided within the mathematics class. 
***The physical education requirement shall be waived for a student who meets the criteria outlined in Florida Statute 5 1003.455. Refer 
to Physical Education Requirement Parental Notification and Waiver for Elementary and Middle School Students (PBSD 2301). 
 
 
14 In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.4156(1)(e), at a minimum, the Career and Education Planning course must be Internet-based, 

easy to use, and customizable to each student and include research-based assessments to assist students in determining educational 
and career options and goals. In addition, the course must result in a completed personalized academic and career plan for the student; 
must emphasize the importance of entrepreneurship skills; must emphasize technology or the application of technology in career fields. 

 

Course descriptions meet the requirements of State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09412 and this 
curriculum meets the student performance standards in State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09401.  See 
Florida Statute § 1003.4156 and State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.054(2). 
 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) PROMOTION AND RETENTION 
 
Students who successfully complete the required courses in each grade must be promoted to the next 
grade level. 
 
Conditional Promotion to Grade 7 and/or Grade 8 

1. If a student fails one core course, the student should be conditionally promoted. The student must pass 
the failed course in a recovery program during the summer or the next school year. 

2. If a student fails two core courses, the student may be conditionally promoted upon passing one core 
course in a recovery program during the summer and taking one course during the following school 
year. 

3. If a student fails three core courses, the student will be retained at the same grade level or will be 
conditionally promoted upon passing two courses in a recovery program during the summer and taking 
one course during the following school year. 

4. If a student fails more than three core courses, the student will be retained. 

Students are required to enroll in each of the following courses Duration 

Intensive Reading* (based on FY16 FSA Level 1 or Level 2, Reading Plus Benchmark 
Assessment data, FY16 Winter Diagnostic data, and/or teacher input) Certain students may 
be serviced through specific content area classes with appropriately 
certified/designated/endorsed teachers. Refer to the K-12 Comprehensive Reading Plan for 
specific details.  
Note: Assignment of ESE students with a disability and ELLs who participate in statewide 
assessments will be determined by the appropriate Multi-Disciplinary Team. 

As long as needed 

Language Arts 1 year 
Science 1 year 
Mathematics-M/J Pre-Algebra; Algebra 1 Honors; Geometry Honors** 1 year 
United States History 1 year 
Physical Education (includes dance classes) *** 1 semester 

Electives (various courses/subject areas) As offered by each school 
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5. A retained student should not repeat a course he/she has already passed. The student may enroll in the 
next sequential course. This may result in the student being promoted during the school year. 

6. Promotion in extraordinary circumstances: The Superintendent, upon recommendation by the Area 
Superintendent and the principal, may promote a student based upon extraordinary circumstances, 
which impacted the student's performance. This cannot be used to promote a student from 8th grade to 
9th grade. 

Course Recovery Options for Middle School Students 

1. Middle School Course Recovery Program (MSCR) 
2. Virtual School 
3. Tutoring services before or after school concurrently with the course to be used as evidence of 

demonstrating proficiency in skills taught during the previous terms. 
4. Benchmark assessments: Florida Standards Quizzes (FSQs) and Unit Standards Assessments (USAs) for 

ELA and Mathematics, and Next Generation Standards Quizzes (NGSQs) and USAs for Civics and 8th 
grade science can be used to demonstrate mastery for a marking period. Winter Diagnostics Reports 
using the taught standards/benchmarks can be used to demonstrate mastery of the content of first 
and/or second quarters. 

5. Nine-Week exams: Students may take a nine-week exam. Students must complete with 70 percent 
proficiency before recovery status is awarded. 

6. Florida Standards Assessment (FSA)/State Science Assessment/Civics EOC: Students who score proficient 
or above can receive credit for a recovered course based on demonstration of grade level skills as 
indicated by the statewide standardized assessment score. 

7. Florida Alternative Assessment (FAA): Students who score proficient or above can receive credit for a 
recovered course based on demonstration of grade level skills as indicated by the FAA score. 
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Promotion to Grade 9 
In order to be promoted to Grade 9, students must meet the following requirements: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* The Career and Education Planning course is provided through Civics in Grade 7.  
Refer to specific course requirements at the beginning of this section. 

 
 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL INTERVENTIONS 
8.5 Placement Option (Only Students in Grade 8) 
Assignment into an 8.5 Program, when available and appropriate, will be at a SDPBC alternative education 
high school. 
Before being promoted to Grade 9, a student assigned to an 8.5 Program must complete a program of 
remediation in the content areas failed during the previous school year. Students must demonstrate that 
remediation is complete by earning passing grades on school-based assessments in the failed content areas.  
Students will be enrolled in high school credit courses to complete their middle school promotion 
requirements. 
 

CONSIDERATIONS FOR SPECIAL PROGRAM STUDENTS 
The following sections address the considerations for Exceptional Student Education (ESE) students, 
students with a Section 504 Accommodation Plan, and English Language Learner (ELL) students that do 
not meet the mandatory retention criteria. 

English Language Learners (ELLs) 
In accordance with State Board of Education Rules 6A-6.0902, 6A-6.0903, 6A-6.0904, and 6A-1.09432(6) a 
student identified as an ELL must meet the District levels of performance, as indicated on the Student 
Progression charts. The SDPBC Plan for Services to English Language Learners (ELLs) is located at: 
http://www.palmbeachschools.org/multicultural/ELLPlan.asp. 
 
Promotion for an ELL shall be based on the student's academic performance, regardless of the 
level of English Language proficiency. ELLs must demonstrate literacy skills on grade level in 
either English or their native language. ELLs may not be retained if they are substantially below 
grade level in reading in English, but can demonstrate grade level literacy skills in their native 
language. Retention of an ELL requires the review and recommendation of the ELL Committee 
and may not be based solely on lack of English proficiency, demonstration of grade level 
content knowledge in English, or on a score on any single assessment instrument. 
 

Subject Number of Courses Passed 

English Language Arts 3 

Mathematics 3 

Science 3 

Social Studies 3 

Career and Education Planning* 1 

Note: Promotion to high school is contingent on meeting the requirements above. 
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An ELL Committee must meet to determine whether an ELL should be retained with documentation on 
the English Language Learner (ELL) Report (PBSD 1512).  

An ELL is required to meet student performance standards for the appropriate grade level. However, ELLs 
who have been in approved English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Program for less than two 
complete school years should not be accountable to demonstrate the standards in English. The Consent 
Decree and Title III requirement is to measure the student's ability toward attainment of the standards, 
regardless of whether that ability is demonstrated in English or the student's home language. 

Exceptional Student Education (ESE) 

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA) requires that the IEP for each 
child with a disability include a statement of measurable annual goals, including academic and functional 
goals. The IEP must meet the student’s needs that result from the disability to enable the child to be 
involved in and make progress in the General Education curriculum. Refer to School Board Policy 5.725 and 
Exceptional Student Education Policies and Procedures (SP&P). 

A student who is enrolled in Exceptional Student Education (ESE) must meet the School District’s 
performance standards, unless the student’s demonstrated significant cognitive ability prevents the student 
from completing required class work and achieving the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS), 
Language Arts Florida Standards (LAFS), or Mathematics Florida Standards (MAFS), even with appropriate 
and allowable class work modifications and the IEP specifies that the student is working on Florida 
Standards Access Points.  

When a student with a disability is determined to be performing below grade level in reading, writing, 
mathematics, and/or science, the IEP Team shall be convened to review the IEP. The student’s IEP must 
address all of the student’s educational needs, including the student's below grade level performance. The 
IEP Team may recommend a Progress Monitoring Plan (PMP) to address the student’s educational need in 
reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science. 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.25(1), it is the responsibility of the School Board and School 
District administration to provide all students with effective instructional and remedial programs that 
monitor progress, promote continuous achievement, and make provisions for individual differences. With 
respect to Students with Disabilities, the School Board and School District administration have additional 
responsibilities, as set forth below.  

The IDEA requires the School District to provide a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) to any individual 
child with a disability who needs special education and related services, even though the child has not failed 
or been retained in a course or grade, and is advancing from grade to grade [34 C.F.R. § 300.101(c)(1)].  

State law requires that Students with Disabilities, who are included in the General Education curriculum 
must meet School District and/or State levels of performance for student progression; unless the student’s 
IEP Team determined that the student should follow the Florida Standards Access Points modified 
curriculum aligned with ESE course requirements and benchmarks.  

State law prohibits social promotion for any public school student, including Students with Diabilities. Social 
promotion occurs when a student is promoted based on factors other than the student achieving School 
District and State levels of performance for student progression. In accordance with Florida Statute § 
1008.25(6)(a), no student may be assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other factors that 
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constitute social promotion. 

 
 
 

Active Section 504 Accommodation Plans 
As outlined in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,34 C. F. R. Part 104, a student's Section 504 
Accommodation Plan documents each of the accommodations required to ensure the student receives a 
Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) and has an equal opportunity to access the General Education 
curriculum in the least restrictive environment. If a Section 504 Team decides to make any alteration to the 
delivery of instruction or student assignments for a student with an active Section 504 Accommodation Plan, 
such alteration must be documented in the student's Section 504 Accommodation Plan. A parent of a 
student with an active Section 504 Accommodation Plan must be notified of any proposed changes to the 
Plan. In addition, a parent must be given the opportunity to provide input on decisions made by the 504 
Team. 

A student with an active Section 504 Accommodation Plan must meet the School District's levels of 
performance. Parent(s) must be notified if a student with a Plan is being considered for retention. The 
Team must determine if the reason(s) for retention is/are caused by the disability of record on the active 
Section 504 Accommodation Plan. If the Team determines that the below grade level performance is 
caused by the disability, the student's placement must be re-evaluated. 

The re-evaluation must include a review of the student's records, the student's intellectual and academic 
abilities, and other pertinent information provided by the student's teachers. Comprehensive 
documentation regarding student placement must be provided each time re- evaluation occurs. 

If the Team determines that the below grade level performance is not caused by the disability, the 
student is treated in the same manner as any General Education student. 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADE CLASSIFICATION FOR PROMOTION AND RETENTION 
The following requirements are used to determine grade classification to the next grade level. At the end 
of the school year, students will be promoted as follows: 
• 9th grade students will be promoted to 10th grade; 
• 10th grade students will be promoted to 11th grade; 
• 11th grade students will be promoted to 12th grade; and 
• 12th grade students who do not meet graduation requirements will be retained in 12th grade. 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Students are required to satisfy the graduation requirements in effect at the time the student first enters 
Grade 9, regardless of the date the student graduates, unless the requirements change for the entire 
class, or unless requirements are changed for all students by Florida Statute.  

Schools shall provide parent(s) with information concerning all graduation options, including the 
respective curriculum requirements for those options, so that the students and their parent(s) may 
select the program that best fits their needs. 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS FOR A STANDARD DIPLOMA 
Assessments for Standard Diploma 
In order to receive a Standard Diploma, students must achieve proficient scores on the required statewide 
assessments or meet the concordant subject area test score on a State Board of Education approved 
alternate assessment. They must also satisfy student performance standards for each course in Grades 9-12 
for which credit toward graduation is awarded. As for students with a disability, see below as to the criteria 
for waivers from this graduation requirement. [Florida Statutes §§ 1008.22(3), 1003.438, State Board of 
Education Rules 6A-1.0995, & 6A-1.09961] 

Students must meet satisfactory performance or earn a Level 3 or higher on the Grade 10 FSA ELA.  A 
student may satisfy the Grade 10 FSA ELA requirement by achieving an equivalent or concordant score on 
an alternate assessment, the ACT, or SAT.   

Students must meet satisfactory performance or earn a Level 3 or higher score on the Algebra 1 End-of-
Course (EOC) Assessment or subsequently thereafter meet the comparative score of 97 on the 
Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (P.E.R.T.). 

A student may satisfy the FCAT 2.0 Reading requirement by achieving an equivalent or concordant score on 
an alternate assessment, the ACT, or SAT. 

The concordant/comparative scores for ACT, SAT, and P.E.R.T. updates are located at: 
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7764/urlt/GradRequireFSA.pdf 

Students who have met all of the requirements for the Standard High School Diploma, except for earning a 
proficient score on the FCAT 2.0 Reading/FSA ELA/Algebra 1 EOC Assessment or an alternate assessment by 
the end of 12th grade, must be given the opportunity to participate in an accelerated High School 
Equivalency Diploma Preparation Program. This should include FCAT 2.0 Reading/FSA ELA/Algebra 1 EOC 
Assessment remediation and High School Equivalency Examination preparation. Students must also be 
allowed to take a college placement test and be admitted to remedial or credit courses at a state 
community college or participate in an adult general education program. [Florida Statute § 1003.433(2)] 
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Statewide Standardized Assessment Waivers for Students with Disabilities 

Section 1008.22(3)(c)2., F.S., states that students with disabilities can be eligible for a waiver of statewide, 
standardized assessment results for the purpose of receiving a course grade or a standard diploma. This 
includes the Florida Standards Assessment, all end-of-course assessments and the Florida Standards 
Alternative Assessment.  

In accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), students with disabilities may 
receive services through the public school system through age 21 (i.e., until their 22nd birthday or, at the 
option of the School District, the end of the semester or school year in which the student turns age 22) or 
until they graduate with a Standard Diploma, whichever occurs first. 

 In order for the general assessment graduation requirement to be waived, the IEP Team must meet to 
determine whether or not the state standardized assessment can accurately measure the student’s 
abilities, taking into consideration allowable accommodations. 

Statewide Standardized Assessment Waiver Eligibility Criteria for Students with 
Disabilities  

Assessment results may be waived under special circumstances for students with disabilities for the 
purpose of receiving a course grade a standard high school diploma. Specific requirements regarding the 
waiver process are found in s. 1008.22(3)(c)2., F.S. To be considered for a statewide, standardized 
assessment results waiver, the following criteria must be met:  

1. The student must be identified as a student with a disability, as defined in s. 1007.02, F.S.: The term 
“student with a disability” means a student who is documented as having an intellectual disability; a 
hearing impairment, including deafness; a speech or language impairment; a visual impairment, 
including blindness; an emotional or behavioral disability; an orthopedic or other health impairment; 
an autism spectrum disorder; a traumatic brain injury; or a specific learning disability, including, but not 
limited to, dyslexia, dyscalculia, or developmental aphasia.  

2. The student must have an individual educational plan (IEP).  
3. The student must have taken the statewide, standardized assessment with appropriate allowable 

accommodations at least once. 
4. In accordance with s. 1008.22(3)(c)2., F.S., the IEP team must make a determination of whether a 

statewide standardized assessment accurately measures the student’s abilities, taking into 
consideration all allowable accommodations for students with disabilities.  

The IEP team may meet at any time to: 
• Verify that the criteria have been met  
• Document the team’s determination and information analyzed in making the decision  

 
District Responsibilities: 
The IEP Team will convene to make a determination whether the Statewide Standardized Assessment 
accurately measures the student's abilities, taking into consideration all allowable accommodations. The 
team may review evidence that includes, but is not limited to:  

• Classroom work samples  
• Course grades  
• Teacher observations  
• Relevant classroom data derived from formative assessments  
• Intensive remediation activities on the required course standards  
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• Higher-level, related coursework (honors, advanced placement, etc.)  
• Related postsecondary coursework through dual enrollment  
• Other standardized academic assessments, such as the SAT, the ACT or Postsecondary Education 
Readiness Test (PERT).  
• Portfolio  

 
The IEP team must convene to analyze the information needed to consider whether a student is eligible for 
a waiver of statewide, standardized assessment results for the purpose of receiving a course grade or a 
standard diploma. The IEP team is encouraged to document the team’s analysis of the student’s 
performance data used to make the decision to grant or deny a waiver of statewide, standardized 
assessment results. A decision may be made at an IEP team meeting any time after a student takes a 
statewide, standardized assessment needed to earn a course grade or a standard high school diploma in 
accordance with s.1008.22 (a)(b), F.S. Documentation of the decision should be completed at that time. 

 A student who transfers from another state must pass the Grade 10 general assessment or an alternate 
assessment that is concordant with the general assessment; earn a 2.0 GPA; and meet all requirements of 
the school, district, or state from which he/she is transferring or meet Florida's course requirements to 
earn a Standard Diploma. A transfer student may be considered for the assessment waiver. [Florida Statute 
§ 1003.433(1)] 

Beginning with students entering grade 9 in the 2014-15 school year…(e) Any waiver of the statewide, 
standardized assessment requirements by the individual education plan team, pursuant to s. 1008.22(3)(c), 
must be approved by the parent and is subject to verification for appropriateness by an independent 
reviewer selected by the parent as provided for in s. 1003.572. 
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Course Credit for Standard Diploma 
In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.436(2), credits are awarded in 0.5 credit increments per 
semester upon successful completion of course requirements, with the exception of courses with EOC 
Assessments that award one credit. See options below for specific credit requirements. 

Online Learning for Standard Diploma 
Beginning with the 2011-2012 incoming Grade 9 students, the Digital Learning Now Act requires that all 
high school students graduating with a 24-Credit Standard Diploma (except those enrolled in the ACCEL 
Option, Special Diploma, International Baccalaureate (IB) Program, or the Advanced International 
Certificate of Education (AICE) Program) successfully complete at least one online course. The course has 
to be within the 24 credits required for high school graduation and must be passed. Courses may be 
either 0.5 credit or 1.0 credit in value. Online credit recovery or original credit courses may be used to 
satisfy this requirement. [Florida Statute § 1002.45282(4)] (Students may take these courses online, 
outside of, or as a part of the school day.) 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.4282(4), online high school credit courses successfully 
completed in Grades 6-8 may be used to fulfill this requirement. Student eligibility for participation in a 
Virtual Education Program is determined by Florida Statute §1002.455 and participation requirements 
are set forth in Florida Statute § 1002.45(6). 

This requirement does not apply to a student who has an IEP, which indicates that an online course 
would be inappropriate, or a student who is enrolled in a Florida high school and has less than one 
academic year remaining in high school. [Florida Statute § 1002.4282(4)] 
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Grade Point Average (GPA) for Standard Diploma 
In middle and high school, GPA is defined as the numerical average represented by the point value of the 
letter grades earned, divided by the number of semester grades. The point value is based on a standard 
scale of 4.0 with no weighing factor for different levels of difficulty. The scale is based on 4.0 (A), 3.0 (B), 
2.0 (C), 1.0 (D) and 0 for any other grade. [Florida Statute § 1003.437] 

Students must earn a minimum GPA of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale for all credits attempted, except for those 
replaced according to the Forgiveness Rule. [Florida Statute § 1003.437] 

FOUR-YEAR, 24-CREDIT TRADITIONAL OPTION REQUIREMENTS 
The 24 credits may be earned through applied, integrated, and combined courses approved by the 
Department of Education. 

Virtual/Online Course Requirement for Four-Year 24-Credit Option 
Beginning with students entering Grade 9 in the 2011-2012 school years, at least one course within the 
24 credits required in this subsection must be completed through online learning. An online high school 
credit course taken during Grades 6-8 fulfills this requirement. The requirement is met through an online 
course offered by the Florida Virtual School, a virtual education provider approved by the State Board of 
Education, a high school, or an online dual enrollment course.  [Florida Statute § 1003.4282(4)] 
The District School Board, as applicable, may offer students the following options to satisfy the online 
course requirements: 

 · Completion of a course in which a student earns a nationally recognized industry certification in 
information technology that is identified on the CAPE Industry Certification funding list pursuant to s. 
1008.44 or passage of the information technology certification examination without enrollment in or 
completion of the corresponding courses, as applicable.  

· Passage of an online content assessment, without enrollment in or completion of the 
corresponding course or courses, as applicable, by which the student demonstrates skills and 
competency in locating information and applying technology for instructional purposes. 
 
English Requirements for Four-Year 24-Credit Option 
• Students must earn four English credits (English I, II, III, and IV). 

Mathematics Requirements for Four-Year 24-Credit Option 
1. Students must earn four high school mathematics credits, which must include Algebra 1 and 

Geometry. [Florida Statute § 1003.4282(3)(b)] 
2. Three of the four required mathematics credits must be earned in Grades 9-12. However, 

students who score a minimum of 550 on the mathematics portion of the old SAT (prior to March 
2016), or a 570 on the mathematics portion of the new SAT, or a minimum score of 24 on the 
mathematics portion of the ACT, may be exempt from the requirement that the three credits be 
earned in Grades 9-12 and may use all high school mathematics credits earned at middle school 
toward the four-credit graduation requirement. (Students should be reminded that meeting only 
the minimum mathematics credit requirement might adversely impact college admission.) 

3. The grades earned in high school courses, taken in middle school, will be included on the high 
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school transcript. 
4. Students enrolled in Algebra 1 in 2011-2012 and thereafter, must meet satisfactory performance 

or earn a Level 3 on the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment, in order to fulfill the graduation requirement. 
[Florida Statute § 1008.22(3)(b)1] 

5. Beginning with the 2011-2012 school year, all students enrolled in geometry must take the 
Geometry EOC Assessment. [Florida Statute § 1008.22(3)(b)1] 

6. Students, who enroll in Algebra 1 in the 2013-2014 school years and thereafter, must take the 
Algebra 1 EOC Assessment and pass the course.  Student performance on the Algebra 1 EOC 
Assessment constitutes 30 percent of the student’s final course grade.  Students who do not take 
the Algebra 1 E”OC Assessment will receive an “F” in the course. After the student makes up the 
EOC, the final grade will be calculated.    

7 A student must meet satisfactory performance on the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment to earn a 
Standard Diploma. A comparative score of 97 on the Postsecondary Education Readiness Test 
(P.E.R.T.) will satisfy this requirement. 

8 Students, who enroll in Geometry or Algebra 2 in the 2013-2014 school years and thereafter, 
must take the corresponding EOC Assessment and pass the course.  Student performance on the 
EOC Assessment constitutes 30 percent of the student's final course grade.  Students who do not 
take the EOC will receive and “F” in the course.  After the student makes up the EOC, the final 
grade will be recalculated. 

9 A student must meet satisfactory performance or earn a Level 3 or higher on the Geometry 
and algebra 2 EOC Assessments to earn a Standard High School Diploma Scholar 
Designation.   

10 Industry certification courses that lead to college credit may substitute for up to two 
mathematics credits, not including Algebra 1 or Geometry. 

 
Algebra 1 End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment Requirement 

All students enrolled in and completing any of the following courses must take the Algebra 1 EOC 
assessment: 
 

Course Course Code 
 
Algebra 1 

 
1200310 

 
Algebra 1 Honors 

 
1200320 

 

All students who entered Grade 9 in the school year 2011-2012 or thereafter, who have previously 
scored non-proficient on the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment, unless they earned a comparative score of 
97 on the PERT must take the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment. 
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Geometry End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment Requirement 
All students enrolled in and completing any of the following courses must take the Geometry EOC 
Assessment: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Algebra 2 End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment Requirement 
All students enrolled in and completing any of the following courses must take the Algebra 2 EOC 
Assessment: 
 

 

 

 

 

Science Requirements for Four-Year 24-Credit Option 
1. Three science credits must be earned during high school (Biology 1, physical science, and an equally 

rigorous science course). If a student earned a Biology and/or physical science credit in middle 
school, that course will meet the subject area requirement. However, an additional three science 
credits must be earned in grades 9-12. 

2. Students who enter Grade 9 in the 2012-2013 school year or earlier, must earn three 
science credits, as follows: 

· 1.0 credit in Biology 1; 

· 1.0 credit in a physical science (Earth/Space, Chemistry, Astronomy or Physical Science); and 

· 1.0 credit in science. 
3. Two courses must include a laboratory component. [Florida Statute § 1003.4282 (3)(c)] 

4. Beginning with the 2011-2012 school year, all students enrolled in Biology 1 must take the Biology 
1 EOC Assessment. [Florida Statute § 1008.22(3)(b)2] 

5. Students, who enter Grade 9 and enroll in Biology 1 in the 2013-2014 school years or thereafter, 
must take the Biology 1 EOC Assessment and pass the course.  Student performance on the EOC will 
constitute 30 percent of the final course grade.  Students who do not take the EOC Assessment will 
receive an “F” in the course.  After the student makes-up the EOC, the final grade will be 

Course Course Code 

Geometry 1206310 

Geometry Honors 1206320 

Course Course Code 

Algebra 2 1200330 

Algebra 2 Honors 1200340 
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recalculated.[Florida Statute § 1003.4282 (3)(c)] 
6. A student must meet satisfactory performance or earn a Level 3 or higher on the Biology 1 EOC 

Assessment to earn a Standard High School Diploma Scholar Designation.  
7. Students who enter Grade 9 in the 2013-2014 school year or thereafter, must earn three science 

credits, as follows: 
· credit Biology 1; 
· credit in a physical science (must be an equally rigorous course: Earth/Space, 

Chemistry, Physics, Astronomy, or Physical Science courses); and 
· 1.0 credit in science (must be an equally rigorous course). 

8. Students entering Grade 9 in the 2013-2014 school years and thereafter must earn a credit in 
Biology 1 and pass two equally rigorous courses as a requirement for graduation. An industry 
certification for which there is a statewide college credit articulation agreement approved by the 
State Board of Education or an identified computer science course with a related industry 
certification may substitute for up to one science credit, not including Biology 1. [Florida Statute 
§1003.4282(3)(c)] 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Biology 1 End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment Requirement 
All students enrolled in and completing any of the following courses must take the Biology 1 EOC 
Assessment: 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Course Course Code 

Biology 1 2000310 

Biology 1 Honors 2000320 

NOTE: It is recommended that students enrolled in regular courses take Earth/Space Science Regular (R) in 9th 
grade; Biology 1 (R) in 10th grade; and Chemistry 1 (R), Environmental Science (R), Marine Science 1 (R), 
Anatomy and Physiology (R), or Physical Science (R) in 11th grade to fulfill the new graduation requirement. 
Physics 1 (R) can also be used for regular students to fulfill this new requirement, but it is not recommended 
until 12th grade. All of these courses except Biology 1 (R)] are equally rigorous courses and Earth/Space Science 
(R), Chemistry 1 (R), Physical Science (R), and Physics 1 (R) also count as a credit in the physical sciences. All 
other regular courses open in the SDPBC, which include but are not limited to Ecology (R) and Zoology (R), are 
not equally rigorous courses for 9th grade students entering the 2013-2014 school years and thereafter and will 
no longer count toward the three science credits needed to graduate. 
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Social Studies Requirements for Four-Year 24-Credit Option 
Students must earn three social studies course credits for graduation [Florida Statutes § 1003.4282(3)(d)], 
as follows: 

• Grade 10 World History - 1.0 credit 
• Grade 11 United States (US) History - 1.0  

o U.S. History students must take the U.S. History EOC Assessment and pass the course.  
o Student performance on the U.S. History EOC Assessment constitutes 30 percent of the student’s 

final course grade.   
o Students who do not take the U.S. History EOC Assessment will receive an “F” in the course. After 

the student makes-up the EOC, the final grade will be recalculated.  
o  A student must meet satisfactory performance or earn a Level 3 or higher on the U.S. History EOC 

Assessment to earn a Standard High School Diploma Scholar Designation. 
• Grade 12 US Government - 0.5 credit 
• Grade 12 Economics with Financial Literacy - 0.5 credit 

Social Studies End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment Requirement 
All students enrolled in and completing any of the following courses must take the US History EOC 
Assessment: 

Course Course Code 

United States History 2100310 

United States History Honors 2100320 
 

Physical Education requirements for Four-Year 24-Credit Option 
• In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.4282(3)(f), the school may not require that the one credit 

physical education requirement be taken during the 9th grade year. 
• For students who entered Grade 9 in the 2007-2008 school year and thereafter, this requirement 

may be met by completing one of two options: 
 
•  Option 1: 0.5 credit Personal Fitness/0.5 credit Physical Education Activity Elective; or 

•  Option 2: 1.0 credit Health Opportunities through Physical Education (HOPE). 
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Physical Education High School Waiver Options 
 

 

Schools Choosing the Personal Fitness/ Physical 
Education Activity Elective Option 

Schools Choosing the Health Opportunities through 
Physical Education (HOPE) Option 

Two seasons of an interscholastic sport at the junior 
varsity or varsity level AND a grade of "C" or better on 
the Personal Fitness competency test waives the 0.5 
credit in Personal Fitness and the 0.5 credit requirement 
in a Physical Education activity elective. 

Two seasons of an interscholastic sport at the junior varsity 
or varsity level AND a grade of "C" or better on the 
Personal Fitness competency test waives the full 1.0 credit 
Physical Education requirement. [Florida Statute § 
1003.4282(3)(f)] 

No credit will be earned when waiving the Physical 
Education requirement through interscholastic sports 
participation. 

One semester of marching band with a grade of "C" or 
better, waives the 0.5 credit requirement of a Physical 
Education activity elective. 

NOTE: Another option is to have this waive the 
performing arts requirement. 

The student must still take the 0.5 credit Personal 
Fitness class to complete the requirement. 

 

One semester of a dance class waives the 0.5 credit 
requirement of a Physical Education activity elective. 

NOTE: Another option is to have this waive the 
performing arts requirement. 

The student must still take the 0.5 credit Personal 
Fitness class to complete the requirement. 

 

Two years in a JROTC* class waives the 0.5 credit 
Physical Education activity elective AND the full 1.0 
credit performing arts requirement (Waiver #1500480). 
The student must still take the 0.5 credit Personal 
Fitness class to complete the requirement. 

Two years in a JROTC*class satisfies the full 1.0 credit 
Physical Education requirement AND the full 1.0 credit 
performing arts requirement. [Florida Statute § 
1003.4282(3)(f)] 

* Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps 
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Physical Education Waivers and Descriptions 
 

Course  
Code for 
Waiver 

Description of Waiver Options Applied to: 

1500410 INTERSCH SSN 1 - COM 
(Completion of interscholastic sport season 1) 

Personal Fitness/Physical Education activity elective 
AND HOPE 

1500420 INTERSCH SSN 2-COM 
(Completion of interscholastic sport season 2) 

Personal Fitness/Physical Education activity elective 
AND HOPE 

1500430 INTERSCH SPTS Waiver 
(Personal Fitness Competency Test waiver) 

Personal Fitness/Physical Education activity elective 
AND HOPE 

1500440 MCHG BAND PE WAIVER (Marching Band PE 
waiver) 

Personal Fitness/Physical Education activity elective 
(Students must still take the Personal Fitness class. This 
waiver is for the half (54) credit requirement of a 
Physical Education activity elective). 

1500445 DANCE WAIVER (Dance Waiver) 

Personal Fitness/Physical Education activity elective 
(Students must still take the Personal Fitness class. This 
waiver is for the half (%) credit requirement of a 
Physical Education activity elective). 

1500450 
JROTC* PE YR 1 WAIVER 

(JROTC* Physical Education waiver: completion 
of year 1) 

Personal Fitness/Physical Education activity elective 
AND HOPE (Students under Personal Fitness/Physical 
Education activity elective option must still take the 
Personal Fitness class 

1500460 
JROTC* PE YR 2 WAIVER 
(JROTC Physical Education waiver: completion 
of year 2) 

Personal Fitness/Physical Education activity elective 
AND HOPE (Students under Personal Fitness/Physical 
Education activity elective option must still take the 
Personal Fitness class. 

1500470 
JROTC* PE WAIVER-COM 
(Completion of JROTC* year 1, JROTC* year 2, 
and the Personal Fitness course) 

Personal Fitness/Physical Education activity elective 

1500480 JROTC* PE/PERFORMING ARTS WAIVER 

Personal Fitness/Physical Education activity elective 
AND HOPE (Students under Personal Fitness/Physical 
Education activity elective option must still take 
Personal Fitness course.) 

*Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps 

 
Fine and Performing Arts Requirements for Four-Year 24-Credit Option 

• Students entering Grade 9 in the 2007-2008 school year and thereafter must take one credit in 
fine or performing arts, speech and debate, or a practical arts course that incorporates artistic 
content and techniques of creativity, interpretation, and imagination. [Florida Statute 
S1003.4282(3)(e)] 

• Eligible practical arts courses shall be identified through the Florida Department of Education 
Course Code Directory. [Florida Statute § 1003.4282(3)(e)] 
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The Fine and Performing Arts requirement may also be fulfilled by completing the following: 

• two years of JROTC, a significant portion of which is drills; and 

• 1.0 credit of JROTC satisfies the performing arts requirement and 1.0 credit of ROTC satisfies the HOPE 
 requirement. [Florida Statute §1003.4282(3)(f)] 

Electives Requirements for Four-Year 24-Credit Option 
1. Elective courses are selected by the student in order to pursue a complete education program and to 

meet eligibility requirements for scholarships and college admission. 

2. Elective credit may be earned for nonpaid voluntary community or school service (not including court 
ordered service). Voluntary Public Service and Voluntary School/Community Service each  provide 
0.5 credits for a minimum of 75 hours of service. 

3. Elective credit may not be granted toward high school graduation for the following: 

· more than a total of nine elective credits in remedial/compensatory programs; 
· more than one credit in exploratory vocational courses; 
· more than three credits in practical arts, family, and consumer science (home economics) 
 courses; and/or 
· any Level I course unless the student's assessment indicates that a more rigorous course of 
 study would be inappropriate, in which case a written assessment of the need must be 
 included in the student's Individual Education Plan (IEP) or Progress Monitoring Plan (PMP), 
 signed by the principal, the school counselor, and the parent(s) of the student, if the student is 
 not 18 years or older, or by the student, if the student is 18 years of age or older. 

World Language Options 

The successful completion of two sequential World Language courses is not a graduation requirement. 
However, a student must demonstrate World Language proficiency at a level equal to two years of high 
school World Language (in the same language) or American Sign Language coursework as a requirement for 
entry into the State University System (SUS), for a Florida College System Associate in Arts degree, and the 
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program. Students not completing this requirement while in high school 
must make up the credits at a postsecondary institution prior to graduation from a university.  
 
This requirement can be met in one of the following ways:  

1. complete two high school credits in the same language;  
2. complete one high school World Language credit at second level (i.e., Spanish 2, French 2, etc.);  
3. pass an AP, AICE (AS or A Level), or IB (Diploma Program Standard Level or Higher Level) World Language 

course; 
4. complete a second post-secondary course (i.e., Elementary II), as long as the course is 4.0 semester 

credits; or  
5. pass a third post-secondary course (i.e., Intermediate I), regardless of credit. 
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World Language Waiver Options 
There are two possible ways in which students can obtain a World Language Waiver. 
 
Option 1: 
To qualify for a World Language Waiver, a student must earn, at the minimum, the scores 
indicated in the chart below on a CLEP, AP, SAT-II, or a Departmental Test. 
 

Test Minimum Score Required for Proficiency 

CLEP* For students entering college 2008-09 and later: French 59; German 60; and Spanish 63 

AP* 3 

SAT-II If a college awards credit based on a SAT Subject test, documentation of the credits awarded 
must be given to the high school counselor. 

Departmental Test If a college awards credit based on the basis of their own World Languages Departmental 
Test, documentation of the credits awarded must be given to the high school counselor. 

*Scores approved by State Board of Education and posted in the Articulation Coordinating Committee’s Credit-by-
Exam Equivalencies document 
 
Option 2: 
If a student's proficiency is in a language for which there is no test available to determine proficiency, a 
transcript documenting formal education equal to two years of high school coursework in that language, or 
in English in a non-English-speaking country, may be used For current World Language policies, refer to the 
Florida Counseling for Future Education Handbook at: https://www.flvc.org/advising-manuals/counseling-
for-future-education- handbook 

Refer to the 2014-2015 Bright Futures Student Handbook for current policies related to meeting the World 
Language requirement at: 
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/PDF/BFHandbookChaDterl.pdf. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOTE: Students must confirm that the World Language Waiver will be recognized by the college or university to 
which they are applying. Refer to http://www.fldoe.org/articulation/pdf/acc-cbe.pdf. If it is determined that a 
World Language Waiver is appropriate, the counselor will add the World Language waiver (Course Code 0791920) 
to the student's academic history, including FL as the subject area. Documentation indicating how the proficiency 
was met must be kept in the student's cumulative folder. The World Language Waiver options do not award 
students high school credit. 
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Community Service for Four-Year 24-Credit Option Students 
All students must earn 20 hours of community service, using the honor system.  Students must complete 

community service hours upon successful completion of 8th grade and by high school graduation. 
 
Graduation Requirements for Transfer Students 
Per  Florida Statute § 1003.433. students who enter a Florida public school in the 11th or 12th grade from 
out-of-state or from a foreign country shall not be required to spend additional time in a Florida public 
school in order to meet the high school course requirements, if the student has met all requirements of 
the school district, state, or country from which he/she is transferring. However, to receive a Standard 
High School Diploma, a transfer student must earn a 2.0 GPA and proficient score on all required 
graduation assessments according to Florida Statute § 1008.22(3) or an alternate assessment as 
described in Florida Statute § 1008.22(3). 

1. A student entering high school from another district, state, or country is required to satisfy the 
graduation requirements of his/her enrolled cohort. 

2. The student must take a full schedule of courses to comply as closely as possible with the graduation 
requirements of the cohort, but shall not be required to spend additional time in school in order to 
meet these requirements. Unless prescribed by his/her Progress Monitoring Plan (PMP), no junior or 
senior will be required to take two required courses in the same discipline concurrently. A 
Graduation Credit Waiver Request (PBSD 2461) must be completed for any credits waived for 
transfer students. 

3. Per Florida Statute 1003.4282(4), a student who is enrolled in a Florida high school and has less than 
one academic year remaining may waive the on-line course requirement. 

4. A Graduation Credit Waiver Request (PBSD 2461) must be completed to waive this requirement. 
5. A transfer student may not waive credits required for graduation if he/she will receive a Certificate of 

Completion. 

COURSE MODIFICATIONS 

English Language Learners (ELLs) Course Modifications 

An ELL may not be denied placement in honors and accelerated courses because of participation in the 
ESOL program or lack of English language proficiency, provided he/she meets the other criteria set for 
enrollment in the course. 

 
Active Section 504 Accommodation Plans Course Modifications 
A student is eligible for accommodations under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 if the student is 
determined to have a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life 
activities of such student. [Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 34 C. F. R. Part 104] 
 
In addition, a student with either a record of impairment, or who is regarded as having impairment, is 
protected from discrimination under both Section 504 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), as 
amended by the ADA Amendments Act of 2008 (effective January 1, 2009). Congress declared that its 
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purpose in amending the ADA was to reinstate a broad scope of protection, to carry out its objectives of 
providing "a clear and comprehensive national mandate for the elimination of discrimination," and set forth 
"clear, strong, consistent, enforceable standards addressing discrimination." 
 
A student meets the requirement of being regarded as having impairment by establishing that the student 
has been subjected to a prohibited act because of an actual or perceived physical or mental impairment, 
whether or not the impairment limits or is perceived to limit a major life activity. This provision shall not 
apply to a student's impairments that are transitory and minor. A transitory impairment has an actual or 
expected duration of six months or less. A Multi-Disciplinary Team must meet as necessary to determine if 
an otherwise qualified student's mental and/or physical impairment substantially limits one or more of the 
student*s major life activities. 

Major life activities include, but are not limited to, caring for oneself, performing manual tasks, seeing, 
hearing, eating, sleeping, walking, standing, lifting, bending, speaking, breathing, learning, reading, 
concentrating, thinking, communicating, and working. Major life activities also include the operation of a 
major bodily function, including but not limited to, functions of the immune system, normal cell growth, 
digestive, bowel, bladder, neurological, brain, respiratory, circulatory, endocrine, and reproductive 
functions. 

 
In deciding eligibility, the Multi-Disciplinary Team will consider information from a variety of sources, 
including medical documentation, behavioral observations, checklists, classroom tests, teacher 
recommendations and/or reports, current grades and trends, academic history, standardized test reports, 
and other relevant information. 

The Multi-Disciplinary Team is responsible for deciding if any deviation and/or exemptions to the General 
Education content requirements should be included on the Section 504 Accommodation Plan. Thus, a 
student's Section 504 Accommodation Plan must document any modification to the General Education 
course content requirements necessary for the student to ensure an equal opportunity to master the 
General Education content requirements. 
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HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS 
 
STA offers the following diploma option: 
· 24-Credit Standard Diploma 
 

Diploma Designations 

Students may earn one or more "designations" on their Standard Diploma. Students are not required to 
obtain a "designation." There is no deadline for choosing a "designation."  There are three “designations;” 
the scholar diploma designation, the merit diploma designation, and the Seal of Biliteracy: 
 
1. Scholar Diploma Designation - In addition to meeting the Standard Diploma requirements, the 

following criteria must be met. 
• Students must earn: 

o 1.0 credit in Algebra 2 (must earn a proficient score on the EOC Assessment 
beginning with students entering Grade 9 in school year 2014-2015); 

o 1.0 credit in statistics (or an equally rigorous mathematics course); 
o 1.0 credit in Chemistry or Physics; 
o 1.0 credit in a course equally rigorous to chemistry or physics;  and 
o 2.0 credits in the same world language. 

• Students must earn a proficient score on the Geometry, Biology 1, and US History EOC 
Assessments. 

• Students must earn at least one credit in AP, IB, AICE, or a Dual Enrollment course. 
 

2. Merit Designation - In addition to meeting the Standard Diploma requirements, students must 
attain one or more industry certifications from the list established, per Florida Statute § 1003.492. 

 
3. Seal of Biliteracy - The Seal of Biliteracy is an award in recognition of high school graduating 

students who have attained a high level of competency in listening, speaking, reading and writing in 
one or more languages in addition to English. The purpose of the Seal of Biliteracy is to encourage 
students to study languages, certify attainment of biliteracy skills, provide employers with a method 
of identifying an individual who has language and biliteracy skills, recognize and promote World 
Language instruction in public schools, strengthen intergroup relationships, affirm the value of 
diversity, and honor the multiple cultures and languages of a community. 

To qualify for the Seal of Biliteracy, a student must meet the following requirements:  

1. Earn a standard high school diploma  
2. Demonstrate proficiency in English by earning a passing score on the statewide, standardized 
 English Language Arts assessment or scores on a standardized test that are concordant with 
the  passing scores on the statewide, standardized assessment (e.g. ACT or SAT)  
3. Demonstrate proficiency in a world language by earning:  

a. A score of three (3) or higher on an Advanced Placement (AP) assessment in a world 
language  

b. A score of four (4) or higher on an International Baccalaureate (IB) assessment in a world 
language  
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c. A score of (E) or higher on an Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE) 
assessment in a world language  

d. An average score or higher for college-bound senior in the year the assessment was taken 
according to the College Board on a SAT II subject area assessment in a world language  

e. A score demonstrating proficiency on an alternative, district-approved world language 
assessment 

 

CERTIFICATES OF COMPLETION 
In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0995(4), a Certificate of Completion shall be 
awarded in a form prescribed by the State Board of Education. 

Standard Certification of Completion 
Standard Certification of Completion is awarded to students who meet all criteria established by the 
School Board and State law, except for earning a proficient score on the required state assessments 
and/or the required minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA. [Florida Statute § 1003.4282(7)(c)] 

Any student who is otherwise entitled to a Certificate of Completion may elect to remain in the high 
school either as a full-time student or a part-time student for up to one additional year and receive 
special instruction designed to remedy his/her identified deficiencies, in accordance with Florida Statute 
§ 1003.4282(7)(c). 

A student who has received a Certificate of Completion who subsequently meets the requirements for a 
Standard High School Diploma shall be awarded a Standard High School Diploma dated the school year 
in which the requirements are completed. 

Students who receive a Standard Certificate of Completion will have the following options: 

1. take the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) 2.0/End-of-Course (EOC) Assessments; 

2. take ACT or SAT and earn the scores concordant with FCAT 2.0/ EOC Assessments; 

3. return to school for a 13th year to remediate the FCAT 2.0/EOC Assessment and/or GPA; 

4. stay in school and enroll in a Performance-Based Exit Option Model; 

5. enroll in an Adult GED Program or credit program; or 
6. take the Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (P.E.R.T.) and attend Palm Beach State College 

while continuing to take the FCAT 2.0/EOC Assessment, if the only graduation deficiency is FCAT 
2.Q/EOC Assessments. 

 
 
 
 
RECOGNITION OF VALEDICTORIAN/SALUTATORIAN 
To be eligible for valedictorian or salutatorian recognition, a student must have attended the STA public 
school for three complete years, two of which must be the junior and senior years. Students selecting an 
18-Credit ACCEL Graduation Option or electing to complete the 24-Credit Option in three years will not be 
eligible for valedictorian/salutatorian. An early admission student enrolled full-time in a college or 
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university during any portion of his/her senior year will not be eligible for valedictorian/salutatorian. 

Valedictorian/salutatorian Calculation 
1. The valedictorian/salutatorian award will be based on grades earned after promotion from 8th grade 

through the first semester of 12th grade. 
2. The valedictorian will be the student with the highest HPA, carried to the ten-thousandth place. 
3. The salutatorian will be the student with the second highest HPA, carried to the ten- thousandth 

place. 
4. In the case of a tie for the highest HPA, co-valedictorians will be named, and the student with the 

third highest HPA will be designated as salutatorian. In the case of a tie for the second highest HPA, 
co-salutatorians will be named. 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS  
 
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program 
 
Per Florida Statute § 1009.53, the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program is created to establish a 
lottery-funded scholarship program to reward any Florida high school graduate who merits recognition 
of high academic achievement, and who enrolls in a degree program, certificate program, or applied 
technology program at an eligible Florida public or private postsecondary education institution within 
three years of graduation from high school. For information regarding Bright Futures Scholarship 
recipients attending nonpublic institutions, refer to Florida Statute §1009.538. 

Additional information can also be obtained from the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program 
website located at: http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf/. 

The Florida Bright Scholarship Program consists of three awards: 

• Florida Academic Scholars Award; 
• Florida Medallion Scholars Award; and 
• Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars Award. 

Each award has its own academic eligibility requirements, award amounts, and funding length. A 
student may receive funding for only one of the above awards. The highest award earned by the 
student will be selected. The eligibility requirements are subject to change with each legislative session. 
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REMEDIATION AND RETENTION 
 
IDENTIFICATION OF STUDENTS IN NEED OF REMEDIATION 
 
The following sections identify performance levels as they relate to the Florida Comprehensive 
Assessment Test (FCAT) 2.022, End-of-Course (EOC) Assessments, FCAT Writing, Scholastic Reading 
Interactive (SRI), and additional optional assessments. This permits decision-makers to identify the overall 
achievement of each child through District and statewide assessments and allows for a more narrow focus 
on student achievement for the purposes of remediation decisions. Teachers and administrators may 
examine the student's reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science performance to determine whether 
a student is in need of remediation in one or more of these areas. 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) REMEDIATION REQUIREMENTS 
Reading Remediation 
The goal of reading remediation is to provide students with the skills and strategies necessary to assist 
them in reading text that is on grade level. In compliance with state guidelines (House Bill 7069), STP uses 
the following determiners to decide the level of reading support for students. Students will be determined 
to be in need of reading intervention based on all available data, such as FY16 FSA ELA results, FY16 Winter 
Diagnostic results, and teacher input. The level of support necessary depends upon teacher input and the 
results of Reading Plus Benchmark Assessment or Reading Running Records (incoming 6th graders only).  
1. If a student is two or more years below grade level as determined by an approved reading assessment, 
he/she must take either two periods of intensive reading or one period of intensive reading along with 
one of the following: a period of a content area class taught by a reading endorsed, reading certified 
teacher, NGCAR-PD certified or Content Literacy Strategies (CLS) designated teacher; or an AVID elective. 
Teacher input will determine which path is most appropriate.  
2. If a student is not two or more years below grade level as determined by an approved reading 
assessment, but does have deficiencies in word decoding and/or text efficiency (as determined by an 
approved reading assessment), the student may take one period of intensive reading; one period of a 
content area class taught by a reading endorsed, reading certified, NGCAR-PD certified or Content Literacy 
Strategies (CLS) designated teacher; or an AVID elective taught by a CLS designated teacher. Teacher input 
will determine which path is most appropriate.  
3. If a student is not two or more years below grade level as determined by an approved reading 
assessment, and does not have deficiencies in word analysis and/or text efficiency (as determined by an 
approved reading assessment), then he/she may take one period of intensive reading; one period of a 
content area class taught by a reading endorsed, reading certified, or NGCAR-PD certified or Content 
Literacy Strategies (CLS) designated teacher; or an AVID elective. Teacher input will determine which path 
is most appropriate. 
 4. For Students with Disabilities, the IEP Team may recommend appropriate remediation. 
 
Mathematics Remediation Requirements Based on Standardized Assessments  
Students who do not meet satisfactory performance of a Level 3 or higher on the required statewide 
mathematics assessment will be provided with remedial instruction, which may be incorporated into the 
student’s required mathematics course. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) REMEDIAL INSTRUCTION 
In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.25(3), remedial and supplemental instruction resources must 
be allocated to students who fail to meet achievement performance levels required for promotion.  
 
STPA provides remedial instruction in reading, writing, science, and mathematics for those students 
identified as having substantially deficient skills in reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science as 
identified by teacher/principal recommendation, normreferenced tests, Florida Comprehensive 
Assessment Test (FCAT) 2.0, Florida Standards Assessment (FSA), and school-selected reading tests (i.e., 
Scholastic Reading Inventory (SRI), Diagnostic Assessment of Reading (DAR), and Oral Reading Fluency 
Measure). Remedial instruction shall be provided through implementation of an individual Progress 
Monitoring Plan (PMP) developed in consultation with parent(s). (Refer to Progress Monitoring section.) 
 
Middle School Reading Intervention Courses 
In order to facilitate efficient reading and deeper understanding of grade level texts, the intervention 
course should incorporate the following instructional strategies on a daily basis: 
1. whole group explicit instruction; 
2. small group differentiated instruction; 
 
3. independent reading practice (utilizing classroom library materials, monitored by the teacher); 

4. integration of Next Generation Sunshine State Standard (NGSSS) and/or Language Arts Florida 
Standards (LAFS) specific to the subject area if blocked with the intensive reading course (Biology, 
World History, etc.); 

5. focus on informational text at a ratio matching Florida Standards Assessment (FSA); and 

6. opportunities for accelerated achievement. [State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.054(2)] 

Additional evaluations, portfolio reviews, and alternative District assessments beyond FCAT 2.0 are 
considered when placing students into different levels of intensity for reading intervention classes to 
meet individual instructional needs of students. Schools must determine if students have an instructional 
need in decoding and text reading efficiency through the use of assessments and must identify 
benchmark criteria for placement of students requiring additional instructional time in reading 
intervention. 

Middle School Complementary Options for Remedial Instruction 
• Before or After School Tutorial 
• Saturday School Tutorial 
• Contracted Academic Services 
• Suspension of Other Curriculum 
• Online Coursework 
• Other Strategies 
 
 
 

NOTE: Remedial course offerings (intensive courses in reading or language arts) must be taken in addition to 
language arts courses, not in lieu of these courses. 
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Middle School Course Recovery (MSCR) 
The MSCR Program provides students with additional academic support and instruction. MSCR is a 
competency-based computer curriculum program offered by the SDPBC to recover middle school courses. 
Middle school students who have failed one of the core course(s) listed below, may enroll and work during 
school, before school, after school, Saturdays, and complete 50 percent of the course work at home to 
receive a grade change once the coursework is completed and mastered. 

The student may receive the grade he/she earned through the computer-based program to replace the 
failing course grade. 

Schools may create a program that best suits its school student population within the MSCR Guidelines. All 
MSCR Program teachers must be currently certified as a teacher and be MSCR trained annually in order to 
qualify as a MSCR Program teacher. 

All student grade changes acquired through the computer-based MSCR Program using the criteria above 
must have a Grade and/or Course Change Documentation (PBSD 0797) completed and filed in the specific 
student's cumulative folder. 

MSCR Content Areas Offered 
• Language Arts 
• Mathematics 
• Science 
• Social Studies 

 
 

HIGH SCHOOL (9-12) REMEDIATION REQUIREMENTS 
In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.25(3), remedial and supplemental instruction resources must 
be allocated first to students who fail to meet achievement performance levels required for promotion. 
The School District provides remedial instruction for those students with substantial reading, writing, 
science, and/or mathematics deficiencies as identified by District or State testing. 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.25(2)(a), high schools shall use all available assessment results to 
advise high school students of any identified deficiencies and to provide appropriate postsecondary 
preparatory instruction before high school graduation. 
 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.25(4), remedial instruction shall be provided through 
implementation of a Progress Monitoring Plan (PMP), a Student Plan for Services for English Language 
Learners (ELLs), an Individual Educational Plan (IEP), or a student's 504 Accommodation Plan, developed 
in consultation with a parent. If a student does not meet the minimum performance expectations, 
remedial instruction will be provided until expectations are met, the student graduates from high school, 
or the student is not subject to compulsory attendance. 
 
Credits earned in remedial instruction courses must be in addition to, but may not be in lieu of, English 
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and mathematics credits required for graduation. These courses will be considered elective credits. 
[Florida Statute § 1003.4282(5)] 

Students who do not earn a proficient score on the required statewide assessments test are provided 
remedial instruction and must retake the test during regularly scheduled test administrations. Seniors 
who have not earned a proficient score on the required statewide assessments, or who do not have the 
required minimum 2.0 Grade Point Average (GPA), may elect to attend school for an additional year. 

Remedial instruction is also provided for students who fall below standards for classification to the next 
grade level. Students identified as having below the credit or grade level requirements for classification, 
may take courses for forgiveness or credit accrual, by enrolling in and/or attending the following: 
Summer School (if offered); 

· Adult Education Center (AEC) Credit Lab; 
· AEC Adult High School Credit Program and/or AEC Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test 

(FCAT) 2.0 remediation courses; 
· various Adult Community School Programs; 
· Edgenuity Credit Recovery; and 
· Palm Beach Virtual Franchise. 

Other credit programs may be developed by the School District to assist students toward meeting 
classification requirements. 

 

 

 

High School Reading Remediation 
The goal of reading remediation is to provide students with the skills and strategies necessary to assist 
them in reading text that is on grade level. In compliance with state guidelines (House Bill 7069), the SDPBC 
follows the outlined criteria to determine the level of reading support provided for students. 
 
Students in Grades 9-10 will be determined to be in need of reading intervention based on all available 
data, such as FY16 FSA Reading results, FY16 Winter Diagnostic results, and teacher input. Students in 
Grade 11 who did not meet proficiency standards on the FY16 ELA FSA must also receive intensive reading 
support. Students in Grade 12 who have not met proficiency standards on FSA ELA or FSA ELA Retake must 
also receive intensive reading support.  
 
1. If a student is two or more years below grade level as determined by an approved reading 

assessment, he/she must take either two periods of intensive reading or one period of intensive 
reading along with one of the following: a period of a content area class, taught by a reading 
endorsed, reading certified teacher, NGCAR-PD certified or Content Literacy Strategies (CLS) 
designated teacher; an AVID elective; or one period of a college readiness skills course (Grades 11 and 
12 only). Teacher input will determine which path is most appropriate.  

 
2. If a student is not two or more years below grade level as determined by an approved reading 



SouthTech Academy Charter Schools Page 72 
 

assessment, but does have deficiencies in word decoding and/or text efficiency (as determined by an 
approved reading assessment), the student may take one period of intensive reading; one period of a 
content area class taught by a reading endorsed, reading certified, NGCAR-PD certified or Content 
Literacy Strategies (CLS) designated teacher; an AVID elective taught by a CLS designated teacher; or 
one period of a college readiness skills course (Grades 11 and 12 only). Teacher input will determine 
which path is most appropriate.  

 
3. If a student is not two or more years below grade level as determined by an approved reading 

assessment, and does not have deficiencies in word analysis and/or text efficiency (as determined by 
an approved reading assessment), then he/she must take one period of intensive reading; one period 
of a content area class taught by a reading endorsed, reading certified, NGCAR-PD certified or Content 
Literacy Strategies (CLS) designated teacher; an AVID elective; or one period of a college readiness 
skills course (Grades 11 and 12 only). Teacher input will determine which path is most appropriate. 

 
4. For ESE students, the IEP Team may recommend appropriate remediation. 
 
 
 
Algebra 1 Remediation 
 
Scoring at or above achievement Level 3 on the Algebra 1 End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment indicates 
proficiency and awards the student credit in Algebra 1. 
 
If a student does not meet the minimum score of achievement Level 3 or above, the student may move on 
to the next higher mathematics course but must retake the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment. [Florida Statute § 
1003.4282(5Mb)] 
 
In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.4282(5)(b) and general requirements for high school graduation, 
students scoring a Level 1 or Level 2 on the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment, who need to retake the assessment, 
must receive remediation. The student must enroll in and complete an intensive remedial course the 
following year or be placed in a content area course that includes remediation of skills not acquired by the 
student. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PROGRESS MONITORING 
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GENERAL PROGRESS MONITORING PLAN (PMP) PROCESS 
 
A PMP is intended to provide the SDPBC and the school, flexibility in meeting the academic needs of the 
student. A student who is not meeting the School District or State's requirements for proficiency in reading, 
writing, mathematics, and science must have one of the following plans to target instruction and identify 
ways to improve his/her academic achievement: 
· a federally-required student plan addressing specific needs, such as an Individual Education Plan (IEP); 

· a school-wide system of progress monitoring for all students; or an  

· individualized PMP. 

 
The PMP process must begin as soon as students are newly identified as needing remediation. All students 
PMPs must be in place and implemented, including those who transfer into the School District, within forty-
five (45) calendar days of being identified as needing remediation. 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.25(4)(b), all PMPs are to be developed through the collaboration 
of the receiving teacher(s) and the parent(s) and approved by the principal. In the case of students receiving 
continued remediation, recommendations of the sending teacher(s) are to be reviewed as a part of the PMP 
process. 

It is the responsibility of the teacher and the principal to ensure that the PMP is substantive and that the 
outlined instructional and support services are provided. The PMP will assist schools and teachers in the 
implementation of research-based reading activities. 

The PMP should clearly identify the following: 

· the specific diagnosed academic needs to be remedied; 

· the success-based intervention strategies to be used; 
· how, when, how often, by whom, and how long intensive remedial instruction is to be provided; and 

· the monitoring and reevaluation activities to be employed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROCEDURES FOR IMPLEMENTING THE PROGRESS MONITORING PLAN (PMP) 
 
Each Plan must outline an intensive remedial program in the area(s) of weakness designed to assist the 
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student in meeting State and/or District expectations for proficiency. Each student who does not meet the 
levels of performance, as determined by the District/State in reading, writing, mathematics, and science, and 
for each grade level or who scores below Level 3 ELA or Mathematics FSA, must be provided with additional 
diagnostic assessments to determine the nature of the student's difficulty, areas of academic need, and 
strategies for appropriate intervention. [Florida Statute § 1008.25(4)(a)] 
 
If the student has been identified as having a deficiency in reading, refer to the K-12 Comprehensive Reading 
Plan, which includes instructional and support services to meet the desired levels of performance. 

· Data from the additional assessments are to be used to formulate the student's PMP. 
· Diagnosis and remediation will occur as soon as possible, after a student has been identified as 

deficient in reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science or as needing mandatory remediation. 
Diagnostic assessments may include: 

o  a portfolio of student work; 
o teacher assessment; 
o tests/placement tests; and/or 
o diagnostic software results. 

At the conclusion of the school year, the teacher(s) of the student who had a PMP determine(s) whether the 
student is in need of further remediation and makes recommendations regarding the student's educational 
program for the following year. 
 
Additional PMP Requirements for Secondary School Students 
If the student identification occurs during the fourth marking period, the diagnosis will be made at the 
beginning of the following school year with remediation immediately following. 

For each year in which a student scores at Level 1 or 2 on the FSA ELA, the student must be enrolled in 
and complete, at a minimum, an intensive reading course the following year. Placement of Level 1 or 2 
readers in either an intensive reading course or a content area course in which reading strategies are 
delivered shall be determined by diagnosis of reading needs. 

Guidance will be provided regarding appropriate strategies for diagnosing and meeting the varying 
instructional needs of students reading below grade level. Reading courses shall be designed and offered 
pursuant to the K-12 Comprehensive Reading Plan. [Florida Statute §1003.4156(2) & State Board of 
Education Rule 6A-6.054(2)] 

Middle school students who score a Level 1 or Level 2 on the FSA ELA are required to receive reading 
intervention, either in the form of an intensive reading course or a content area class with a reading 
endorsed teacher, depending on the student's FAIR results and teacher input. 

Middle school students who score a Level 1 or Level 2 on FSA ELA and have intervention needs in the 
areas of decoding and/or text reading efficiency should have extended time for reading intervention. This 
extended time can include, but is not limited to, students reading on a regular basis before and after 
school with teacher support; or for students two or more years below grade level, two periods of reading 
to accelerate foundational skills. [State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.054(2V] 

For each year in which a high school student scores at Level 1 or Level 2 on the mathematics and/or 



SouthTech Academy Charter Schools Page 75 
 

science statewide assessments, the student must have a PMP and must have received remediation. 
[Florida Statute § 1008.25(4)(a)(b)] 

Middle School Data and Criteria for Progress Monitoring (PMP) 
Schools can use the following data/criteria for making the PMP decisions: 
• data from screenings; 
• progress monitoring and diagnostic assessments already in use in the District; and/or 
• teacher recommendation. 
 
Schools must identify and document specific reading deficiencies of students scoring at Level 1 and Level 
2 on FCAT 2.0 Reading (or the FSA). Schools must also serve Level 2 students who do not need instruction 
in decoding and text reading efficiency in content area classes through a content area reading 
intervention. This intervention course should include one or more of the above-mentioned interventions. 

 

 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8) PROGRESS MONITORING  
Progress Monitoring in Reading 

Schools must progress monitor students scoring at Level 1 and 2 on FCAT 2.0 Reading or the FSA a 
minimum of three times per year as documented in the PMP. This includes a baseline, midyear, and an 
end-of-year assessment. End-of-year assessments should be used to determine specific areas of student 
reading difficulty and reading intervention placement. 

Progress Monitoring in Mathematics 
For each year in which a student scores at Level 1 or Level 2 on FCAT 2.0 Mathematics (or the FSA), the 
student must receive remediation the following year, which may be integrated into the student's required 
mathematics course. [Florida Statute § 1003.4156(2)] 

Progress Monitoring in Science 
A student who scores a Level 1 or 2 on the Statewide Science Assessmetn must receive remediation the 
following year, which may be integrated into the student's required science course. 

HIGH SCHOOL (9-12) PROGRESS MONITORING 

English, Mathematics, and Science Progress Monitoring 

High school students are expected to receive passing grades in the required English, mathematics, and 
science courses. Those students, who fail to receive passing grades, will be provided interventions and 
strategies within the PMP. 

Teachers and administrators may examine the student's reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science 
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performance to determine whether a student is in need of remediation in one or more of these areas. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS (ELLs) PROGRESS MONITORING 
If a student has an ELL Plan, this Plan may include strategies and the student may not need a PMP. 
However, if the ELL Plan does not include the required strategies to remediate the student's deficiency, 
a PMP can be written. An ELL Plan can be amended to include the strategies so that a PMP would not be 
necessary. 
 
EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION (ESE) PROGRESS MONITORING 

When an ESE student with a disability is determined to be performing below grade level in reading, writing, 
mathematics, and/or science, the IEP Team shall convene to review the IEP. The student's IEP must 
address all of the student's educational needs including the student's below grade level performance. The 
IEP Team may consider PMP to address the student's educational need in reading, writing, mathematics, 
and/or science. 
 
 
REPORTING STUDENT PROGRESS 
 
Florida Statute § 1003.33 require that School District report cards clearly depict and report the 
following: 

· the student's academic performance in each class or course (based upon examinations, as 
· well as written papers and other academic performance criteria), and must include the 

student's performance or nonperformance at his/her grade level; 

· the student's conduct and behavior; and 
· the student's attendance, including absences and tardiness. 
 
The student's final report card for a school year shall contain a statement indicating end-of- the-year 
status regarding performance or nonperformance at grade level, acceptable or unacceptable behavior 
and attendance, and promotion or non-promotion. [Florida Statute § 1003.33(2)] 
 
EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS EDUCATION (ESE) STUDENTS 
Parent(s) of students with disabilities enrolled in Exceptional Student Education (ESE) must also be informed 
of their child's progress toward his/her annual Individual Education Plan (IEP) goals at least as often as their 
non-disabled peers receive progress reports during each marking period. A statement specifying the method 
and frequency of the progress of an ESE student with a disability is reported and included in the student's 
IEP. 
 
 
PARENT WRITTEN NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 
As outlined in Florida Statute § 1008.25(8)(a), an annual written report must be provided to the parent of 
each student on the student's progress toward achieving proficiency. All communication (written and 
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verbal) with parents must be in a language they understand unless clearly not feasible.  
(Refer to http://www.fldoe.org/aala/lulac.asp.) 
 
1. Parent(s) must be notified in writing of the School's promotion requirements. Parent(s) of English 

Language Learners (ELLs) must be notified using the appropriate translated version of the School's 
promotion requirements.  

2. All notifications to parent(s) who are not proficient in the English Language shall be in the language or 
other mode of communication commonly used by the parent(s) unless such communication is clearly 
not feasible. 

3. School personnel will notify parent(s) in writing of student progression and/or promotion/graduation 
requirements within the first two months of school. The requirements may be included in the 
parent/student handbook or sent home in some other written form. [Florida Statute § 1008.251] 

4. For students identified as substantially deficient in reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science, 
remediation instruction will be provided through the implementation of a student's IEP (e.g., PMP, 
IEP, ELL Plan, and Section 504 Accommodation Plan) developed in consultation with the parent(s). 
The student's IEP, with the signature of the parent(s), will serve as written notification as required by 
Florida Statute § 1008.25. 
 

 
Additional Middle School Requirements for Parent Notification 
1. The parent(s) of a middle school student who is failing two or more courses or not meeting promotion 

requirements must be notified in writing. The notification will provide the parent(s) with information 
regarding the Middle School Course Recovery (MSCR) Program. The parent is required to return to the 
sending school the designated portion of the notification. It is advisable that schools contact those 
parent(s) who have not responded to the notification by telephone. A telephone log of these calls 
should be kept to ensure that every identified child has been afforded the opportunity to receive 
course recovery through the MSCR Program. 

2. A report card is issued to each middle school student at the end of each nine-week marking period and 
serves as a written notification of the student's progress. The student's final report card for the school 
year will indicate end-of-year status regarding performance or non-performance at grade level, 
acceptable or unacceptable behavior, and attendance and promotion. (Refer to Florida Statute § 
1003.33(2).) 

Additional High School Requirements for Parent Notification 
1. Parent(s) of a student who is in danger of failing a course or not meeting promotion requirements 

must be notified in writing at mid-term or at any time thereafter when a student is in danger of not 
meeting the course/promotion/graduation requirements. 

2. At the end of each semester, parent(s) of students who do not meet promotion/graduation 
requirements will be notified in writing of the requirements for remediation and/or credit accrual 
programs.  

3. A report card is issued to each student at the end of each 4.5 week marking period and serves as a 
written notification of the student's progress. The report card issued at the end of each semester 
indicates if the student will receive credit for each course and reflects the student's attendance as 
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required by Florida Statutes §§ 1002.20(14), 1003.02(1), and 1003.33. The student's final report card 
for the school year will indicate end-of-the year status regarding performance or non-performance at 
grade level, acceptable or unacceptable behavior, and attendance and promotion. [Florida Statute § 
1003.33(2)] 

4. At the end of each semester, notification must be made to the parent(s) of each student who has a 
cumulative GPA of less than 0.5 above the cumulative GPA required for graduation. This notification 
shall include an explanation of the policies the School District has put in place to assist the student in 
meeting the GPA (e.g., homework hot-line, forgiveness rule, summer session, counseling, tutoring, 
DOP programs, and study skills courses). 

 
Secondary Mid-Term Progress Reports 
Within each grading period, a mid-term progress report will be issued during the middle week of each 
grading period. Parent notification will be provided any time thereafter, if a student's grade/performance 
drops or is near to failing. 
 
 
 
GENERAL GRADING RULES FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
Grades are based on the quality of student performance relative to expected levels of achievement of the 
Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS), Florida Standards (FS), as applicable, the course 
frameworks, and/or course syllabus approved by the principal/designee. 
1. Quality of work will be assessed by multiple measures including, but not limited to, the following: 

· teacher observations (oral presentations or reports, speeches, recitations, impromptu speaking, 
student participation, laboratory practical’s, and demonstrations); 

· classroom assignments (paper and pencil assignments; reports, term or research papers, models, 
projects, exhibits, posters, and computer programs); 

· homework [School Board Policy 8.161]; 

· examinations (paper and pencil tests including: essay, multiple choice and completion, oral tests, 
and skill tests requiring demonstration; and/or 

2. alternative methods (portfolios and performance assessments) and services. [Florida Statute § 
1003.33(1)(a)] 

3. A sufficient number of grades will be recorded to justify the marking-period grade. A marking-period 
grade is not based solely on a single project. 

4. A recorded grade (with the exception of "I" for Incomplete and "N" for No Credit) may not be changed 
after report cards are printed, except for one of the following situations: 

· The change is initiated by the teacher and approved by the principal. Signatures of both the teacher 
and the principal are required; or 

· The teacher will be consulted prior to the initiation of grade change by the principal, if the teacher 
is on duty. If the grade change is initiated when the teacher is not on duty, the teacher will be 
notified in writing upon his/her return. Only in justified cases may a principal change a marking code 
without teacher consent . 
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· The grade change is a result of the student successfully completing the school's MSCR Program. 
Signatures by the MSCR instructor or MSCR Program Coordinator, and the principal are required. 
 

For all cases, any grade change requires two signatures on the Grade/Course Change Documentation 
(PBSD 0797) indicating the change and the reason for the change. Academic performance and behavior 
must be evaluated independently (see Reporting Student Conduct). Homework and behavior are 
important to a student's academic progress, and a portion of a student's grade should be based on 
completion of homework assignments. [School Board Policy 8.16] 

4. Students may not be exempt from academic performance requirements based on practices or policies 
designed to encourage student attendance. A student's attendance record may not be used in whole or 
in part to provide an exemption from any academic performance requirements. [Florida Statute 
§1003.33(2)] 
 

 

EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION (ESE) GRADING RULES 

 
Students enrolled in ESE program(s) must have the opportunity to earn grades that are equivalent to the 
grades earned by General Education students. No student may be denied the opportunity to earn above-
average grades because of placement in an ESE program or due to the accommodations that are to have 
been deemed appropriate for use with his/her instructional setting(s). ESE students with disabilities must 
be graded on the basis of their performance. 
Alternate assessments, including performance assessments, may be used to document progress for the ESE 
student with a disability. Criteria and evaluation procedures will be identified and discussed with the student 
and the parent(s) upon entry to the program and/or at the beginning of each grading period. 
 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER (ELL) GRADING RULES 
 

No English Language Learner (ELL) may be denied the opportunity to earn above average grades because of 
placement in the English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Program or due to the accommodations 
prescribed in the student's ELL Plan or the lack of English language proficiency. 
 
DESCRIPTION AND DEFINITION OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADES 
 

The grading system and interpretation of letter grades for all middle and high schools must comply with the 
grade scale identified in Florida Statute § 1003.437. These grades are used to measure student success in 
courses Grades 6-12. 
 

A      (90-100) Outstanding Progress Indicates thorough mastery of the subject 

B      (80-89) Above Average Progress Indicates above average mastery of the subject 

C      (70-79) Average Progress Indicates average mastery of the subject 

D     (60-69) Lowest Acceptable Progress Indicates below average master of the subject 

F     (Below 60) Failure Indicates lack of mastery of the subject 
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I 

 
Incomplete Indicates a problem that causes the student's work to be 

incomplete. For example: 
· Student has not been enrolled in a class long enough 

to determine a grade. 
· Transfer student's grades from previous school have 

not been received. 
· Student's Dual Enrollment grade is delayed. 

All effort should be made to allow a student ample 
opportunity to make up work and/or exams in order 
to change the grade of "I”. 

Grade averages are calculated to two decimal places (with no rounding). When assigning letter grades, an average 
with 0.50 or higher must be rounded up (i.e., 79.50 is a "B", and 79.49 is a "C"). 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade of "N": No Credit (Attendance Problem) 

Grade of “N": Grade of "N" is applicable only to students enrolled in high school credit courses and 
indicates the student has exceeded the absence limits and has not met course mastery requirements. 

· For courses that do not require an End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment, an "N" (no credit) is 
recorded as the semester exam grade when the student has not been in attendance for at least 
90 percent of the semester per course and has not demonstrated mastery, by passing at least 
one nine-week marking period and the semester exam. 

· For courses that require an EOC Assessment, an “N" (no credit) is recorded as the fourth nine-
weeks grade when the student has not been in attendance for at least 90 percent of the school 
year per course and has not demonstrated mastery, by passing the fourth nine-week marking 
period. 

· For the purpose of grade calculation, a grade of "N" will result in a semester grade of “F” 
 

Grade of "M": Valid Missing Work 
Grades are not required for a student who enters a class within the last three weeks of the second or 
fourth marking period, but enrollment during this time should not preclude a student from earning 
semester grades if appropriate. With the principal’s permission, a grade of “M”19 may be recorded on 
the report card for a student who has not been enrolled a sufficient number of days to be evaluated. All 
effort should be made to allow the student to complete a sufficient number of assignments in order to 
earn a grade for each course in which he/she is enrolled. Prior enrollment in school should be taken into 
consideration when recording a grade of “M” for the semester. The principal/designee can make an 
exception and award grades of “M” for a student who enrolls prior to the last 3 weeks of the semester. 
A grade of “M” should not be used for schedule changes. 
 

Grade of “I”: Incomplete  
An “I” (Incomplete) in any marking period, unless changed, remains on the report card and the final 
semester average will compute to an “F”. All effort should be made to allow the student to complete 
assignments in order to earn a grade for each course in which he/she is enrolled. 
 

Grade of “P”: Pass  

NOTE: The letter grades ("N", "M", "W", and "E") are used for report card purposes only.  Unless changed, a grade of “N” or 
“I” will cause the semester average to be computed as an "F" on the student transcript. 
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The grade of “P” (Pass) is used when validating/granting transfer credit for coursework when an official 
transcript or grades that equate to those used in Palm Beach County cannot be obtained. It is also used 
when “P” is specified on an official transcript. A grade of “P” is a transcripts grade only, not a report card 
grade. It results in credit for coursework, but does not affect the GPA. A grade of “P” is also awarded 
when credit is earned through the Credit Acceleration Program (CAP). 
 

Grade of “W”: Withdrawn  
Indicate withdrawal from a course.  A grade of “W” should be used in special situations where it is 
necessary that the record of the student in the course remain on the report card with a final average of 
“W” 
 
 
 

 

19 The “M” is for report card purposes only and does not appear on the final student transcripts. “M” does not compute as an 
   “F” and does not provide credit. 
Grade of “E”:  

Examination Exemption (High School Only) Indicates the student is exempt from the semester 
examination. 
 

REPORTING STUDENT CONDUCT 
At the secondary level, teachers record their best judgment of how each student's behavior affects 
learning in the classroom. The following are the general descriptions used in secondary schools: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Student conduct indicators are separate from the academic grade earned for the grading period. These 
conduct indicators reflect the student’s overall conduct in all class activities and cannot be cause for 
lowering an academic grade. 
 

REPORTING ATTENDANCE  
 

Attendance and academic performance shall be reported separately on student report cards. Students 
cannot be exempted from academic performance requirements based on policies or practices designed to 
encourage student attendance. [Florida Statute § 1003.33]  
 

CALCULATION OF FINAL GRADES IN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
 A final grade for a yearlong middle school course is calculated by averaging the grades from each of the 
four nine-week marking periods. The final grade is calculated on a 4.0 system and converted to a letter 
grade. The grade point value is based on quality points as follows: 
 

NOTE: A Dual Enrollment course that results in a grade of “W” will be entered on the student’s high school 
transcript, as required by Florida Statute § 1007.271(20). 

4  Student's behavior very constructive to learning 
3  Student's behavior generally supportive of learning 
2  Student's behavior detrimental to own learning 
1  Student's behavior detrimental to own learning and/or the learning of others 

4.0...................................................... A 
3.0...................................................... B 
2.0...................................................... C 
1.0........................................................D 
0..............................for any other grade 
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When a student has attained a final average of 4.0, 3.0, 2.0, or 1.0, the final grade is determined by 
rounding to the nearest whole number and converting to the “A”, “B”, “C”, or “D” as appropriate.  
 
A student’s performance on the statewide Civics EOC constitutes 30 percent of the student’s final course 
grade in civics. Therefore, the final average for civics will be calculated by the average of the four marking 
periods counting as 70 percent and the Civics EOC counting as 30 percent.  Students who do not take the 
Civics EOC will receive an “F” in the course.  After the student makes-up the EOC, the final grade will be 
recalculated.   
 
Students enrolled in a high school credit course may meet the promotion requirement for that course by 
earning one of the following: 
· first and second semester grades of at least “D”;  
· final year-long grade of at least “D” for EOC courses;  
· meeting satisfactory performance or earning a Level 3 or higher on the statewide EOC Assessment, if 

applicable; or 
· an average of one quality point when adding the grades for each quarter and dividing by the number 

of quarters.  
 
School wide quarterly assessments of the standards are optional for all middle school courses. Students 
who are absent more than 10 percent of class time may earn a passing grade by demonstrating mastery. 
Quarterly assessments may also be used to determine mastery of the content. 
 
Mastery for students who are absent more than 10 percent is defined as follows:  
· earning a minimum passing grade of “D” for the quarter; and 
· passing the quarterly assessment with a minimum grade of “D”. 

 

 
 
CALCULATION OF GRADES FOR HIGH SCHOOL COURSES 
 
The semester grade is calculated on a 4.0 system and converted to a letter grade. The following grade 
point minimum values are used to calculate letter grades: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
High school course grades are reported on student transcripts as semester grades with the exception of 
courses with EOC Assessments. Each marking period grade counts 40 percent of the semester grade. 
Semester examinations at the high school level count 20 percent of the final semester grade. High school 

3.5 – Above............................................ A 
2.5 - 3.49................................................ B 
1.5 - 2.49................................................ C 
0.5 - 1.49................................................ D 
Below 0.5 ................................................F 
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students are required to take a semester examination for each course excluding the exemptions noted 
below. Semester grades for each course are calculated electronically. 
 

To receive a passing grade for the semester, the student must earn passing grades in two of the three grades 
used to calculate the semester average. [Florida Statute § 1003.436(2)] 
 

Grading Procedures for Courses with an End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment 
 

A student’s performance on the statewide EOC Assessment constitutes 30 percent of the student’s final 
course grade. All high school courses with statewide EOC Assessments will be recorded as yearlong courses. 
The coursework portion of the grade will be comprised of each of the four quarter grades counting as 22% 
and the mid-term exam counting as 12%. Exception: If a student earns an “F” in all four quarters, he/she will 
receive an “F” in the course, unless a proficient score (Level 3-5) is earned on the EOC. Students who do not 
take the required EOC will receive an “F” in the course. After the student makes-up the EOC, the final grade 
will be recalculated. 

Honors Level Points  

1. The School District uses a weighted system to calculate the student's Honor Point Average (HPA). The 
standard scale is based on 4.0 “A”, 3.0 “B”, 2.0 “C”, 1.0 “D” and 0 for any other grade. The grade received 
in a course is weighted and awarded according to the Florida Course Code Directory or as determined by 
the SDPBC. 

2. Regular-level courses use the standard scale.  
3. Honors-level and gifted-level courses are weighted at 1.125 times the standard scale.  
4. Advanced Placement (AP) courses or Advanced International Certification of Education (AICE) courses are 

weighted at 1.50 times the standard scale. In order to obtain the 1.50 weighting, a student must take the 
standardized AP or AICE examination in May; including students taking AP courses through Florida Virtual. 
Students who do not take the AP or AICE examination will not receive AP/AICE weighting for the course(s). 
The course code will remain the same; however, the weighting will be changed to honors level 1.125.  

5. International Baccalaureate (IB) courses are weighted at 1.50 times the standard scale with the following 
exceptions:  

All Dual Enrollment classes must be weighted the same as Advanced Placement (AP), International 
Baccalaureate (IB), and Advanced International Certification of Education (AICE) courses (1.50 times the 
standard scale). [Florida Statute § 1007.271(16)]  

 
Senior Exemptions from Semester Examinations  

A graduating senior who has received passing grades in each of the last two grading periods of each 
semester, and who has been in attendance for at least 90 percent of the semesters (no more than 3 
absences), may, at his/her option, be exempt from the final examination. However, seniors are not exempt 
from any EOC Assessments. Should the graduating senior choose not to take the final examination, the 
semester grade will be determined by the average of the last two grading period grades.  
 
Students may not be exempt from academic performance requirements based on practices or policies 
designed to encourage student attendance. A student’s attendance record may not be used in whole or in 
part to provide an exemption from any academic performance requirement. [Florida Statute § 1003.33(2)]  
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FORGIVENESS RULE  
 
In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.4282(6), the Forgiveness Rule applies to a middle school student 
who has earned either a grade of “C”, “D”, or “F” in a high school credit course taken during middle school. 
All other high school grade forgiveness rules in the subsequent section apply. 
 
High School Courses Taken in High School 
 
1. In accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.4282(6), the following section addresses when courses can 

be forgiven: Students may repeat a course taken in Grades 9-12 for forgiveness if a grade of “F” or “D” 
(“D” on a space-available basis) is earned in a course. 

2. A course may be forgiven only if a student receives a grade of “C” or higher on a subsequent attempt. 
However, a subsequent transfer grade of “P” (passing) may be used to forgive a “D” or “F” earned 
previously in the same course. Grade forgiveness cannot be done for a “P” earned through the Credit 
Acceleration Program (CAP). 

3. A required course may be forgiven by the same or a comparable course taken subsequently. A regular 
level course may be used to forgive the same course at the honors, AP/IB/AICE, or dual enrollment 
level. 

4. A lower level of the same course is considered comparable because the benchmarks and/or course 
objectives are similar. 

5. A required course may be forgiven by a Dual Enrollment course of the same subject area and topic. 
This is considered a comparable course. 

6. A non-specific course requirement may be forgiven by another course within the same subject area. 
For example, Physics may be forgiven by Ecology. 

7. An elective course may be forgiven by another course taken subsequently. Any course that is not being 
used to fulfill a subject area requirement is considered an elective for forgiveness purposes. When 
using a different course to forgive an elective, that course does not have to be taken during the same 
semester. Examples: 

· A second semester “F” in World Languages may be forgiven by a subsequent first semester “C” 
in Art. 

· An “F” in law studies (semester long course) taken first semester may be forgiven by a “C” in 
weight training (semester long course) taken second semester. 

· An “F” second semester in intensive reading (a yearlong course) may be forgiven by a “C” in 
law studies (a semester course) taken either semester. 

8. Students earning a grade of “D” on the repeat effort earn credit for that course; however, the initial 
failing grade is not forgiven. Students may again choose to repeat the same course, and upon earning a 
grade of “C” or higher, all earlier grades will be forgiven. 

9. In all cases of grade forgiveness, only the new grade, of “C” or higher, shall be used in the calculation of 
the student's grade point average. Any course grade not replaced, according to a district school board 
forgiveness policy, shall be included in the calculation of the cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) 
required for graduation. 

10. In all cases where courses are forgiven under the provisions above, the initial “F” or “D” grade(s) will 
remain as part of the academic history. Students should be advised that many universities calculate 
GPAs based on all courses attempted.   
 

If the student’s final average, with the EOC Assessment as 30 percent, results in a course grade of “D” or 
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“F”, the options for the student include one of the following: 
· taking a credit recovery version of the course (CR) 
· retaking the entire course through a virtual program  

 
If taking a credit recovery version of the course or retaking the entire course through a virtual program, 
results in a final course average of “C” or above, then this grade will replace the “D” or “F”.  If it does not 
result in a “C” or above, then the original course average stands and is not replaced.  Only one credit is 
allowed per course, so only one grade per course should be included as part of the student’s GPA. “In all 
cases of grade forgiveness, only the new grade shall be used in the calculation of the student’s GPA. Any 
course not replaced according to a district school board forgiveness policy shall be included in the 
calculation of the cumulative GPA required for graduation.” [Florida State Statute § 1003.4282(6)] 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSESSMENTS 
 

ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE, AND HIGH SCHOOL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 
Each student's progression from one grade to another is determined, in part, upon proficiency in English 
Language Arts (ELA), mathematics, social studies and/or science. 
Information in the Student Progression Plan facilitates recognizing such proficiency. In accordance with 
Florida Statute § 1008.25(1) each student and his/her parent will be informed of the student's progress. 

Florida Standards Assessments (FSA)/Next Generation Sunshine State Standards 
(NGSSS) Assessments 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.22(3)&(6) and State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09422, all 
eligible students in 3rd grade and above must participate in all regular District and statewide assessments 
for accountability purposes, except as prescribed by the Commissioner of Education. The Florida Standards 
Assessment (FSA) is the current statewide assessment designed to measure student achievement of the 
Florida Standards in ELA (Grades 3-10), Writing (Grades 4-10), and Mathematics (Grades 3-8). The State 
Science Assessment measures student achievement of the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards 
(NGSSS) in Science (Grades 5 and 8).End-of-Course (EOC) Assessments The Florida Next Generation 
Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) EOC Assessments and the Florida Standards (FS) EOC Assessments are 
designed to measure student achievement of the NGSSS and the FS for specific courses that include 
Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, Biology 1, Civics, and U.S. History, as outlined in the course descriptions. 
Any students enrolled in any of the courses that require an EOC Assessment shall participate in the EOC 
Assessment administration that is specific to that course. 

End-of-Course (EOC) Assessments  
The Florida Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) EOC Assessments and the Florida Standards 
(FS) EOC Assessments are designed to measure student achievement of the NGSSS and the FS for specific 
courses that include Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, Biology 1, Civics, and U.S. History, as outlined in the 
course descriptions. Any students enrolled in any of the courses that require an EOC Assessment shall 
participate in the EOC Assessment administration that is specific to that course.  Students who do not take 
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the required EOC Assessment will receive an “F” in the course.  After the student makes-up the EOC, the 
final grade will be recalculated.   
 

Statewide Assessment Program Schedule 
For more information on statewide assessments refer to the Florida Statewide Assessment Program 
2015-2016 Schedule located at: http://www.fldoe.org/asp/schedule.asp. 

Assessing Comprehension & Communication in English State-to-State for English 
Language Learners (ACCESS for ELLs) 
 

Florida uses the ACCESS for ELLs test as a tool to measure the progress of English Language Learners (ELLs) 
proficiency in English; thus, ensuring the skills needed in school to achieve at high levels, academically. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (P.E.R.T.) 
 
P.E.R.T is Florida's customized common placement test. The purpose of the P.E.R.T. is to determine 
accurate course placement based on the student's skills and abilities. The P.E.R.T. is aligned with the 
Postsecondary Readiness Competencies identified by Florida faculty as necessary for success in entry-level 
college credit coursework. The P.E.R.T. assessment system includes placement and diagnostic tests in 
mathematics, reading and writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
National and International Education Comparisons 
Pursuant to Florida Statute § 1008.22 (2), Florida school districts shall participate in the administration of 
the National Assessment of Educational Progress, or similar national or international assessments, both for 
the national sample and for any state-by-state comparison programs that may be initiated, as directed by 
the Commissioner. The administration of such assessments shall be in addition to, and separate from, the 
administration of the statewide, assessments. 
 
Grade 6 through Grade 12 Assessments 
 
· Reading Plus Interim Benchmark (Grades 6-12)  
· Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) 
 · Advanced Placement (AP) Exams  
· Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE) Exams 
 · International Baccalaureate (IB) Exams 

NOTE: Each student who does not meet specific levels of performance in ELA, writing, mathematics, 
social studies, and science for each grade level, as determined by the School District and the 
Commissioner of Education on statewide assessments at selected grade levels, must be provided with 
additional diagnostic assessments to determine the nature of the student's difficulty and areas of 
academic need. [Florida Statute § 1008.25(4)(a)] 
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 · Industry Certification Exams  
  
 
STATEWIDE STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENTS 
 
Pursuant to Florida Statute § 1008.22(3) and State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09422(2)&(3) all eligible 
students in Grades 3 and above must participate in all State and District assessments for accountability 
purposes, except as prescribed by the Commissioner of Education or waived for medical reasons. The table 
below provides an overview of the Florida Standards Assessment (FSA), and the End-of- Course (EOC) 
Assessments and the grade levels in which they are administered. 
 
 
 
 

2015-2016 Statewide Assessments 
 

Assessment 
Grades Assessed 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Florida Standards Assessment in ELA Reading X X X X X X X X   

Florida Standards Assessment in ELA Writing  X X X X X X X   

State Science Assessment   X   X     

Florida Standards Assessment in Math X X X X X X     

Algebra 1 FSA EOC Assessment  
 
Administered to students who complete specific course 
work 

Geometry FSA EOC Assessment 

Algebra 2 FSA EOC Assessment 

Biology 1 NGSSS EOC Assessment 

U.S. History NGSSS EOC Assessment 

Civics NGSSS EOC Assessment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REQUIRED ASSESSMENTS FOR GRADUATION DESIGNATIONS 
 
Florida law requires that students meet all academic requirements, which include earning a proficient 

KEY: FSA = Florida Standards Assessment; NGSSS = Next Generation Sunshine State Standards; FCAT 2.0 = 
Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test 2.0; EOC = End-of-Course; ELA = English Language Arts 
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score on the required statewide assessments in order to earn a Standard High School Diploma from a 
public school. Students who meet the academic course requirements but do not earn a proficient score 
on the required assessments will receive a Certificate of Completion, which is not equivalent to a 
Standard High School Diploma. Proficient scores for the statewide assessments are determined by the 
State Board of Education. 

The assessments that students must earn proficient scores, in order to graduate with a Standard High 
School Diploma are determined by their year of enrollment in Grade 9. The table below lists the required 
assessments (FCAT 2.0 Reading/FSA and the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment) for each Grade 9 cohort. (See 
Graduation Requirements section for additional information.) 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment Requirements by School Year 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
DISTRICT/STATE ASSESSMENTS ACCOMMODATIONS/EXEMPTIONS 

School Year When 
 Assessment Requirements  

Began for Students Entering Grade 9 

Assessments(s) that Students  
Must Earn a Proficient  
in Order to Graduate 

 
2010-2011 

 
Grade 10 FCAT 2.0 Reading 

 
2011-2012 to 2012-2013 

Grade 10 FCAT 2.0 Reading Algebra 1 EOC 
Assessment 

 
2014 to Present  

 
Grade 10 FSA ELA Algebra 1 EOC Assessment 

NOTE: As of 2009, the High School Competency Test (HSCT), which was the previous graduation testing 
requirement, was discontinued. Students, who earned a Certificate of Completion because they did not pass 
the HSCT prior to and during the 2001-2002 school year, are now required to pass the Florida Comprehensive 
Assessment Test (FCAT) 2.0 or meet the required SAT/ACT concordant scores in order to meet the Standard 
Diploma graduation testing requirement. [State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09421] 



SouthTech Academy Charter Schools Page 89 
 

 
The following section specifies the accommodation requirements for special program students (i.e., ELLs 
and Students with Disabilities) when taking District/State assessments. 
 
Accommodations for English Language Learners (ELLs) 
 
In accordance with School District Palm Beach County Plan for Service to English Language Learner (ELL). 
ELLs must take all required State and District assessments unless they have an IEP, which indicates 
otherwise. However, active ELLs (coded as LY) are eligible to receive accommodations during testing. 
Permissible accommodations may include: 

• flexible setting; 
• flexible scheduling; 
• state-approved Heritage Language Dictionary; and 
• assistance in the heritage language. 
 

The School District of Palm Beach ELL Plan is located at 
http://www.palmbeachschools.org/multicultural/ELLPlan.asp. 
 
In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.09091, ELLs must have access to an English-to-
Heritage Language translation dictionary and/or Heritage Language-to-English translation dictionary, such 
as those made available for ELL students in instructional settings. When a student qualifies for both ESOL 
and ESE programs, all accommodations listed on the IEP, as well as the ELL Plan must be offered. Parent(s) 
are notified in writing20of all accommodations offered to their child. A copy of this document is maintained 
in the ELL folder. 
 
Assessments for Students with Disabilities 
 
The following section complies with State Board of Education Rules 6A-1.Q943 and 6A- 1.09422(12). 
 
Absent an exemption, as stated earlier in this plan, all students with disabilities, as defined by Florida 
Statute § 1003.01(3)(a) or State Board of Education Rule 6A-19.001(6), will participate in the statewide 
assessment program based on student performance standards, pursuant to State Board of Education Rule 
6A-1.09401 without accommodations unless: 
 
· the Individual Educational Plan (IEP) Team, or the Team that develops the Plan required under Section 

504 of the Rehabilitation Act, determines and documents that the student requires allowable 
accommodations during instruction and for participation in a statewide assessment; or 
 

· the IEP Team determines that a student with a significant cognitive disability meets the criteria for 
participating in the statewide alternate assessment. 

 
 
 
 
20 Written notification must be provided in a language the parent(s) understand, unless clearly not feasible. SDPBC Student Progression    

Plan 2014-2015 

Assessment Accommodations for Students with Disabilities (SWD) 
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The following section complies with Florida Statute § 1003.01(3)(a) and State Board of Education Rule 
6A-1.0943 as well as School Board Policy 5.725: Exceptional Student Education Policies and Procedures 
(SP&P). 

Accommodations are defined as: 

· adjustments to the presentation of the statewide assessment questions; 

· methods of recording examinee responses to the questions; 
· scheduling for the administration of a statewide assessment to include amount of time for 

administration; 
· settings for administration of a statewide assessment; and/or 

· the use of assistive technology/devices. 

Accommodations that negate the validity of a statewide assessment are not allowable. Within the limits 
specified in this rule, allowable statewide assessment accommodations are based on current instructional 
accommodations and accessible instructional materials used by the student in the classroom. 

Unique accommodations for use on a statewide assessment not outlined in the Statewide Assessment 
Test Administration Manuals must be submitted to the Department of Education for approval by the 
Commissioner of Education. [State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0943(3)] 

District personnel are required to implement the accommodations in a manner that ensures that the test 
responses are the independent work of the student. Personnel are prohibited from assisting a student in 
determining how the student will respond or directing or leading the student to a particular response. In 
no case shall the accommodations authorized herein be interpreted or construed as an authorization to 
provide a student with assistance in determining the answer to any test item. [State Board of Education 
Rule 6A-1.0943(3)(d)] 

Participation of SWD in the Statewide Assessments 
In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0943(4), the decision that a student with a 
significant cognitive disability will participate in the Statewide Alternate Assessment is made by the IEP 
Team and recorded on the IEP. The following criteria must be met: 
· the student is unable to master the grade level general state content standards even with 

appropriate and allowable instructional accommodations, assistive technology, or accessible 
instructional materials; 

· the student is participating in a curriculum based on the state standards access points, for all 
academic areas; and 

· the student requires direct instruction in academics based on access points in order to acquire, 
generalize, and transfer skills across settings. 

 
 
 
 

Additionally, in accordance with Florida Statute § 1003.5715, the SDPBC may not proceed with 
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administering to the student an alternate assessment without parental consent unless the SDPBC 
documents reasonable efforts to obtain the parent's consent and the child's parent has failed to respond or 
the SDPBC obtains approval through a due process hearing. 

In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.212 (Students with Disabilities; Extraordinary Exemption), a 
student with a disability may be eligible for an exemption from participation in the statewide assessment. 

 
1. Definitions: 

a. "Circumstance" means a situation in which accommodations allowable for use on the statewide 
standardized assessment, a statewide End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment, or an alternate assessment 
pursuant to Florida Statute § 1008.22(3)(c) are not offered to a student during the current year's 
assessment administration due to technological limitations in the testing administration program 
which lead to results that reflect the student's impaired sensory, manual, or speaking skills rather 
than the student's achievement of the benchmarks assessed by the statewide assessment, a 
statewide EOC Assessment, or an alternate assessment. 

b. "Condition" means impairment, whether recently acquired or longstanding, which affects a 
student's ability to communicate in modes deemed acceptable for statewide assessments, even if 
appropriate accommodations are provided, and creates a situation in which the results of 
administration of the statewide assessment, an EOC Assessment, or an alternate assessment would 
reflect the student's impaired sensory, manual, or speaking skills rather than the student's 
achievement of the benchmarks assessed by the statewide assessment, a statewide EOC 
Assessment, or an alternate assessment. 
 

2. A student with a disability for whom the Individual Education Plan (IEP) Team determines is prevented 
by a circumstance or condition from physically demonstrating the mastery of skills that have been 
acquired and are measured by the statewide assessment, a statewide EOC Assessment, or an alternate 
assessment pursuant to Florida Statute § 1008.22(3)(c) shall be granted an extraordinary exemption 
from the administration of the assessment. A learning, emotional, behavioral, or significant cognitive 
disability or the receipt of services through the Homebound or Hospitalized Program in accordance 
with State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03020, is not, in and of itself, an adequate criterion for the 
granting of an extraordinary exemption. 
 

3. The IEP Team, which must include the parent, may submit to the School District Superintendent a 
written request for an extraordinary exemption at any time during the school year, but not later than 
60 days before the current year's assessment administration for which the request is made. A request 
must include all of the following: 
a. a written description of the student's disabilities, including a specific description of the student's 

impaired sensory, manual, or speaking skills; 
b. written documentation of the most recent evaluation data; 
c. written documentation, if available, of the most recent administration of the statewide 

standardized assessment, an EOC Assessment, or an alternate assessment; 
d. a written description of the condition's effect on the student's participation in the statewide 

standardized assessment, an EOC Assessment, or an alternate assessment; 
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e. written evidence that the student has had the opportunity to learn the skills being tested; 
f. written evidence that the student has been provided appropriate instructional accommodations; 
g. written evidence as to whether the student has had the opportunity to be assessed using the 

instructional accommodations on the student's IEP, which are allowable in the administration of 
the statewide assessment, an EOC Assessment, or an alternate assessment in prior assessments; 
and 

h. written evidence of the circumstance or condition as defined in section 1. 
 

4. Based upon the documentation provided by the IEP Team, the School District Superintendent shall 
recommend to the Commissioner of Education whether an extraordinary exemption for a given 
assessment administration window should be granted or denied. A copy of the School District's 
procedural safeguards as required in State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03311 shall be provided to the 
parent. If the parent disagrees with the IEP Team's recommendation, the dispute resolution methods 
described in the procedural safeguards shall be made available to the parent. Upon receipt of the 
request, documentation, and recommendation, the Commissioner shall verify the information 
documented, make a determination, and notify the parent(s) and the School District Superintendent in 
writing within 30 days after the receipt of the request whether the exemption has been granted or 
denied. If the Commissioner grants the exemption, the student's progress must be assessed in 
accordance with the goals established in the student's IEP. If the Commissioner denies the exemption, 
the notification must state the reasons for the denial. 
 

5. The parent of a student with a disability who disagrees with the Commissioner's denial of an 
extraordinary exemption may request an expedited hearing. If the parent requests the expedited 
hearing, the Department of Education shall inform the parent of any free or low- cost legal services and 
other relevant services available in the area. The Department of Education shall arrange a hearing with 
the Division of Administrative Hearings, which must be commenced within 20 school days after the 
parent's request for the expedited hearing. The administrative law judges at the division shall make a 
determination within 10 school days after the expedited hearing. The standard of review for the 
expedited hearing is de novo, and the department has the burden of proof. 
 

A child with a medical complexity may be exempt from participating in statewide, standardized 
assessments, including the Florida Alternate Assessment (FAA), pursuant to the provisions of this 
subsection. A child with a medical complexity means a child who, based upon medical documentation 
from a physician licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459 is medically fragile and needs intensive care 
due to a condition such as congenital or acquired multisystem disease; has a severe neurological or 
cognitive disorder with marked functional impairment; or is technology dependent for activities of daily 
living; and lacks the capacity to take or perform on an assessment. If the commissioner is provided written 
documentation of parental consent; School District Superintendent approval; the IEP team's 
determination that the child is a child with medical complexity based upon appropriate medical 
documentation; and all medical documentation, then the commissioner may exempt the child from all 
statewide, standardized assessments, including the FAA. [Florida Statute § 1008.22(9)] 
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SouthTech Preparatory Academy, Inc. 

 
 

 
 
Motion: 

 
I recommend that the Board approve the Five Year Strategic Plan. 
 
 
Summary Information: 

 
A Five Year Strategic Plan is an integral component of organizational planning.  The SouthTech 
plan for SouthTech Schools has not been updated for some time, as there has been very little 
change in perceived needs.  As part of the AdvancED Accreditation process, the Five Year Plan 
suddenly became an immediate necessity.  The attached plan has been created as a collaborated 
effort between Board Chair Jim Notter, Mr. Boggess and Mr. Kidd.  It has not been previously 
presented to the SouthTech Strategic Plan Committee due to time constraints, but it is certainly 
open to revision, either as a discussion item during the meeting or at any time in the future that 
the committee cares to meet. 
 
 
Attachments:  Five Year Strategic Plan   
 
 
 
Presented By: 
 
Jim Kidd, President & Chief Executive Officer 
  
 
Financial Impact: 
 
The is no financial impact for this item. 

Agenda Item 
PA-2 

Board Meeting 
December 8, 2016 



 

FIVE YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN-FY17-FY22 

· Facilities*: 
o STA: 

§ Initiate Improved Maintenance and Facility upgrades 
§ Identify Property with Intent to Acquire for Relocation of 

School(s)  
§ Identify and Seek Commitment(s) for Practical Public or 

Private Facility Solutions   
o STP:  

§ Identify Funding Sources and  Purchase Currently Leased 
Property or Alternates 

§ Expand Facilities to Accommodate Program Expansions 
o STSC: 

§ Incubate School on STA Campus 
§ Relocate School to Permanent Facilities 

· Program Expansion*: 
o Expand Middle School to Incorporate Grades K-5 Expansion 
o Expand Career Academy Offerings: 

§ Evaluate and Update Existing Programs for Demand, 
Relevancy, and Currency Consistent with Identified Needs 

§ Initiate New Programs, Technology, Equipment, and 
Resources to Assure Program Relevancy and Marketability  

§ Expand Current Programs to Meet Market Demands 
o Expand Post-Secondary Adult Possibilities (PSAV): 

§ Complete Planning Phase for Opening a Tech College Model 
§ Expand Dual-Enrollment Opportunities for Academics and 

Career Ed. With Colleges and Universities 
§ Expand Advanced Placement Program Offerings 
§ Increase PSAV Articulation Agreements 
§ Expand Internship/Externship Opportunities 
§ Expand Transition/Special Needs Program Offerings  

· Maintain Focus on Continuous Self-Improvement*: 



 

o Implement a Formal Continuous and On-Going Self-Study Initiative 
o Conduct “Field Trips” to Other Systems/Districts/Schools to Harvest 

and Implement Identified Best Practices into Individual ST Schools 
or  the STS System  

o Maintain an Ongoing Awareness of Innovative Instructional 
Methodology and Technology  

o Implement  Innovative Instructional Methods, Technology, Etc. in 
Relationship with Budget Capacity 

o Seek Grants and Other Financial Opportunities to Enhance 
Operational and Capital Budget Limitations  

· Expand Government Relations*: 
o Increased Involvement with Local, County, and State Governmental 

Agencies 
o Expand Involvement into Levels of Federal Government Consistent 

With Supporting the LEA and Federal Grants 
o Expand Staff Involvement by Encouraging all Staff Members and 

Appropriate Students to Become Involved in Government and 
Government Relations  

* Each Component of the Strategic Plan will be considered a priority item when 
planning the Annual Budget, and funded according to a finalized priority list  



Governing Board of Directors 
SouthTech Preparatory Academy, Inc. 

 
 

 
 
Motion: 

 
I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the monthly Charter school bank account 
reconciliation for month ending October 31, 2016 as required by the Sponsor. 
 
Summary Information: 
 
The Charter school is required to submit to the Sponsor district several financial documents on 
an ongoing basis.  Monthly bank reconciliations are one such requirement.  
 
The Charter school maintains several accounts in order to maximize the earnings potential of the 
funding provided while maintaining liquidity to meet day-to-day operations.  Review of these 
accounts takes place on a daily basis by the Charter business staff.  Monthly reconciliations are 
performed as good accounting practice and published here to fulfill Sponsor requirements. 
 
Attachments: Reconciliation Spreadsheets and Bank Statements  
 
 
 
Presented By: 
 
Jim Kidd, President & Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
 
Financial Impact: 
 
There is no financial impact related to this item.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agenda Item 
PC-1 

 

Board Meeting 
December 8, 2016 





































Governing Board of Directors 
SouthTech Preparatory Academy, Inc. 

 
 

 
 
Motion: 

 
I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the Charter school monthly Disbursement 
Reports for the month ending October 31, 2016 as required by the Sponsor. 
 
Summary Information: 
 
The Charter school is required to provide several financial documents on an ongoing basis.  
Monthly records of disbursements are a requirement that must be provided by the President to 
the Board.  
 
The Charter school maintains several accounts in order to maximize the earnings potential of the 
funding.  Each school account is listed separately along with a disbursement record of activity.  
Disbursements are made by warrant, wire transfer, account transfer and use of direct debit card.   
Processing of disbursements takes place on a daily basis by the Charter business staff.  All 
disbursements are reviewed and approved by the President.  All warrants have two signatories. 
 
Attachments: Disbursement Report  
 
 
Presented By: 
 
Jim Kidd, President & Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
Financial Impact: 
 
There is no financial impact related to this item.   
 
 
 
 

Agenda Item 
PC-2 

 

Board Meeting 
December 8, 2016 





Governing Board of Directors 
SouthTech Preparatory Academy, Inc. 

 
 
Motion: 

 
I recommend that the Board approve and ratify the monthly financial statements for month 
ending October 31, 2016 as required by the Sponsor. 
 
Summary Information: 

 
The State statutes and the Palm Beach County School District require charter schools to provide 
financial statements on a monthly basis in the format that School Districts are required to follow.  
This format is  prescribed by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB). 
 
The monthly statements include: 

1. Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance Budget to Actual 
2. The combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance  
3. A Combined Balance Sheet – All Fund Types 

 
Quarterly, a Statement of Net Assets is also required.  This is provided in March, June, 
September and December. 
 
 
Attachments:  Monthly Financial Statements  
 
Presented By: 
 
Jim Kidd, President & Chief Executive Officer 
  
 
Financial Impact: 
 
There is no financial impact for this item. 
 
 

Agenda Item 
PC-3 

Board Meeting 
December 8, 2016 



Accounts General Fund
Special 

Revenue Fund Debt Service Capital Outlay

Total 
Governmental 

Funds
ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents 1110 309,482$         -$                 -$                 -$                 309,482$         
Investments 1160 -                   
Grant receivables 1130 -                   
Other current assets 12XX 90,998             90,998             
Deposits 1210 -                   
Due from other funds 1140 -                   
Other long-term assets 1400 -                   

Total Assets 400,480$         -$                 -$                 -$                 400,480$         

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE

Liabilities
Accounts payable 2120 32,898$           -$                 -$                 -$                 32,898$           
Salaries, benefits, and payroll taxes payable 2110, 2170, 2330 61,373             61,373             
Deferred revenue 2410 -                   
Notes/bonds payable 2180, 2250, 2310, 2320 -                   
Lease payable 2315 -                   
Other liabilities 21XX, 22XX, 23XX -                   

Total Liabilities 94,271             -                   -                   -                   94,271             

Fund Balance
Nonspendable 2710 90,998             90,998             
Restricted 2720 -                   
Committed 2730 -                   
Assigned 2740 33,898             33,898             
Unassigned 2750 181,313           181,313           

Total Fund Balance 306,209           -                   -                   -                   306,209           

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 400,480$         -$                 -$                 -$                 400,480$         

Palm Beach County, Florida
Balance Sheet (Unaudited)
        October 31, 2016       

South Tech Prep Academy with MSID Number (3441)
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Monthly Financial Form



FTE Projected 500
FTE Actual 488 98% Percent of Projected

Account 
Number

Month/ Quarter 
Actual YTD Actual Annual Budget

% of YTD
Actual to

Annual Budget
Month/ Quarter 

Actual YTD Actual Annual Budget

% of YTD
Actual to

Annual Budget

Revenues
FEDERAL SOURCES 
    Federal direct 3100 -$                 -$                 -$                 % -$                 -$                 -$                 %
    Federal through state and local 3200 274,727           0%
STATE SOURCES 
    FEFP 3310 246,822           792,514           2,846,315         28%
    Capital outlay 3397 11,420             34,560             125,000           28%
    Class size reduction 3355 41,213             129,734           463,847           28%
    School recognition 3361
    Other state revenue 33XX
LOCAL SOURCES
    Interest 3430
    Local capital improvement tax 3413
    Other local revenue 34XX 3,825               46,686             70,000             67%

Total Revenues 303,280           1,003,494         3,505,162         29% -                   -                   274,727           0%

Expenditures
Current Expenditures

Instruction 5000 113,235           411,147           1,431,131         29% 274,727           0%
Instructional support services 6000 5,946               30,165             186,842           16%
Board 7100 597                  7,286               15,409             47%
General administration 7200 7,319               44,933             140,833           32%
School administration 7300 52,069             208,847           466,315           45%
Facilities and acquisition 7400
Fiscal services 7500 2,511               11,556             31,922             36%
Food services 7600
Central services 7700 2,811               24,499             52,501             47%
Pupil transportation services 7800 40,414             126,293           225,000           56%
Operation of plant 7900 51,419             214,638           636,767           34%
Maintenance of plant 8100 5,851               1,000               585%
Administrative technology services 8200 3,739               14,585             77,067             19%
Community services 9100 3,870               28,635             70,000             41%
Debt service 9200

Total Expenditures 283,930           1,128,435         3,334,787         34% -                   -                   274,727           0%

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues Over Expenditures 19,350             (124,941)          170,375           -73% -                   -                   -                   

Other Financing Sources (Uses)
Transfers in 3600
Transfers out 9700

Total Other Financing Sources (Uses) -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   

Net Change in Fund Balances 19,350             (124,941)          170,375           -                   -                   -                   
Fund balances, beginning 286,859           431,150           462,923           
Adjustments to beginning fund balance
Fund Balances, Beginning as Restated 286,859           431,150           462,923           -                   -                   -                   

Fund Balances, Ending 306,209$          306,209$          633,298$          -$                 -$                 -$                 %

For Month Ended October 31, 2016 and For the Year Ending June 30, 2017

South Tech Prep Academy with MSID Number (3441)
Palm Beach County, Florida

Statement of Revenue, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance (Unaudited)

General Fund Special Revenue



Month/ Quarter 
Actual YTD Actual Annual Budget

% of YTD
Actual to

Annual Budget
Month/ Quarter 

Actual YTD Actual Annual Budget

% of YTD
Actual to

Annual Budget
Month/ Quarter 

Actual YTD Actual Annual Budget

% of YTD
Actual to

Annual Budget

-$                 -$                 -$                 % -$                 -$                 -$                 % -$                 -$                 -$                 %
-                   -                   274,727           0%

246,822           792,514           2,846,315         28%
11,420             34,560             125,000           28%
41,213             129,734           463,847           28%

-                   -                   -                   
-                   -                   -                   

-                   -                   -                   
-                   -                   -                   

3,825               46,686             70,000             67%

-                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   303,280           1,003,494         3,779,889         27%

113,235           411,147           1,705,858         24%
5,946               30,165             186,842           16%

597                  7,286               15,409             47%
7,319               44,933             140,833           32%

52,069             208,847           466,315           45%
-                   -                   -                   

2,511               11,556             31,922             36%
-                   -                   -                   

2,811               24,499             52,501             47%
40,414             126,293           225,000           56%
51,419             214,638           636,767           34%

-                   5,851               1,000               585%
3,739               14,585             77,067             19%
3,870               28,635             70,000             41%

-                   -                   -                   

-                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   283,930           1,128,435         3,609,514         31%

-                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   19,350             (124,941)          170,375           -73%

-                   -                   -                   
-                   -                   -                   

-                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   

-                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   19,350             (124,941)          170,375           
286,859           431,150           462,923           

-                   -                   -                   
-                   -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   286,859           431,150           462,923           

-$                 -$                 -$                 % -$                 -$                 -$                 % 306,209$          306,209$          633,298$          

Debt Service Capital Outlay Total Governmental Funds



Governing Board of Directors 
SouthTech Preparatory Academy, Inc. 

 
 

 
 
Motion: 

 
I recommend that the Board approve Policy 1.02 Governing Board revisions to reflect the 
election results of the Officers and Directors at the Annual Meeting. 
 
 
Summary Information: 

 
This item reflects the outcome of the Annual Meeting election of Officers and re-election of 
Directors, as well as the addition of a new Board member.      
 
Attachments:  Policy 1.02 Governing Board  
 
 
Presented By: 
 
Jim Kidd, President & Chief Executive Officer 
  
 
Financial Impact: 
 
There is no financial impact for this item. 
 

Agenda Item 
PE-1 

Board Meeting 
December 8, 2016 



SouthTech Preparatory Academy, Inc. Board Policy 1.02 
 

GOVERNING BOARD 
 
 

The By-Laws of South Tech Preparatory Academy, Inc. specify that the Governing Board of South 
Tech Preparatory Academy, Inc. be no less than nine (9) members and no more than fifteen (15) 
members. These limits may be changed by revising the By-laws. The By-Laws also specify that 
members are elected for a period of three (3) years, with one-third of the members elected each year. 
There are no term limits specified, except for the positions of Chairperson and Vice-Chair. 
 
To accomplish staggered terms, The Founding Board established terms defined below at its meeting of 
July 30, 2012. Board members elected subsequent to that meeting assume the term of the Board 
member they replaced. 

 
BOARD MEMBER          TERM ENDS 

 
 James Notter  Chair     September 30, 2019 
 Aram Bloom  Vice Chair    September 30, 2017 
 Dan Heller   Treasurer    September 30, 2017 
 Donna Baize  Secretary    September 30, 2018 
  
          
 Robert M. Kesten       September 30, 2019 
 Carl McKoy        September 30, 2017   
 Roger Dunson       September 30, 2018  
 Nancy Ernst       September 30, 2019   
 Russ Feldman       September 30, 2018   
 Diane Heinz                September 30, 2018 
 Suzanne Nicolini          September 30, 2019 
 Vacant         September 30, 2018 
 Vacant         September 30, 2017 
 Vacant         September 30, 2017 
 Vacant         September 30, 2019  
         
 
 Authority:  By-laws of South Tech Preparatory Academy, Inc. 
  
                    History:  New: 7/31/2012; 11/12/15; 12/8/16 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOUTHTECH SUCCESS CENTER 
CONSENT AGENDA 



SOUTHTECH SUCCESS CENTER FOUNDING BOARD 
CONSENT AGENDA 

December 8, 2016 
 
 Old Business 
 None. 
 
 Administrative Items  
 None. 
 
 Personnel Items  

  None. 
 

Financial Items 
            None. 
  
            Emergency Items 
 Item SCE-1  Possible forthcoming item. 
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